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MR. JEFFERSON'S PREFACE. 



The Ck)nstitution of the United States, establishing a legislature 
for the Union under certain forms, authorizes each branch of it "to 
determine the rules of its own proceedings." The Senate have 
accordingly formed some rules for its own government : but those 
going only to few cases, they have referred to the decision of their 
President, without debate and without appeal, all questions of 
order arising either under their own rules, or, where they have 
provided none. This places under the discretion of the President 
a very extensive field of decision, and one which, irregularly ex- 
ercised, would have a powerful effect on the proceedings and 
determinations of the House. The President must feel, weightily 
and seriously, this confidence in his discretion ; and the necessity 
of recurring, for its government, to some known system of rules, 
that he may neither leave himself free to indulge caprice or pas- 
sion, nor open to the imputation of them. But to what system of 
rules is he to recur, as supplementary to those of the Senate 1 To 
this there can be but one answer : to the systems of regulations 
adopted for the government of some one of the parliamentary 
bodies within these States, or of that which has served as a proto- 
type to most of them. This last is the model which we have 
studied ; while we are little acquainted with the modifications of 
it in our several States. It is deposited, too, in publications pos- 
sessed by many, and open to all. Its rules are probably as wisely 
constructed for governing the debates of a considcrative body, and 
obtaining its true sense, as any which can become knpwn to us ; 
and the acquiescence of the Senate hitherto under the references 
to them, has given them the sanction of their approbation. 

Considering, therefore, the law of proceedings in the Senate as 
composed of the precepts of the Constitution, the regulations of the 
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Senate, and where these are silent, of the rules of Parliament, I 
have here endeavoured to collect and digest so much of these as 
is call^ for in ordinary practice, collating the parliamentary with 
the senatorial rules, both where they agree and where they vary. 
I have done this, as well to have them at hand for my own govern- 
ment, as to depoeite with the Senate, the standard by which I 
judge and am willing to be judged. T could not doubt the neces. 
sity of quoting the sources of my information ; among which, Mr. 
Hatsel's most valuable book is pre-eminent ; but as he has only 
treated some general heads, I have been obliged to recur to other 
authorities, in support of a number of common rules of practice 
to which his plan did not descend. Sometimes each authority 
cited supports the whole passage. Sometimes it rests on all taken 
together* Sometimes the authority goes only to a part of the 
text, the residue being inferred from known rules and principles. 
For some of the most familiar forms, no written authority is, or 
can be quoted ; no writer having supposed it necessary to repeat 
what all were presumed to know. The statement of these must 
rest on their notoriety. 

I am aware, that authorities can often be produced m opposition 
to the rules which I lay down as parliamentary. An attention to 
dates will generally remove their weight The proceedings of 
Parliament in ancient times, and for a long while, were crude, 
multiform, and embarrassing. They have been, however, con- 
stantly advancing towards uniformity and accuracy ; and have now 
obtained a degree of aptitude 'to their object, beyond which little 
is to be desired or expected. 

Yet I am fkr from the presimiption of believing, that I may not 
have mistaken the parliamentary practice in some cases ; and es- 
pecially in those minor forms, which, being practised daily, are 
supposed known to every body, and therefore have not been com- 
mitted to writing. Our resources in this quarter of the globe, for 
obtaining information on that pait of the subject, are not perfect* 
But I have begun a sketch, which those who come after me will 
successively correct and fill up, till a code of rules shall be formed 
for the use of the Senate, the efiects of which may be accuracy 
in business, economy of time, order, uniformity and impartiality. 
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NOTICE. 

Th« Rules and practices peculiar to both the Senate and House ti 
Representatives, are printed in smaller type. 
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MANUAL 

OF 

PARLIAMENTARY PRACTICE. 

IMPORTANCE OP EULES. 
SECTION I. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF ADHERING TO RULES. 

Mr. Onslow, the ablest among the Speakers of the 
House of Commons, used to say, "It was a maxim he 
had often heard when he was a young man, from old 
and experienced members, that nothing tended more 
to throw power into the hands of administration and 
those who acted with the majority of the House of 
Commons, than a neglect of, or departure from, the 
rules of proceeding ; that these forms, as instituted 
by our ancestors, operated as a check, and control, 
on the actions of the majority ; and that they were, 
in many instances, ^ shelter and protection to the 
minority, against the attempts of power." 

So far the maxim is certainly true, and is founded 

in good sense, that as it is always in the power of the 

majority, by their numbers, to stop any improper 

measures proposed on the part of their opponents, 

1 * (X^\ 
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the only "weapons by wliich the minority can defend 
themselves against similar attempts from those in 

Eower, are the forms and rules of proceeding, which 
ave been adopted as they were found necessary from 
time to time, and are become the law of the house ; by 
a strict adherence to which, the weaker party can only 
be protected from those irregularities and abuses 
which these forms were intended to check, and which 
the wantonness of power is but too often apt to suggest 
to large and successful majorities. — 2 Hats. 171, 172. 
And whether these forms be in all cases the most 
rational or not, is really not of so great importance. 
It is much more material that there should be a rule 
to go by, than what that rule is ; that there may be a 
imiformity of proceeding in business, not subject to 
the caprice of the Speaker, or captiousness of the 
members. It is very material that order, decency, 
and regularity be preserved in a dignified public body. 
—2 Eat9. 149. 



SECTION II. 

LEGISLATUBE. 

AiJi legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress 
of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of 
Representatiyes. — Cons/i<ii/ion of the United States^ Article L, SeC' 
tion 1. 

The Senators and Representatives shall receive a compensation for 
their services, to be ascertained by law, and paid out of the treasury 
of the United States.*--Con«<. U. <S., Art. I. Sect 6. 

For the powers of Congfress, see the following Articles and Sections 
of the Ccmstitution of the United States : — ^Art L, Sec. 4, 7, 8, 9.— 
Art II., Sec. 1, S.^Art IIL, Sec. 3.— Art IV., Sec. 1, 3, 5.— And all 
the Amendments. 
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SECTION III. , 

PRIVILEGE. 

The privileges of the members of Parliament, from 
small and obscure beginnings, have been advancing 
for centuries, with a firm and never-yielding pace. 
Claims seem to have been brought forward from time 
to time, and repeated till some example of their ad- 
mission enabled them to build law on that example. 
We can only, therefore, state the point of progression 
at which they now are. It is now acknowledged, 1st, 
That they are at all times exempted from question 
elsewhere, for any thing said in their own house : that 
during the time of privilege, 2d, Neither a member 
himself, his wife,* or his servants, [^familiarea aui] 
for any matter of their own, may bef arrested on mesne 
process, in any civil suit : 3d, Nor be detained under 
execution, though levied before the time of privilege : 
4th, Nor impleaded, cited, or subpoenaed, in any court : 
6th, Nor summoned as a witness or juror: 6th, Nor 
may their lands or goods be distrained : 7th, Nor their 
persons assaulted, or characters traduced. And the 
period of time, covered by privilege, before and after 
the session, with the practice of short prorogations 
under the connivance of the CroT^n, amounts in fact 
to a perpetual protection against the course of justice. 
In one instance, indeed, it has been relaxed by 10 6?. 
3, c. 50, which permits judiciary proceedings to go 
on against them. That these privileges must be con- 
tinually progressive, seems to result from their reject- 
ing all definition of them; the doctrine being, that 
"their dignity and independence are preserved by 

• Order of the House of Commons, 1663, July 16. 
t Elsynge, 217; 1 Hats. 21 ; 1 Gre/s Deb. 133. 
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keeping tlieir privileges indefinite;*' and that "the 
maxims upon which they proceed, together with the 
method of proceeding, rest entirely in their own 
breast, and are not defined and ascertained by any 
particular stated laws." — 1 BlacJcstone, 163, 164. 



It was probably from this view of the encroaching character of pri- 
vilege, that the framers of our Constitution, in their care to provide 
that the laws shall bind equally on all, and especially that those who 
make them shaill not be exempt themselves from their operation, havo 
only privileged ** Senators and Representatives" themselves from the 
single act of arrest in all cases except treason, felony, and breach of 
the peace, during their attendance at the session of their respective 
Houses, and in going to and returning from the same, and from being 
questioned in any other place for any speech or debate in either 
House. — Const. U. S. Art I. Sec. 6. Under the general authority ** to 
make all laws necessary and proper for carrying into execution the 
powers given them," Const U. S. Art II. Sec. 8, they may provide by 
law the details which may be necessary for giving full effect to the en. 
joyment of this privilege. No such law being as yet made, it s(fems 
to stand at present on the following ground : — 1. The act of arrest is 
void, ab initio, 2 Stra. 989. — 2. The member arrested may be dis- 
charged on motion, 1 Bl. 166. 2. Stra. 990 ; or by Habeas Corpus under 
the Federal or State authority, as the case may be ; or by a writ of 
, privilege out of the Chancery, 2 Stra. 989, in those Stales which have 
adopted that part of the laws of England. — Orders of the House of 
Com. 1550, Feb. 20. — 3, The arrest being unlawful, is a trespass for 
which the officer and others concerned are liable to action or indict, 
ment in the ordinary courts of justice, as in other cases of unauthorized 
arrest — 4. The court before which the process is returnable, is bound 
to act as in other cases of unauthorized proceeding, and liable also, as 
in other similar cases, to have their proceedings stayed or corrected 
by the Superior Courts. 

The time necessary for going to and returning from Congress not 
being defined, it will of course be judged of in every particular castt 
by those who will have to decide the case. 
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While privilege was understood in England to ex- 
tend, as it does here, only to exemption from arrest 
eundoy morando^ et redeundo, the House of Commons 
themselves decided that "a convenient time was to 
be understood/'— 1580— 1 JIats. 99, 100. Nor is the 
law so strict in point of time as to require the party 
to set out immediately on his return, but allows him 
time to settle his private affairs, and to prepare for 
his journey; and does not even scan his road very 
nicely, nor forfeit his protection for a little deviation 
from that which is most direct ; some necessity per- 
haps constraining him to it. — 2 Stra. 986, 987. 

This privilege from arrest, privileges of course 
against all process, the disobedience to which is pu- 
nishable by an attachment of the person ; as a subpoena 
ad respondendum, or testificandum, or a summons on 
a jury; and with reason, because a member has supe- 
rior duties to perform in another place. 

When a Representative is withdrawn from his seat by summons, 
the 47,700 people whom he represents lose their voice in debate and 
vote, as they do in his voluntary absence : when a Senator is with 
drawn by smnmons, his State loses half its voice in debate and vote, 
as it does in his voluntary absence. The enormous disparity of evil 
admits no comparison. # 

So far there will probably be no difference of opinion a^ to the pri- 
vileges of the two Houses of Congress ; but in th« following cases It 
is otherwise. In Dec. 1795, the House of Representatives committed 
two persons of the names of Randall and Whitney, for attempting to 
corrupt the integrity of certain members, which they considered as a 
contempt and breach of the privileges of the House: and the facts 
being proved, Whitney was detained in confinement a fortnight, and 
Randall three weeks, and was reprimanded by the Speaker. In March, 
1796, the House of Representatives voted a challenge given to a mem- 
ber of their House, to be a breach of the privileges of the House ; but 
satisfactory apologies and acknowledgments being mide, no further 
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proceedings were had. The Editor of the Aurora having in his 
paper of Feb. 19, 1800, inserted some paragraphs defamatory to the 
Senate, and failed in his appearance, he was ordered to be committed. 
In debating the legality of this order, it was insisted in support of it, 
that every man, by the law of nature, and every body of men, possesses 
the right of self-defence ; that all public functionaries are essentially 
invested with the powers of self-preservation ; that they have an inhe. 
rent right to do all acts necessary to keep themselves in a condition 
to discharge the trusts confided to them ; that whenever authorities 
are given, the means of carrjring them into execution are given by 
necessary implication ; that thus we see the British Parliament exer- 
cise the right of punishing contempts ; all the State Legislatures ex- 
ercise the same power ; and every Court docs the same ; that if we 
have it not, we sit at the mercy of every intruder who may enter our 
doors or gallery, and by noise and tumult render proceeding in business 
impracticable ; that if our tranquillity is to be perpetually disturbed by 
newspaper defamation, it will not be possible to exercise our functions 
with the requisite coolness and deliberation ; and that we must there- 
fore have a power to punish these disturbers of our peace and proceed- 
ings. To this it was answered, that the Parliament and Courts of 
England have cognizance of contempts by the express provisions of 
their law ; that the State Legislatures have equal authority, because 
their powers are plenary ; they represent their constituents completely, 
and possess all their powers, except such as their Constitutions have 
expressly denied them ; that the Courts of the several States have the 
same powers by the laws of their States, and those of the Federal 
Government by the same State laws, adopted in tach State by a law of 
Congress ; that none of tliese bodies, therefore, derive those powers 
firom natural or necessary right, but £rom express law ; that Congress 
have no such natural or necessary power, nor any powers but such as 
are given them by the Constitution ; that that has given them directly 
exemption from personal arrest, exemption from question elsewhere for 
what is said in tlie House, and power over their own members and 
proceedings ; fbr these, no further law is necessary, the Constitution 
being the law ; that, moreover, by that article of the Constitution 
which authorizes them ** to make aU laws necessary and proper fat 
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carrying into execution the powers vested by the Constitution in 
them," they may provide by law for an undisturbed exercise of their 
Ainctions, e, g, for the punishment of contempts, of affrays or tumults 
in their presence, &.c. ; but, till the law be made, it docs not exist ; and 
does not exist, from their own neglect ; that in the meantime, however, 
ihey are not unprotected, the ordinary magistrates and courts of law 
ncing open and competent to punish all unjustifiable disturbances or 
oefamations, and even their own sergeant, who may appoint deputies 
a4 libitum to aid him, 3 Grey, 59, 147, 255, is equal to the smallest 
Qisturbances ; that, in requiring a previous law, the Constitution had 
regard to the inviolability of the citizen as well as of tlie member; as, 
should one House, in the regular fi^rm of a bill, aim at too broad privi- 
leges, it may be checked by the other, and both by the President ; and 
also as, the law being promulgated, the citizen will know how to 
avoid offence. But if one branch may assume its own privileges with- - 
out control ; if it may do it on the spur of the occasion, conceal the 
law in its own breast, and afler the fact committed make its sen- 
tence both the law and the judgment on that fact; if the o£&nce is to 
be kept undefined, and to be declared only ex re nata, and according 
to the passions of the moment, and there be no limitation either ia the 
manner or measure of the punishment, the condition of the citizen 
will be perilous indeed. Which of these doctrines is to prevail, time 
will decide. Where there is no fixed law, the judgment on any parti- 
cular case is the law of that single case only, and dies with it When 
a new and even a similar case arises, the judgment which is to make, 
and at the same time apply, the law, is open to question and conside- 
ration, as are all new laws. Perhaps Congress, in the meantime, in 
their care for the saf^tpr of the citizens, as well as that fi)r their own 
protection, may declare by law what is necessary and proper to enable 
them to carry into execution the powers vested in them, and thereby 
hang up a rule for the inspection of all, which may direct the conduct 
of the citizen, and at the same time test the judgments th^ shall 
themselves pronounce in their own case. 



Privilege from arrest takes place by force of the 
election; and before a return be made, a member 
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elected may be named of a committee, and is to every 
intent a member, except that he cannot vote until he 
is sworn.— iffmor. 107, 108— D'JEwes, 642. col 2. 
653. col l.—Pet. MiBcel Pari 119 ; Lex. Pari c. 23 ; 
2 ffata. 22. 62. 

Every man must, at his peril, take notice who are 
members of either House returned of record. — Lex. 
Pari 23, 4t—In8t. 24. 

On complaint of a breach of privilege, the party 
may either be summoned, or sent for in custody of the 
sergeant. — 1 Grret/, 88. 95. 

The privilege of a member is the privilege of the 
House. If the member waive it without leave, it is a 
ground for punishing him, but cannot in effect waive 
the privilege of the House. — 3 Grey, 140. 222. 

For any speech or debate in either House, they 
shall not be questioned in any other place. — Const. 
U. S., Art. I. Sec. 6. S. P. protest of Commons to 
James I. 1621. 2 Bapin. No. 54. p. 211, 212. But 
this is restrained to things done in the House in a 
Parliamentary course, 1 Hush, 663. — For he is not to 
have privilege contra morem parliamentarium, to ex- 
ceed the bounds and limits of his place and duty. — 
Com. p. 

If an offence be committed by a member in the 
House, of which the House has cognizance, it is 
an infringement of their right for any person or 
court to take notice of it, till the House has punished 
the offender, or referred him to a due course. — Lex. 
Pari 63. 

Privilege is in the power of the House, and is a re- 
straint to the proceeding of inferior courts ; but not of 
the House itself.— 2 Nalson, 450 ; 2 Grei/, 399. For 
whatever is spoken in the House, is subject to the cen- 
sure of the House : and offences of this kind have been 
severely punished, by calling the person to the bar to 
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make submission, committing him to the Tower, ex- 
pelling the House, &c. — Seob. 72 ; Lex. Pari. c. 22. 

It is a breach of order, for the Speaker to refuse to 
put a question which is in order. — 2 Hats. 175, ^76 ; 
5 Gh-ey, 133. 

And even in cases of treason, felony, and breach of 
the peace, to which privilege does not extend as to 
substance ; yet, in Parliament, a member is privileged 
as to the mode of proceeding. The case is first to be 
laid before the House, that it may judge of the fact, 
and of the grounds of the accusation, and how far forth 
the manner of the trial may concern their privilege. 
Otherwise it would be in the power of other branches 
of the government, and even of every private man, 
under pretences of treason, &c., to take any man from 
his service in the House ; and so as many, one after 
another, as woiild make the House what he pleaseth. — 
Decision of the Commons on the King's declaring Sir 
John Hotham a traitor — 4 Rushw. 686. So when a 
member stood indicted of felony, it was adjudged that 
he ought to remain of the House till conviction. For 
it may be any man's case, who is guiltless, to be ac- 
cused and indicted of felony, or the like crime. — 23 
El. 1580— B'JSwes, 283, col. 1—Lex. Pari. 133. 

When it is found necessary for the public service to 
put a member under arrest, or when, on any public 
inquiry, matter comes out whick may lead to affect 
the person of a member, it is the practice immediately 
to acquaint the House, that they may know the rea- 
sons jFor such a proceeding, and take such steps as they 
think proper. — 2 Hats. 259. Of which, see many ex- 
amples. — 2 Hats. 256, 257, 258. But the communi- 
cation is subsequent to the arrest. — 1 Blackst. 167. 

It is highly expedient, says Hatsell, for the due pre- 
servation of the privileges of the separate branches of 
the Legislature, that neither should encroach on the 
other, or interfere in any matter depending befoi:^ 
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them, so as to preclude, or even influence, that free- 
dom of debate, which is essential to a free council. 
They are, therefore, not to take notice of any bills or 
other matters depending, or of votes that have been 
given, or of speeches that have been held, by the 
members of either of the other branches of the Legis- 
lature, until the same have been communicated to 
them in the usual Parliamentary manner. — 2 Sat%. 
252 ; 4 Inst. 15 ; Seld. Jud. 53. Thus the King's taking 
notice of the bill for suppressing soldiers depending 
before the House, His proposing a provisional clause 
for a bill before it was presented to him by the two 
Houses, his expressing displeasure against some per^ 
sons for matters moved in Parliament during the de- 
bate and preparation of a bill, were breaches of pri- 
vilege. — 2 NaUon, 743. And in 1783, December 17, 
it was declared a breach of fundamental privikges, 
&c., to report any opinion or pretended opinion of the 
King, on any bill or proceeding depending in either 
House of Parliament, with a view to influence the 
votes of the members. — 2 Hats. 251, 6. 



SECTION IV. 

ELECTIONS. 

The times, places, and maimer of holding elections for Senaton 
and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Legis. 
lature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by law make or 
alter such regulations, except as to the place of choosing Senators^— • 
Contt, U. S, Art I. Sect. 4. 

Each House shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and q*iRli 
fixations of its own members. — Canti, U. <9. Art L Sec 5. 
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SECTION V- 

QUALIFICATIONS. 

The Senate of the United States shall be composed 
of two Senators from each State, chosen by the Legis- 
lature thereof, for six years ; and each Senator shall 
have one vote. 

Immediately after they shall be assembled, in" con- 
sequence of the first election, they shall be divided as 
equally as may be into three classes. The seats of 
the Senators of the first class shall be vacated at the 
end of the second year ; of the second class, at the 
expiration of the fourth year ; and of the third class, 
at the expiration o£ the sixth year ; so that one-third 
may be chosen every second year ; and if vacancies 
happen, by resignation or otherwise,, during the re- 
cess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive 
thereof may make temporary appointments, until the 
next meeting of the legislature ; which shall then fiU 
such vacancies. 

No person shall be a Senator, who shall not have 
attained to the age of thirty years, and been nine 
years a citizen of the United States, and who shall 
not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that State for 
which he shall be chosen. — Const. U. S., Art. I. Sec. 3. 

The House of Representatives shall be composed 
of members chosen every second year by the people 
of the several States ; and the Electors in each State 
shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of 
the most numerous branch of the State Legislature. 

No person shall be a Representative, who shall not 
have attained to the age of twenty-five years, and 
been seven years a citizen of the United States, and 
who shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that 
State in which he shall be chosen. 
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Representatives and direct taxes shall be appor- 
tioned among the several States which may be in- 
cluded within this Union, according to their respective 
numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the 
whole number of free persons, including those bound 
to service for a term of years, and excluding Indians 
not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons. The actual 
enumeration shall be made within three years after 
the first meeting of the Congress of the United States, 
and within every subsequent term of ten years, in 
such manner as they shall by law direct. The num- 
ber of Representatives shall not exceed one for every 
thirty thousand ; but each State shall have at least 
one Representative. — Const. TJ. /S'., Art. I. Sec. 2. 

The. provisional apportionments of Representatives made in the 
Constitution in 1787, and afterwards by Congress, were as foUowii 
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When vacancieB happen in the repreaentation from any State, tho 
Executive authority thereof shall issue writs of election to fill sucli 
vacancies. — ConH, U. S, Art I. Sec. 2. 

No Senator or Representative shall, during the time for which ho 
was elected, be appointed to any civil office under the authority of the 
United States, which shall have been created, or tho emoluments 
whereof shall have been increased during such time ; and no perscm 
holding any office under the United States, shall be a member of either 
House during his continuance in office. — CoruU U, S, Art L Sec. 6. 



SECTION VI- 



QUORUM. 

A MAJORITY of each House shall constitute a quorum to do busi- 
ness ; but a smaller number may adjourn fi'om day to day, and may 
be authorized to compel the attendance of absent members, in such 
manner, and under such penalties, as each House may provide^— 
Const. U, S. Art I. Sec. 5. 

In general, the chair is not to be taken till a 
quoriim for business is present; unless, after due 
waiting, such a quorum be despaired of, when the 
chair may be taken, and the House adjourned. And 
whenever, during business, it is observed that a 
quorum is not present, any member may call for the 
House to be counted: and being found deficient, 
business is suspended. — 2 ffats. 125, 126. 

The President having taken the chair, and a quorum being present, 
the jourtial of the preceding day shaU be read, to the end, that any 
mistake may be corrected that shall have been made in the entrieiu— 
Rules of the Senate^ 1. 
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SECTION VII. - 

CALL 07 THE HOUSE. 

On a call of the House, each person rises up as he 
is called, and answereth; the absentees are then only 
noted, but no excuse to be made till the House be' 
fully called over. Then the absentees are called a 
second time, and if still absent, excuses are to be 
heard.— Ore?. H. of O. 92. 

They rise, that their persons may be recognized ; 
the voice, in such a crowd, being an insufficient veri- 
fication of their presence. But in so small a body as 
the Senate of the United States, the trouble of rising 
cannot be necessary. 

Orders for calls on different days may subsist at the 
same time. — 2 Hat9. 72. 



SECTION VIII. 

ABSJINGE. 

No member shall absent himself from the service of the Senate 
without leave of the Senate first obtained. And in case a less nmnber 
than a qtiormn of the Senate shall convene, thej are hereby author- 
ized to send the sergeant-at-arms, or any other person or persons hj 
them authorized, for any or all absent members, as the majority of 
such members present shall agree, at the expense of such absent 
members respectively, unless such excuse for non-attendance shall be 
made, as the Senate, when a quorum is convened, shall judge suffi- 
cient, and in that case the expense shall be paid out of the contingent 
fund. And thia rule shall apply as well to the first convention of the 
Senate, at the legal time of meeting, as to each day of the session, 
after the hour is arrived to which the Senate stood adjourned.—- 
RuU 8. 
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SECTION IX. 

SPEAKER. 

The Vice-President of the United States shall be President of \hm 
Senate, but shall have no vote unless they be equally divided.-— Coii^ 
U. S. Art. I. Sec. 3. 

The Senate shall choose their other officers, and also a President 
pro tempore in the absence of the Vico-President, or vtrhen he shall 
Exercise the office of President of the United States. — Const. U. S, 
Art I. Sec. 3. 

The House of Representatives shall choose their Speaker and other 
officers. — Const, U, S. Art I. Sec. 2. 

When but one person is proposed, and no objection 
made, it has not been usual in Parliament to put any 
question to the House ; but without a question, the 
members proposing him, conduct him to the chair. 
But if there be objection, or another proposed, a ques- 
tion is put by the clerk. — 2 Sats. 168. As are also 
questions of adjournment. — 6 Oreyj 406. Where the 
House debated and exchanged messages and linswers 
with the King for a week, without a Speaker, till they 
were prorogued. They have done it de die in diem 
for 14 days.— 1 Ohand. 331, 335. 

1h the Senate, a President pro tempore, in the absence of the Vice- 
President, is proposed and chosen by ballot His office is understood 
to be determined on the Vice-President's appearing* and taUng- the 
chair, or at the meeting of the Senate after the first recess. — Vide 
Rule 23. 

Where the Speaker has been ill, other Speakers pro 
tempore have been appointed. Instances of this are, 
1 JET. 4, Sir John Cheney, and for Sir Wm. Sturton, 
and in 15 JST. 6, Sir John TyrreU, in 1656, Jan. 27 ; 
1658, Mar. 9 ; 1659, Jan. 13. 



Not merely 
prQ teixrpore. 
— 1 Chand. 
169, 276, 7. 
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Sir Job Charlton ill, Seymour chosen,^ 
1673, Eeb. 18. 

Seymour being ill, Sir Robert Sawyer 
chosen, 1678, April 15th. 

Sawyer being ill, Seymour chosen. 

Thorpe in execution, a new Speaker chosen — 31 ff. 
VI.— 3 Gh-e}/, 11 ; and March"14, 1694, Sir John Tre- 
vor chosen. There have been no later instances. — 
2 Sats. 161.— 4 Imt.—8 Lex.Parl 263. 

A Speaker may be removed at the will of the House, 
and a Speaker pro tempore appointed. — 2 Gfrei/, 186; 
6 Ch'et/, 134 ; Vide Mule, Sen. 23. 



SECTION X. 

ADDRESS. 

The President shall, from time to time, give to the Congress infor- 
mation of the state of the Union, and recommend to their considera- 
tion such measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient— 
Const U. S. Art It. Sec. 3. 

A joint address from both Houses of Parliament is 
read by the Speaker of the House of Lords. It may 
be attended by both Houses in a body, or by a com- 
mittee frc|m each House, or by the two Speakers only. 
An address of the House of Commons only may be 
•]presented by the whole House, or by the Speaker, — 
9 Gh-ei/j 473 ; 1 Chandler, 298, 301 ; or by such par- 
ticular members as are of the Privy Council. — 2Hat9. 
276.' 
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SECTION XI. 

COMMITTEES.* 

Standing committees, as of privileges and elections, 
&c., are usually appointed at the first meeting, to con- 
tinue through the session. The person first named is 
generally permitted to act as chairman. But this is a 
matter of courtesy ; every committee having a right 
to elect their own chairman, who presides over them, 
puts questions, and reports their proceedings to the 
House. — 4 Inst. 11, 12 ; Scoh. 7 ; 1 Q-rey^ 112. 

At these committees the members are to speak stand- 
ing, and not sitting; though there is reason to conjec- 
ture it was formerly otherwise. — D'EweSy 680, col. 1 ; 
4 Pari Hist. 440 ; 2 Hats. 77. 

Their proceedings are not to be published, as they 
are of no force till confirmed by the House. — Rushw. 
part 3, vol. 2, 74 ; 3 Cireyy 401 ; 8coh. 39. Nor can 
they receive a petition but through the House. — 9 
a-rey, 412. 

When a committee is charged with an inquiry, if a 
member prove to be involved, they cannot proceed 
against him, but must make a special report to the 
House ; whereupon the member is heard in his place, 
or at the bar, or a special authority is given to the 
committee to inquire concerning him. — 9 Grey^ 523. 

So soon as the House sits, and a committee is noti- 
fied of it, the chairman is in duty bound to rise in- 
stantly, and the members to attend the service of the 
House.— 2 NaU. 319. Vide Rules H. R. 102. 

It appears, that on joint committee of the Lords and 
Commons, each committee acted integrally, in the fol-. 



* Mode of appointing committees. Vide Senate Rulee, 33, 34 
^ JlulesH.R.1. 
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lowing instances : — 7 Grey, 261, 278, 286, 338 ; 1 
Chandler, 357, 462. In the following instances it 
does not appear whether they did or not : — 6 Girey, 
129 ; 7 arey, 213, 229, 321. 



SECTION XII. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

The speech, messages, and other matters of great 
concernment, are usually referred to a committee of the 
whole House — 6 Ghrey, 311, where general principles 
are digested in the form of resolutions, which are de- 
bated and amended till they get into a shape which 
meets the approbation of a majority. These being re- 
ported and confirmed by the House, are then referred 
to one or more select committees, according as the sub- 
ject divides itself into one or more bills. — Scoh. 36, 
44. Propositions for any charge on the people are 
especially to be first made in a committee of the whole. 
—3 Eats. 127. Vide Rules H. B. 123, 124. The 
sense of the whole is^ better taken in committee, be- 
cause in all committees every one speaks as often as 
he pleases. — Scob. 49. Vide Rules H. R. 125. They 
generally acquiesce in the chairman named by the 
Speaker ; but, as well as all other committees, have a 
right to elect one, some member, by consent, putting 
the question. — Scoh. 36 ; 3 Q-rey, 301. Vide Rules 
H. R. 118. The form of going from the House into 
committee, is for the Speaker, on motion, to put the 
question that the House do now resolve itself into a 
committee of the whole, to take under consideration 
such a matter, naming it. If determined in the affirm- 
ative, he leaves the chair, and takes a seat elsewhere, 
as any other member ; and the person api^iiAfcA. dawa- 
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man seats himself at the clerk's table.--/S(?oJ. 86. 
Vide Rules H. B. 118. Their quorum is the same as 
that of the House ; and if a defect happens, the chair- 
man, on a motion and question, rises, the Speaker re- 
sumes the chair, and the chairman can make no other 
report than to inform the House of the cause of their 
dissolution. If a message is announced during a com- 
mittee, the Speaker takes the chair, and receives it, 
because the committee cannot. — 2 Hats. 125, 126. 

In a committee of the whole, the tellers, on a divi- 
sion, differing as to numbers, great heats and confusion 
arose, and danger of a decision by the sword. The 
Speaker took the chair, the mace was forcibly laid on 
the table ; whereupon, the members retiring to their 
places, the Speaker told the House " he had taken the 
chair without an order, to bring the House into order." 
Some excepted against it; but it was generally approved 
as the only expedient to suppress the disorder. And 
every member was required, standing up in his place, 
to engage that he would proceed no further, in conse- 
quence of what had happened in the grand committee, 
which was done. — 3 Q-rey^ 139. 

A committee of the whole being broken up in dis- 
order, and the chair resumed by the Speaker without 
an order, the House was adjourned. The next day 
the committee was considered as thereby dissolved, 
and the subject again before the House ; and it was 
decided in the House, without returning into commit- 
tee*— 3 arey, 180. 

No previous question can be put in a committee ; 
nor can this committee adjourn as others may; but if 
their business is imfinished, they rise on a question, 
the House is resumed, and the chairman reports that 
the committee of the whole have, according to order, 
had under their consideration such a matter, and have 
made progress therein; but not having time to go 
tJu'ougb the same, have directed him to ask leave to 
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Bit again. Whereupon, a question is put on their 
having leave, and on the time when the House will 
again resolve itself into a committee. — Scoh. 38. But 
if they have gone through the matter referred to them, 
a member moves that the committee may rise, and the 
chairman report their proceedings to the House ; which 
being resolved, the chairman rises, the Speaker re- 
sumes the chair, the chairman informs him that the 
committee have gone through the business referred to 
them, and that he is ready to make report when the 
House shall think proper to receive it. If the House 
have time to receive it, there is usually a cry of " Now, 
Now,'* whereupon he makes the report : but if it be 
late, the cry is, " To-morrow, To-morrow,'* or, " On 
Monday," &c., or a motion is made to that effect, and ^ 
a question put, that it be received to-morrow, &c. — ' 
Scoh. 38. 

In other things the rules of proceedings are to be 
the same as in the House. — Scob. 39. 



SECTION XIII. 

EXAMINATION OF WITNESSES. 

Common fame is a good ground for the House to 
proceed by inquiry, and even to accusation. — Resolu- 
tion of the Souse of Commons, 1 Ca^. 1, 1625; 
Bush. Lex. Pari 115 ; 1 arey, 16. 22. 92 ; 8 Grey, 
21. 23. 27. 45. 

Witne'sses are not to be introduced but where the 
House has previously instituted an inquiry, 2 Hats. 
102, nor then are orders for their attendance given 
blank. — 3 G-rey, 51. 

When any person is examined before a committee, 
or at the bar of the House, any member wishing to 
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ask the person a question, must address it to the 
Speaker or chairman, who repeats the question to the 
person, or says to him, "You hear the question, 
answer it/' But if the propriety of the question be 
objected to, the Speaker directs the witness, counsel, 
and parties to withdraw; for no question can be 
I moved, or put, or debated, while they are there. — 2 
^JETats. 108. Sometimes the questions are previously 
settled in writing before the witness enters. — 2 Hats. 
106, 107 ; 8 Grey^ 64. The questions asked must 
be entered in the journals. — 3 Q-rey^ 81. But the 
testimony given in answer before the House is never 
written down ; but before a committee it must be for 
the information of the House, who are not present to 
hear it.— 7 O-rey, 52, 334. 

If either House have occasion for the presence of a 
person in custody of the other, they ask the other 
their leave that he may be brought up to them in cus- 
todv.— 3 Hats. 52. 

A member, in his place, gives information to the 
House of what he knows of any matter under hearing 
at the bar. — Jour, JET. of (7., Jan. 22, 1744, 5. 
" Either House may request, but not command, the 
attendance of a member of the other. They are to 
make the request by message to the other House, 
and to express clearly the purpose of attendance, that 
no improper subject of examination may be tendered 
to him. The House then gives leave to the member 
to attend, if he choose it ; waiting first to know from 
the member himself whether he chooses to attend, till 
which they do not take the message into considera- 
tion. But when the Peers are sitting as a court of 
Criminal Judicature, they may order attendance ; un- 
less where it be a case of impeachment by the Com- 
mons. There it is to be a request, — 3 Hat9. 17 ; 9 
Qrey. 306. 406 ; 10 G-rey, 133. 
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Counsel are to be heard only on private, hot on 
public bills ; and on such points of law onljr as the 
jftouse shall direct. — 19 Q-reyj 61, 



SECTION XIV. 

ABRANGBMENT OF BUSINESS. 

The Speaker is not precisely bound to any rules as 
to what bills or other matter shall be first taken up, 
but is left to his own discretion, unless the House on 
a question decide to take up a particular subject. — 
Sakew. 136. 

A settled order of business is, however, necessary 
for the government of the presiding person, and to 
restrain individual members from calling up favourite 
measures, or matters under their special patronage, 
out of their just turn. It is useful also for directing 
the discretion of the House, when they are moved to 
take up a particular matter, to the prejudice of others 
having a priority of right to their attention in the 
general order of business. 

In Senate, the bills and other papers which are in possession of the 
House, and in a state to be acted upon, are arranged every morning, 
and brought on in the following order : 

1. Bills ready for a second reading are read, that they may be re- 
ferred to committees, and so be put under way. But if) on their 
being read, no motion is made for commitment, they are then laid on 
the table in the general file, to be taken up in their just turn. 

2. Afler twelve o'clock, bills ready for it are put on their passage. 

3. Reports in possession of the House which offer grounds for a bill, 
ire to be taken up, that the bill may be ordered in. 

4. Bills or other matters before the House, and unfinished on th« 
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preceding day, whether taken up in turn, or on special order, are en- 
titled to be resumed and passed on tlirough their present stage. 

5. These matters being despatched, for preparing and expediting 
business, the general file of bills and other papers is then taken up, 
and each article of it is brought on according to its seniority, reck* 
oned by the date of its first introduction to the House. Reports on 
bills belong to the dates of their bills. 

[The arrangement of the business of the Senate is now as follows : 

1. Motions previously submitted. 

2. Reports of committees previously made. 

3. Bills from the House of Representatives, and those introduced on 
leave, which have been read the first time, are read the second time ; 
and if not referred to a committee, are considered in committee of the 
whole, and proceeded with as in other cases. 

4. After twelve o'clock, engrossed bills of the Senate, and bills of 
the House of Representatives, on the third reading are put on their 
passage. 

5. If the above are finished before one o*clock, the general file of 
bills, consisting of those reported from committees on the second read- 
ing, and those reported from committees afler having been referred, 
are taken up in the order in which they were reported to the Senate 
by th^respcctive committees. 

6. At one o*clock, if no business be pending, or if no motion be 
made to proceed to other business, the special orders are called, at the 
head of which stands the unfinished business of the preceding day.] 
Vide Rules H, R, 19 to 27 inclusive. 

In this way we do not waste our time in debating what shall be 
taken up : we do one thing at a time, follow up a subject while it is 
fresh, and till it is done with ; clear the House of business, gradatim 
as it is brought on, and prevent, to a certain degree, its immense ac* 
cumulation towards the close of the session. 

Arrangement, however, can only take hold of matters in possession 
of the House. New matter may be moved at any time, when no 
question is before the House. Such are original motions, and reports 
on bills. Such are, bills firom the other House, which are received a* 
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aU times, and receive their first reading* as soon as the question then' 
boibre the House is disposed of: and bills brought in on leave, which 
arc read first whenever presented. So, messages from the otlier House 
respecting amendments to bills, are taken up as soon as the House is 
clear of a question, unless they require to be printed for better consi. 
deration. Orders of the day may be called for, even when another 
question is before the House. 



SECTION XV. 

ORDER. 

Each House may determine the rules of its proceedings; punish its 
members for disorderly behaviour, and, with the concurrence of two- 
thirds, expel a member. — Const. I. 5. 

In Parliament, "instances make order,'* per Speaker 
Onslow, 2 Sats. 144 ; but what is done only by one 
Parliament, cannot be called custom of Parliament : 
by Prynne, 1 Girey, 52. 



SECTION XVI. 

ORDER RESPECTING PAPERS. 

The Clerk is to let no journals, records, accounts, 
or papers, be taken from the table, or out of his cus- 
tody.— 2 Hats. 193, 194. 

Mr. Prynne having, at a committee of the whole, 
amended a mistake in a bill, without order or know- 
ledge of the committee, was reprimanded. — 1 Qhand* 
77. 

A bill being missing, the House resolved, that a pro- 
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testation should be made and subscribed by the mem- 
bers, "before Almighty God and this honourable 
House, that neither myself nor any other, to my know- 
ledge, have taken away, or do at this present conceal 
a bill entitled,'' &c.— 5 Grey, 202. ^ 

After a bill is engrossed, it is put into the Speaker's ^ 
hands, and he is not to let any one have it to look 
into. — Town. col. 209. 



SECTION XVII. 

OBDEB IN DEBATE. 

When the S^peaker is seated in his chair, every 
member is to sit in his place. — Scob. 6 ; 3 Grret/j 403. 

When any member means to speak, he is to stand 
up in his place, uncovered, and to address himself, 
not to th^ House, or any particular member, but to 
the Speaker, who calls him by his name, that the 
House may take notice who it is that speaks. — Scob, 
6 ; D'JSwes, 487, col 1 ; 2 JTats. 77 ; 4 Grey, 66 ; 
8 GrreT/j 108. But members who are indisposed may 
be indulged to &mak sitting. — 3Sat8. 75, 77; 1 Orey, 
195. 

In Senate, every member, when he speaks, shall address the chair, 
standing in his place ; and when he has finished, shall sit down. — 
Rule 3. 

When any member is about to speak in debate, or deliver any mat- 
ter to the House, he shall rise from his seat, and respectfully address 
himself to ** Mr. Speaker," and shall confine himself to the question 
under debate, and avoid persona]ity.-^/2u2e H, R, 28. 

When a member stands up to speak, no question is 
to be put ; but he is to be heard, unless the House 
overrule.— -4 Grey, 390 ; 5 Grrey, 6, 143. 

If two or more rise to speak nearly together, the 
Speaker determines who was first up, and calls him 
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by name ; whereupon he proceeds, unless he volunta- 
rily sits down, and gives way to the other. But some- 
times the House does not acquiesce in the Speaker's 
decision ; in which case, the question is put, " which 
member was first up ?'* — 2 Hats. 76 ; Scoh. 7 ; D'Uwes, 
434, col 1, 2. 

In the Senate of the United States, the Presidents decision is with- 
out appeal. Their rule is in these words : — When two members rise at 
the same time^ the President shall name the person to speak ; but in 
all easeSy the member who shall first rise and address the chair, shall 
speak first. — Rule 5, 

No man can speak more than once to the same bill, 
on the same day ; or even on another day, if the debate 
be adjourned. But if it be read more than once, in 
the same day, he may speak once at every reading. — 
Co. 12, 116 ; ffakew. 148 ; Scob. 58 ; 2 Hats. 75. 
Even a change of opinion does not give a right to be 
heard a second time. — Smyth. Uomw. L. 2. c. 3; 
Arcan. Pari. 17. 

The corresponding rule of the Senate is in these words : — ^No mem- 
ber shall speak more than twice in any one debate on the same day, 
without leave of the Senate. — Rule 4. 

No member shall speak more than once to the same question, with- 
out leave of the House, unless he be the mover, proposer, or introducer 
of the mattar pending ; in which case he shall be permitted to speak 
in reply, but not until every member choosing to speak shall have 
spoken. — Rule V//. R, 32. 

But he may be permitted to speak again to clear a 
matter of fact. — 3 Grey^ 357, 416. Or merely to ex- 
plain himself, 3 Hats. 73, in some material part of his 
speech, ib. 75 ; or to the manner or words of the ques- 
tion, keeping himself to that only, and not travelling 
into the merits of it. Memorials in Hahew. 29 ; or to 
the orders of the House, if they be transgressed, keep- 
ing within that line, and falling into the matter itself. 
— Jfem. Hahew. 30, 31. 
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But if the Speaker rises to speak, the member stand- 
ing up* ought to sit down, that he may be first heard 
Toivn, col, 205 ; Hale. Pari. 133 ; Mem, in Hakew. 
30, 31. Nevertheless, though the Speaker may of 
right speak to matters of order, and be first heard, he 
is restrained from speaking on any other subject, ex- 
cept where the House have occasion for facts within 
his knowledge : then he may, with their leave, state 
the matter of fact. — 3 G-rey^ 38. 

No one is to speak impertinently or beside the 
question, superfluously or tediously. — Scoh. 31, 33 ; 
2 Hats. 166, 168 ; Hale. Pari. 133. 

No person is to use indecent language against the 
proceedings of the House, no prior determination of 
which is to be reflected on by any member, unless he 
means to conclude with a motion to rescind it. — 2 
Hats. 169, 170; Rushw. p. 3. v. 1. fol. 42. But 
while a proposition is under consideration, is still -in 
fieri, though it has even been reported by a committee, 
reflections on it are no reflections on the House. — 9 
arey, 308. 

No person, in speaking, is to mention a member 
then present by his name ; but to describe him by his 
seat in the House,, or who spoke last or on the other 
side of the question, &c. Mem. in Hawk. — 3 Smyth* 8 
Comw. L. 2. (?. 3 ; nor to digress from the matter to fall 
upon the person. — 8cob. 31; Hale^ Pari. 133; 2 
Hats. 166, by speaking, reviling, nipping, or unman- 
nerly words ^gainst a particular member. Smyth's 
Comw. L. 2. c. 3. The consequence of a measure 
may be reprobated in strong terms ; but to arraign the 
motives of those who propose or advocate it, is a per- 
sonality, and against order. Qui digreditur a materia 
ad personam, Mr. Speaker ought to suppress. — Ord. 
Com. 1604, Apr. 19. 

When a membei* shall be called to order by the President or a Sena- 
Hxr, he shall sit down ; and every question out of order shall be 
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ffoeided by the Prendont, without debate, subject to an appeal to th«i 
Senate ; and the President may call for the sense of the Senate od 
any question of order. — Rule 6. 

While the Speaker is putting any question , or addressing the Hous6 
none shall walk out of or across the House ; nor in such case, or 
when a member is speaking, shall entertain private discourse ; noi , 
while a member is speaking, shall pass between him and tlic chau. 
Every member shall remain uncovered during the session of the 
House. No member or other person shall visit or remain by the 
Clerk*s table while the ayes and noes are calling, or ballots are count> 
ing,^Rule /f 12. 34. 

No one is to disturb another in his speech, by 
hissing, coughing, spitting, — 6 Oret/y 332 ; Seob. 8 ; 
B^EweSy 832, col. 1 ; nor stand up to interrupt him, — 
Town. col. 205 ; Mem. in Hakew. 31 ; nor to pass 
between the Speaker and the speaking member ; nor 
to go across the House, — Scob. 6 ; or to walk up and 
down it ; or to take books or papers from the table, or 
write there. — 2 Hats. 171. 

Nevertheless, if a member finds it is not the inch 
nation of the House to hear him, and that, by conver 
sation or any other noise, they endeavour to (Jrown 
his voice, it is the most prudent way to submit to the 
pleasure of the House, and sit down ; for it scarcely 
ever happens that they are guilty of this piece of ill 
manners without sufficient reason, or inattentive to a 
member who says any thing worth their hearing. — 
2 Hats. 77, 78. 

If repeated calls do not produce order, the Speaker 
may call, by his name any member obstinately per- 
sisting in irregularity ; whereupon the House may re 
quire the member to withdraw. He is then to b. 
heard in exculpation, and to withdraw. Then the 
Speaker states the offence committed, and the Housr 
considers the degree of punishment they will inflict 
—2 Eat8. 169, 7, 8, 172. 
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But if the Speaker rises to speak, the member stand* 
ing up* ought to sit down, that he may be first heard 
Town. col. 205 ; Jffale. Pari. 133 ; Mem. in Hahew. 
30, 31. Nevertheless, though the Speaker may of 
right speak to matters of order, and bo first heard, he 
is restrained from speaking on any other subject, ex- 
cept where the House have occasion for facts within 
his knowledge : then he may, with their leave, state 
the matter of fact. — 3 Qrey^ 38. 

No one is to speak impertinently or beside the 
question, superfluously or tediously. — Scoh. 31, 33 ; 
2 Hats. 166, 168 ; Hale. Pari. 133. 

No person is to use indecent language against the 
proceedings of the House, no prior determination of 
which is to be reflected on by any member, unless he 
means to conclude with a motion to rescind it. — 2 
Hat8. 169, 170; Rushw. p. 3. v. 1. fol. 42. But 
while a proposition is under consideration, is still -in 
fieri, though it has even been reported by a committee, 
reflections on it are no reflections on the House. — 9 
Grey, 308. * - 

No person, in speaking, is to mention a member 
then present by his name ; but to describe him by his 
seat in the House,, or who spoke last or on the other 
side of the question, &c. Mem. in Hawk. — 3 Smyth* s 
Comw. L. 2. (?. 3 ; nor to digress from the matter to fall 
upon the person. — Scoh. 31 ; Hale^ Pari. 133 ; 2 
Hats. 166, by speaking, reviling, nipping, or unman- 
nerly words jigainst a particular member. SmytKa 
Comw. L. 2. c. 3. The consequence of a measure 
may be reprobated in strong terms ; but to arraign the 
motives of those who propose or advocate it, is a per- 
sonality, and against order. Qui digreditiu: a materia 
ad personam, Mr. Speaker ought to suppress. — Ord. 
Com. 1604, Apr. 19. 

When a membe/ shall be caUcd to order by the President or a Seniu 
fotp he shall sit down; and every question out of order shall be 
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decided by the Preaidont, without debate, subject to an appeal to the 
Senate ; and the President may call for the sense of the Senate od 
any question of order. — Ride 6. 

While the Slpeaker is patting any question, or addressing the Hous6 
none shall walk out of or across the House ; nor in such case, or 
when a member is speaking, shall entertain private discourse ; not , 
while a member is speaking, shall pass between him and Uio chau. 
Every member shall remain uncovered during the session of the 
House. No member or other person shall visit or remain by the 
Clerk*s table while the ayes and noes are calling, or ballots are count- 
ing.— /{ule H R.34. 

No one is to disturb another in his speech, bj 
hissing, coughing, spitting, — 6 Crrei/, 332 ; Seob. 8 ; 
D'JEweSy 332, col. 1 ; nor stand up to interrupt him, — 
Town. coL 205 ; Mem. in Hakew. 31 ; nor to pass 
betwepn the Speaker and the speaking member ; nor 
to go across the House, — Scoh. 6 ; or to walk up and 
down it ; or to take books or papers from the table, or 
write there. — 2 Hats. 171. 

Nevertheless, if a member finds it is not the incli- 
nation of the House to hear him, and that, by conver 
sation or any other noise, they endeavour to 4rown 
his voice, it is the most prudent way to submit to the 
pleasure of the House, and sit down ; for it scarcely 
ever happens that they are guilty of this piece of ill 
manners without sufficient reason, or inattentive to a 
member who says any thing worth their hearing. — 
2 Hat8. 77, 78. 

If repeated calls do not produce order, the Speaker 
may call, by his name any member obstinately per- 
sisting in irregularity ; whereupon the House may re 
quire the member to withdraw. He is then to b. 
heard in exculpation, and to withdraw. Then tht 
Speaker states the offence committed, and the House 
considers the degree of punishment they will inflict 
—2 Eat9. 169, 7, 8, 172. 
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For instances of assaults and affrays in the House 
of Commons, and the proceedings thereon, see 1 Pet. 
Misc. 82 ; 3 Orey, 128 ; 4 Qrey, 328 ; 5 Orey, 38 ; 
26 drey J 204 ; 10 Grey^ 8. Whenever warm words 
or an assault have passed between the members, the 
House, for the protection of their members, requires 
them to declare in their places not to prosecute any 
quairel,— 3 Grey, 128, 293; 5 Grey, 289; or orders 
them to attend the Speaker, who is to accommodate 
their differences, and to report to the House, — 3 Grey, 
419 ; and they are put under restraint, if they refuse, 
or until they do.— 9 Grey, 234, 312. 

Disorderly words are not to be noticed till the mem- 
ber has finished his speech. — 5 Grey, 356 ; 6 Grey, 
60. Then the person objecting to them, and desiring 
them to be taken down by the clerk at the table, must 
repeat them. The Speaker then may direct the clerk 
to take them down in his minutes. But if he thinks 
them not disorderly, he delays the direction. If the 
call becomes pretty general, he orders the clerk to 
take them down, as stated by the objecting member. 
They are then part of his minutes, and when read to 
the offending member, he may deny "they were his 
words, and the House must then decide by a question, 
whether they are his words or not. Then the mem- 
ber may justify them, or explain the sense in which 
he used them, or apologize. If the House is satisfied, 
no further proceeding is necessary. But if two mem- 
bers still insist to take the sense of the House, the 
member must withdraw before that question is stated, 
and then the sense of the House is to be taken. — 2 
Hats. 199 ; 4 Grey, 170 ; 6 Grey, 59. When any 
member has spoken, or other business intervened, 
after offensive words spoken, they cannot be taken 
notice of for censure. And this is for the common 
security of all, and to prevent mistakes, which must 
happen, if words are not taken down immediately. 
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Formerly, they might be taken down at any time the 
same day. — 2 Hats. 196; Mem, in Hdkew. 71; 8 
Grey^ 48 ; 9 Grey^ 614. 

Disorderly words spoken in a committee, must be 
written down as in the House ; but the committee can 
only report them to the House for animadversion. — 
6 Grey^ 46. 

The rule of the Senate says, — If a member be called to order for 
words spoken, the exceptionable words shall be immediately t^ken 
down in writing, that the President may be better enabled to judge. 
— Uwfe 7. 

In Parliament, to speak irreverently or seditiously 
against the King, is against order. — Smyth! % Comw, 
L.2,c.S; 2 Hats. 170. 

It is a breach of order in debate to notice what has 
been said on the same subject in the other House, or 
the particular votes or majorities on it there; because 
the opinion of each House should be left to its own 
independency, not to be influenced by the proceed- 
ings of the other ; and the quoting them might beget 
reflections leading to a misunderstanding between the 
two Houses. — 8 Grey, 22. 

Neither House can exercise any authority over a 
member or officer of the other, but should complain to 
the House of which he is, and leave the punishment to 
them. Where the complaint is of words disrespectfully 
spoken by a member of another House, it is difficult 
to obtain punishment, because of the rules supposed 
necessary to be observed (as to the immediate noting 
down of words) for the security of members. There- 
fore it is the duty of the House, and more particularly 
of the Speaker, to interfere immediately, and not to 
permit expressions to go unnoticed, which may give a 
ground of complaint to the other House, and introduce 
proceedings and mutual accusations between the two 
Houses, which can hardly be terminated without dif- 
ficulty and disorder. — BMats, 61. 
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No member may be present when a bill, or any 
business concerning himself is debating ; nor is any 
member to speak to the merits of it till he withdraws. 
— 2 Hats. 219. The rule is, that if a charge against 
a member arise out of a report of a committee, or ex- 
amination of witnesses in the House, as the member 
knows from that to what j^oints he is to direct his ex- 
culpation, he may be heard to those points, before 
any .question is moved or stated against him. He is 
then to be heard, and withdraw before any question 
is moved. But if the question itself is the charge, as 
for breach of order, or matter arising in debate, there 
the matter must be stated, that is, the question must 
be moved, himself heard, and then to withdraw. — 2 
Eats. 121, 122. 

Where the private interests of a member are con- 
cerned in a bill or question, he is to withdraw. And 
where such an interest has appeared, his voice has 
been disallowed, even after a division. In a case so 
contrary not only to the laws of decency, but to the 
fundamental principles of the social compact, which 
denies to any man to be a judge in his own cause, it 
is for the honour of the House that this rule of imme- 
morial observance should be strictly adhered to. — 2 
HaU. 119, 121 ; 6 Grey, 368. 

No man is to come into the House with his head 
covered, nor to remove from one place to the other 
with his hat on, nor is to put on his hat in coming in, 
or removing, until he be sit down in his place.— 
Scoh. 6. 

A question of order may be adjourned to give time 
to look into precedents. — 2 Hats. 118. 

In the Senate of the United States, every question of order is to bo 
decided by the President, without debate : 6ut if there be a doubt in 
^is mind, he may call for the sense of the Senate. — Rule 6. 

If any member, in speaking, or otherwise, transgress the rules of the 
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House, the Speaker shall, or any member may, call to order ; in which 
case the member so called to order shall immediately sit down, unless 
permitted to explain ; and the House shall, if appealed to, decide on 
the case, but without debate : if there be no appeal, the decision of 
the Chair shall be submitted to. If the decision be in favour of tlie 
member called to order, he shall be at liberty to proceed ; if otherwise, 
he shall not be permitted to 'proceed without leave of the House ; and, 
if the case require it, he shall be liable to the censure of the House. 
— Uufes H, R. 21. 

In Parliament, all decisions of the Speaker may be 
controlled by the House. — 3 Grret/y 319. 



SECTION XVIII. 

ORDERS OF THE HOUSE. 

Of right, the door of the House ought not to be 
shut, but to be kept by porters, or sergeants-at-arms, 
assigned for that purpose.-r-iffoc?. ten. Pari. 23. 

By the rule of the Senate, on motion made and seconded to shii* 
the doors of the Senate, on the discussion of any business which may 
in the opinion of a member, require secrecy, the President shall direcr 
the Gallery to be cleared ; afid during the discussion of such motion 
the door shall remain shut. — Rule 18. 

No motion shall be deemed in order, to admit any person or persons 
whatever within the doors of the Senate-chamber, to present any pe- 
tition, memorial, oivad dress, or to hear any such read. — Rule 19. 

The only case where a member has a right to in- 
sist on any thing, is where he calls for the execution 
of a subsisting order of the House. Here, there 
having been already a resolution, any member has a 
right to insist that the Speaker, or any other whose 
duty it is, shall carry it into* execution ; and no de- 
bate or delay can be had on it. Thus any member 
has a right to have the House or* gallery cleared of 
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strangers, an order existing for that purpose ; or to 
have the House told when there is not a quorum pre- 
sent. — 2 SatB. 87, 129. How far an order of the 
House is binding, see Hakew. 392. 

But where an order is made that any particular 
matter be taken up on a particular day, there a ques- 
tion is to be put when it is called for, Whether the 
House will now proceed to that matter ? ' Where or- 
ders of the day are on important or interesting mat- 
ter, they ought not to be proceeded on till an hour at 
which the House is usually full — {which in Senate is 
at noon,) 

Orders of the day may be discharged at any time, 
and a new one made for a different day. — 3 Ghrey^ 48, 
813. 

When a session is drawing to a close, and the im- 
portant bills are all brought in, the House, in order 
to prevent interruption by further unimportant bills, 
sometimes come io a resolution, that no new bill be 
brought in, except it be sent from the other House. — 
3 arey, 156. 

All orders of the House determine with the session ; 
and one taken under such an order may, after the 
fiession is ended, be discharged on a Habeas Corpus. 
— Itaym. 120; Jacob's L. D, hy Ruff head; Parlia- 
ment, 1 Lev. 165, Pritchard'8 case. 

Where the G)iistitution authorizes each House to determine the 
rules of its proceedings, it must mean in those cases, legislative, exe- 
cutive, or judiciary, submitted to them by the Constitution, or in some- 
thing relating to these, and necessary towards their execution. But 
orders and resolutions are sometimes entered in the journals, having 
no relation to these, such as acceptances of invitations to attend ora- 
tions, to take part in processions, &.c. These must be understood to 
be merely conventional among those who are willing to participate in 
the ceremony, and are therefore, perhaps, improperly placed among 
kbs records of the House. 
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SECTION XIX. 

PETITIONS. 

A PETITION prays something. A remonstrance has 
no prayer. — 1 Ghreyy 58. 

Petitions must be subscribed by the petitioners, 
Scoh. 87 ; L. Pari e. 22 ; 9 Qrey, 362, unless they 
are attending, 1 (?rey, 401, or unable to sign, and 
averred by a member. — 3 Grey^ 418. But a petition 
not subscribed, but which the member presenting it 
affirmed to be all in the handwriting of the petitioner, 
and his name written in the beginning, was, on the 
question, (March 14, 1800,) received by the Senate. 
The averment of a member, or somebody without 
doors, that they know the handwriting of the peti- 
tioners, is necessary, if it be questioned. 6 Qrey^ 36. 
It must be presented by a member, not by the peti- 
tioners, and must be opened by him, holding it in his 
hand, — 10 Q-reyy 57. 

Before any petition or memorial, addressed to the Senate, shall be 
received and read at the table, whether the same shall be introduced 
by the President or a member, a brief statement of the contents of 
the petition or memorial shall verbally be made by the introducer^ — 
RuU 24 

Petitions, memorials, and other papers, addressed to the House, shall 
be presented by the Speaker, or by a member in his place ; a brief 
statement of the contents thereof shall be made verbally by the intro- 
ducer ; they shall not be debated on the day of their being presented, 
nor on any day assig-ned by the House for the receipt of petitions after 
the first thirty days of the session, unless where the House shall direct 
otherwise, but shall lie on the table, to be taken up in the order in 
which they were presented. — Ride H, R. 55, 

Regularly a motion for receiving it must be made 
and seconded, and a question put, Whether it shall be 
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received ? But a cry from the House of " Received," 
or even its silence, dispenses with the formality of 
this question : it is then to be read at the table, and 
disposed of. 



SECTION XX. 

'motions. 

When a motion has been made, it is not to be put 
to the question, or debated, until it is seconded. — 
Scol. 21. 

The Senate Bay, No motion shall be debated until the same shall 
be seconded. — Rule 9. 

It is then, and not till then, in possession of the 
House. It is to be put into writing, if the House or 
Speaker require it, and must be read to the House by 
the Speaker, as often as any member desires it for his 
information. — 2 Hats, 82. 

The rule of the Senate is, When a motion shall be made and sec- 
onded, it shall be reduced to writing, if desired by the President or 
any member, deliTered in at the table, and read by the President, 
before the same shall be debated. — Rule 10. 

When a motion is made and seconded, it shall be stated by the 
Speaker ; or, being in writing, it shall be handed to the chair, and 
read aloud by the clerk before debated.— -i2u/e< H^ R, 38. 

Every motion shall be reduced to writing, if the Speaker or any 
member desire it — Rules H» R, 39. 

It might be asked, whether a motion for adjourn- 
ment, or for the orders of the day, can be made by 
one member while another is speaking ? It cannot. 
When two members offer to speak, he who rose first 
is to be heard, and it is a breach of order in anothei 
to interrupt him, unless by calling him to order if he 
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departs from it. And the question of order being de- 
cided, he is still to be heard through. A call for ad- 
journment, or for the order of the day, or for the 
question, by gentlemen from their seats, is not a mo- 
tion. No motion can be made without arising and 
addressing the chair. Such calls are themselves 
breaches of order, which, though the member who has 
risen may respect as an expression of impatience of 
the House against farther debate, yet, if he chooses, 
he has a right to go on. 



SECTION XXI. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

When the House commands, it is by an "order." ' 
But facts, principles, their own opinions and purposes, 
are expressed in the form of resolutiolis. 

A resolution for an allowance of money to the clerks being moved, 
it was objected to as not in order, and so ruled by the chair. But on 
appeal to the Senate, (i. e^ a call for their sense by the President, on 
account of doubt in his mind, according to Rule 16,) the decision was 
overruled. — Joum, Sen.^ June 1, 1796. I presimie the doubt was, 
whether an allowance of money could be made otherwise than by 
biU. 



SECTION XXII. 

BILLS. 

Every bill shall receive three readings previous to its being passed; 
and the President shall give notice at each, whether it be the first, 
second, or third ; which readings shall be on three different days, 
mless the Senate nnanimoosly direct otherwise. — Rule 26. 
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SECTION XXVI. 

BILLS, COMMITMENT. 

If, on motion and question, it be decided that the 
bill shall be committed, it may then be moved to be 
referred to a committee of the whole House, or to a 
special committee. If the latter, the Speaker proceeds 
to name the committee. Any member also may name 
a single person, and the clerk is to write him down as 
of the committee. But the House have a controlling 
power over the names and number, if a question be 
moved against any one ; and may in any case put dn 
and put out whom they please. 

Those who take exceptions to some particulars in 
the bill, are to be of the committee. 5ut none who 
speak directly against the body of the bill. For he 
that would totally destroy, would not amend it. — 
Hakew. 146 ; Town, col 2Q8 ; D'Ewes, 634, col. 2 ; 
Scob. 47 ; or, as is said, 5 Grey^ 145, the child is not 
to be put to a nurse that cares not for it. — 6 (?rey, 
373. It is therefore a constant rule, " that no man 
is to be employed in any matter who has declared 
himself against it." And when any member who is 
against the bill, hears himself named of its committee, 
he ought to ask to be excused. Thus, March 6, 1606, 
Mr. Hadley was, on the question being put, excused 
from being of a committee, declaring himself to be 
against the matter itself.— 7/SfeoJ. 48. 

No bill shall be committed or amended until it shall have been 
twice read, after which it may be referred to a committee. — Rule 27. 

The first reading of a bill shall be jR>r information ; and if opposition 
he made to it, tbe-question shall be, ** Shall this bill be rejected?** If 
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no opposition be made, or if the question to reject be negatived, the 
bin shall go to its second reading without a question. — Rule$ H, 
R. 110. 

In the appointment of the standing committees, the Senate will 
proceed, by ballot, scTcrally to appoint the chairman of each committee, 
and then, by one ballot, the other members necessary to complete the 
same ; and a majority of the whole number of votes given shall be 
necessary to the choice of a chairman of a standing committee. All 
other committees shall be appointed by ballot, and a plurality of votes 
shall make a choice. When any subject or matter shall have been 
referred to a committee, any other subject or matter of a similar 
nature may, on motion, be referred to such committee. — Ride 34 

The clerk may deliver the bill to any member of 
the committee. — Town. col. 138. But it is usual to 
deUver it to him who is first named. 

In some cases, the House has ordered the committee 
to withdraw immediately into the Committee-chamber, 
and act on and bring back the bill, sitting the House. 
—Scoh. 48. Vide Rulea H. R. 102. 

A committee meets when and where they please, 
if the House has not ordered time and place for 
them. — 6 Chreyy 370. But they can only act when 
together, and not by separate consultation and con- 
sent ; nothing being the report of the committee, but 
what has been agreed to in committee actually assem- 
bled. 

A majority of the committee constitutes a quorum 
for business. — Ehynge's method of passing billsj 11. 

Any member of the House may be present at any 
select committee, but cannot vote, and must give place 
to all of the committee, and must sit below them. — 
EUynge^ 12 ; Scoh. 49. 

The committee have full power over the bill, or 
other paper committed to them, except that they can- 
not change the title or subject. — 8 Q-rey^ 228. 

The paper before a committee, whether select or 
of the whole, may be a bill, resolutions^ draught of an 
S 
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address, &c., and it may cither originate with them, 
or be referred to them. In every case, the whole paper 
is read first by the clerk, and then by the chairman, 
by paragraphs, Scoh. 49, pausing at the end of each 
paragraph, and putting questions, for amending, if 
proposed. In the case of resolutions on distinct sub- 
jects, originating with themselves, a question is put 
on each separately, as amended, or unamended, and 
no final question on the whole. — ZHats. 276. But 
if they relate to the same subject, a question is put 
on the whole. If it be a bill, draught of an address, 
or other paper originating with them, they proceed 
by paragraphs, putting questions for amending, either 
by inserting or striking out, if proposed ; but no ques- 
tion on agreeing to the paragraphs separately. This 
is reserved to the close, when a question is put on 
the whole for agreeing to it as amended or unamended. 
But if it be a paper referred to them, they proceed to 
put questions of amendment, if proposed, but no final 
question on the whole ; because all parts of the paper 
having been adopted by the House, stand, of course, 
unless altered, or struck out by a vote. Even if they 
are opposed to the whole paper, and think it cannot 
be made good by amendments, they cannot reject it, 
but must report it back to the House without amend- 
ments, and there make their opposition. 

The natural order in considering and amending any 
paper is, to begin at the beginning, and proceed through 
it by paragraphs : and this order is so strictly adhered 
to in Parliament, that, when a latter part has been 
amended, yoa cannot recur back and make any alter- 
ation in a former part. — 2 Sats, 90. In numerous 
assemblies, this restraint is, doubtless, important. 

But in the Senate of the United States, though in the main we ccai» 
•ider and amend the paragraphs in their natural order,, yet recurrences 
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are indulged ; and they seem, on the whole, in that small body, to 
produce advantages overweighing their inconveniences. 

To this natural order of beginning at the beginning, 
there is a single exception found in Parliamentary 
usage. When a bill is taken up in committee, or on 
its second reading, they postpone the preamble, till 
the other parts of the bill are gone through. The 
reason is, that on consideration of the body of the bill, 
such alterations may therein be made, as may also 
occasion the alteration of the preamble. — Scoh. 50 ; 
7 Orey, 431. 

On this head, the following case occurred in the 
Senate, March 6, 1800. A resolution which had no 
preamble, having been already amended by the House, 
so that a few words only of the original remained in 
it, a motion was made to prefix a preamble, which, 
having an aspect yery different from the resolution, 
the mover intimated that he should afterwards propose 
a correspondent amendment in the body of the reso- 
lution. It was objected that a preamble could not be 
taken up till the body of the resolution is done with. 
But the preamble was received ; because we are in fact 
through the body of the resolution, we have amended 
that as far as amendments have been offered, and in- 
deed till little of the original is left. It is the proper 
time, therefore, to consider a preamble ; and whether 
the one offered be consistent-with the resolution, is for 
the House to determine. The mover, indeed, has in- 
timated that he shall offer a subsequent proposition 
for the body of the resolution ; but the House is not in 
possession of it ; it remains in his breast, and may be 
withheld. The rules of the House can only operate 
on what is before them. The practice of the Senate, 
too, allows recurrences backwards and forwards for 
the purpose of amendments, not permitting amend- 
ments in a subsequent, to preclude those in a prior 
part, or e converao. 
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When the committee is through the whole, a mem- 
ber moves that the committee may rise, and the chair- 
man report the paper to the House, with or without 
amendments, as the case may be. — 2 Hats. 289, 292 ; 
Scoh. 53 ; 2 Hats. 290 ; 8 Scoh. 50. 

When a vote is once passed in a committee, it can- 
not be altered but by the House, their votes being 
binding on themselves. — 1607, June 4. 

The committee may not erase, interline, or blot the 
bill itself; but must, in a paper by itself, set down the 
amendments, stating the words that are to be inserted 
or omitted, Scol. 50 ; and where, by reference to the 
page, line, and word of the bill. — Scoh. 50, 



SECTION XXVII. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE. 

The chairman of the committee, standing in his 
place, informs the House that the committee, to whom 
was referred such a bill, have, according to order, had 
the same under consideration, and have directed him 
to report the same without any amendment, or with 
sundry amendments, (as the case may be,) which he 
is ready to do when the House pleases to receive it. 
And he, or any other, may move that it be now re- 
ceived. But the cry of "now, now,'* from the House, 
generally dispenses with the formality of a motion and 
question. He then reads the amendments, with the 
coherence in the bill, and opens the alterations, and 
the reasons of the committee for such amendments, 
until he has gone through the whole. He then de- 
livers it at the clerk's table, where the amendments 
reported are read by the clerk, without the coherence; 
whereupon the papers lie upon the table, till the 
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House, at his convenience, shall take up the report. — 
Scob. 62; Sakew. 148. 

The report being made, the committee is dissolved, 
and can act no more without a new power. — Scoh. 51. 
But it may be revived by a vote, and the same matter 
recommitted to them. — AQrey^ 361. 



SECTION XXVIII. 

BILL, RECOMMITMENT. 

After a bill has been committed and reported, it 
ought not, in an ordinary course, to be recommitted. 
But in cases of importance, and for special reasons, it 
is sometimes recommitted, and usually to the same 
committee. Sakew, 151. If a report be committed 
before agreed to in the House, what has passed in the 
committee is of no validity; the whole question is 
again before the committee, and a new resolution 
must be again moved, as if nothing had passed. — 3 
Hat9. 131, note. 

In Senate, January, 1800, the salvage bill was re- 
committed three times after the commitment. 

A particular clause of a bill may be committed with- 
out the whole bill, — 3 Hats. 131 ; or so much of a 
paper to one, and so much to another committee. 



SECTION XXIX. 

BILL, REPORT TAKEN UP. 

When the report of a paper, originating with a 
tTommittee, is taken up by the House, they proceed 
exactly as in committee. Here, as in committeei 
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*wlien the paragraphs have, on distinct questions, been 
agreed to seriatim^ — 5 Gr7'eyy 366 ; 6 Grrey^ 368 ; 8 
arey, 47, 104, 360 ; 1 TorbucFs deb. 125 ; 3 ITata. 
348, — no question needs be put on the whole report. 
5(?r^y, 381.- 

On taking up a bill reported with amendments, the 

* amendments only are read by the clerk. The Speaker 
then reads the first, and puts it to the question, and 
so on till the whole are adopted or rejected, before 
any other amendment be admitted, except it be an 
amendment to an amendment. — JElsynge's Mem, 23. 
When through the amendments of the committee, the 
Speaker pauses, and gives time for amendments to be 
proposed in the House to the body of the bill ; as he 
does also if it has been reported without amendments ; 
putting no question but on amendments proposed; 
and wnen through the whole, he puts the question, 
Whether the bill shall be read the third time i 



SECTION XXX. 

QUASI-COMMITTEE. 

If, on the motion anii question, the bill be not com- 
mitted, or if no proposition for commitment be made, 
then the proceedings in the Senate of the United 
States and in Parliament are totally different. The 
former shall be first stated. 

The 28th rule of the Senate says, "All bills, on a second reading, 
shall first be considered by the Senate in the same manner as if the 
Senate were in a committee of the whole, before they shall be taken up 
and proceeded on by the Senate agreeably to the standing rules, unless 
otherwise ordered ;" that is to say, unless ordered to be referred to a 
vpeciul committee. And when the Senate shall consider a treaty, bill. 
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cr resolation, as in committee of the whole, the Vice-President or 
President pro tempore may call a member to fill the chair, during the 
time the Senate shall remain in committee of the whole ; and the 
chairman so called shall, during such time, have the powers of a 
President pro tempore. 

The proceedings of the Senate, as in a committee of the whole, or 
in quasi-committee, are precisely as in a real committee of the whole, 
taking no questions but on amendments. When through the whole, 
they consider the quasi-committee as risen, the House resumed, without 
any motion, question, or resolution to that effect, and the President 
reports, that ** the House, acting as in committee of the whole, have 
had under ccmsideration the bill entitled, &c., and have made sundry 
amendments, which he will now report to the House.** The bill is 
then be&re them, as it would have been if reported fsQm a committee, 
and questions are regularly to be put again on every amendment ; 
which being gone through, the President pauses to give time to the 
House to propose amendments to the body of the bill, and when 
through, puts the question, whether it shall be read a third time ? 

After progress in amending a bill in quasi-committee, a motion may 
be made to refer it to a special committee. If the motion'^revails, it 
is equivalent in effect to the several votes that the committee rise, the 
House resume itself discharge the committee of the whole, and refbr 
the bill to a special committee. In that case, the amendments already 
made fall. But if the motion &ils, the quasi-committee stands in 
statu quo. 

How far does this 28th rule subject the House, 
when in quasi-committee, to the laws which regulate 
the proceedings of a committee of the whole ? The 
particulars, in which these diiSer from proceedings in 
the House, are the following: — 1. In a committee, 
every member may speak as often as he pleases. — 2. 
The votes of a committee may be rejected or altered 
when reported to the House. — 3. A committee, even 
of the whole, cannot refer any matter to another com- 
mittee. — 4. In a committee, no previous question can 
be taken: the only means to avoid an improper 
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discussion, is to move that the committee rise : and 
if it be apprehended that the same discussion will 
be attempted on returning into committee, the House 
can discharge them, and proceed itself on the busi- 
ness, keeping down the improper discussion by the 
previous question. — 5. A committee cannot punish a 
breach of order, in the House, or in the gallery, — 
9 Grey^ 113 ; it can only rise and report it to the 
House, who may proceed to punish. 

The Ist and 2d of these peculiarities attach to the quasi-committee 
of the Senate, as every daj*s practice proves ; and seem to be the only 
ones to which the 28th rule meant to subject them : for it continues 
to be a House, tfnd therefore, though it acts in some respects as a 
committee, in others it preserves its character as a House. — Thus, 3d, 
It is in the daily habit of referring its business to a special committee. 
—4th. It admits the previous question : if it did not, it would have no 
means of preventing an improper discussion ; not being able, as the 
committee is, to avoid it by returning into the House : for the moment 
it would resume the same subject there, the 20th rule declares it again 
a quasi-committee. — 5th. It would doubtless exercise its powers as a 
House on any breach of order. — 6th. It takes a question by Yea and 
Nay, as the House does. — 7th. It receives messages from the Presi- 
dent and the other Houses — 8th. In the midst of a debate, it receives 
a motion to adjourn, and adjourns as a House, not as a committee. 



SUCTION XXXI. 

BILL, SECOND BEADINQ IN THE HOUSE. 

In Parliament, after the bill has been read a second 
time, if, on the motion and question, it be not com- 
mitted, or if no proposition for commitment be made, 
the Speaker reads it by paragraphs, pausing between 
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each, but putting no questions but on amendments 
proposed ; and when through the whole, he puts the 
question, Whether it shall be read a third time ? if it 
came from the other House. Or, if originating with 
themselves, Whether it shall be engrossed and read a 
third time ? The Speaker reads sitting, but rises to 
put a question. The clerk stands while he reads. 

But the Senate of the United States is so much in the hahit of 
making many and material amendments at the third reading, that it 
has become the practice not to engross a bill till it has passed. An 
irregular and dangerous practice ; because, in this way, the paper 
which passes the Senate is not that which goes to the other House ; 
and that which goes to the other House as the act of the Senate, has 
never been seen in Senate. In reducing numerous, difficult, and ille- 
gible amendments into the tezt, the secretary may, with the most in- 
nocent intentions, commit errors which can never again be corrected.* 

The bill being now as perfect as its friends can 
make it, this is the proper stage for those, fundament- 
ally opposed, to make their first attack. All attempts 
at other periods are with disjointed efforts ; because 
many who do not expect to be in favour of the bill, 
ultimately, are willing to let it go on to its perfect 



* This difficulty has since been obviated by the following Rule of 
the Senate : 

•* The final question upon the second reading of every bill, resolu- 
tion, constitutional amendment, or motion, originating in the Senate, 
and requiring three readings previous to being passed, shall be. Whe- 
ther it shall be engrossed and read a third time ? and no amendment ' 
shall be received for discussion at the third reading of any bill, reso- 
lution, amendment, or motion, unless by unanimous consent of the 
members present : but it shall at all times be in order, before the final 
passage of any such bill, resolution, constitutional amendment, or 
motion, to move its commitment ; and should such commitment take 
place, and any amendment be reported by the committee, the said . 
bill, resolution, constitutional amendment, or motion, shall be again 
read a jiecond time, and considered as in committee of the whole, and 
then the afiiresaid question shall be again put.*' — Rui9 29. 

8* 
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state, to take time to examine it themselves, and to 
hear what can be said for it ; knowing that, after all, 
they have sufficient opportunities of giving it their 
veto. Its two last stages, therefore, are reserved for 
this, that is to say, on the question. Whether it shall 
be engrossed and read a third time? and, lastly. 
Whether it shall pass ? The first of these is usually 
the most interesting contest ; because then the whole 
subject is new and engaging, and the minds of the 
members having not yet been declared by any trying 
vote, the issue is the more doubtful. In this stage, 
therefore, is the main trial of strength between its 
friends and opponents; and it behooves every one 
to make up his mind decisively for this question, or 
he loses the main battle ; and accident and manage- 
ment may, and often do, prevent a successful rallying 
on the next and last question. Whether it shall pass ? 
When the bill is engrossed, the title is to be en- 
dorsed on the back, and not within the bill. — Sakew. 
250. 



SECTION XXXII. 

READING PAPERS. 

Where papers are laid before the House, or re- 
ferred to a committee, every member has a right to 
have them once read at the table, before he can be 
compelled to vote on them. But it is a great, though 
common error, to suppose that he has a right, toties 
quotieB^ to have acts, journals, accounts, or papers, 
on the table, read independently of the will of the 
House. The delay and interruption which this might 
be made to produce, evince the impossibility of the 
existence of such a right. There is indeed so mani- 
fest a propriety of permitting every member to have 
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as mucli information as possible on every question on 
wliich hie is to vote, that when he desires the reading, 
if it be seen that it is really for information, and not 
for delay, the Speaker directs it to be read without 
putting a question, if no one objects. But if objected 
to, a question must be put. — 2 Hats, 117, 118. 

It is equally an error to suppose, that any member 
has a right, -without a question put, to lay a book or 
paper on the table, and have it read, on suggesting 
that it contains matter infringing on the privileges of 
the House.— 2 Eats. 117, 118. 

For the same reason, a member has not a right to 
read a paper in his place, if it be objected to, without 
leave of the House. But this rigour is never exercised 
but where there is an intentional or gross abuse of the 
time and patience of the House. 

A member has not a right even to read his own 
speech, committed to writing, without leave. This 
also is to prevent an abuse of time ; and therefore is 
not refused, but where that is intended. 2 Chrey^ 227. 

A report of a committee of the Senate on a bill 
from the House of Representatives being under con- 
sideration, on motion that the report of the committee 
of the House of Representatives on the same bill be 
read in the Senate, it passed in the negative. — Feb. 
28, 1793. 

Formerly, when papers were referred to a commit- 
tee, they used to be first read ; but of late, only the 
titles ; iinless a member insists they shall be read, and 
then nobody can oppose it. — 2 Sots. 117. 



SECTION XXXIII. 

PRIVILEGED QUESTIONS. 

When a question is under debate, no motion shall be received but 
to adjoom, to lie on the table, to postpone indefinitely, to postpone to 
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a day certain, to commit, or to amend ; which seyeral motions shaU 
have precedence in the order they stand arranged, and the motion fer 
adjournment shall always be in order, and be decided without debate. 

—Ride 11. 

When a question is under debate, no motion shall be received but 
to adjourn, to lie on the table, for the previous question, to postpone to 
a day certain, to commit or amend, to postpone indefinitely; which 
several motions shall have precedence in the order in which tbey are 
arranged : and no motion to postpone to a day certain, to commit, or 
to postpone indefinitely, being decided, shall be again allowed on the 
tame day, and at the same stage of the bill or proposition. A motion 
to strike out the enacting words of a bill shall have precedence of a 
motion to amend, and if carried, shall be considered equivalent to its 
rejection. — Rtdea H, R, 41 

It is no possession of a bill, unless it be delivered 
to the clerk to be read, or the Speaker reads the 
title. — Lex. Pari. 274; JElsynge, Mem. 85; Ord. 
Souse Commons, 64. 

It is a general rule, that the question first moved 
and seconded shall be first put. — Scob. 28, 22; 2ffats. 
81. But this rule gives way to what may be called 
privileged questions ; and the privileged questions are 
of difierent grades among themselves. 

A motion to adjourn, simply takes place of all 
others ; for otherwise the House might be kept sitting 
against its will, and indefinitely. Yet this motion 
cannot be received after another question is actually 
put, and while the House is engaged in voting. 

Orders of the day take place of all other questions, 
except for adjournment. That is to say, the question 
which is the subject of an order, is made a privileged 
one, pro hae vice. The order is a repeal of the general 
rule as to this special case. When any member moves, 
therefore, for the orders of the day to be read, no 
further debate is permitted on the question which was 
before the House ; for if the debate might proceed, it 
might continue through the day, and defeat the order. 
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This motion, to entitle it to precedence, must be for 
the orders generally, and not for any particular one ; 
and if it be carried on the question, " Whether the 
House will now proceed to the orders of the day?" 
they must be read and proceeded on in the course in 
which they stand. — 2 Hats. 83. For priority of order 
gives priority of right, which cannot be taken away 
but by another special order. 

After these there are other privileged questions, 
which will require considerable explanation. 

It is proper that every Parliamentary assembly 
should have certain forms of question, so adapted as 
to enable them fitly to dispose of every proposition 
which can be made to them. Such are, 1. The pre- 
vious question: 2. To postpone indefinitely: 3. To 
adjourn to a definite day: 4. To lie on the table: 
5. To commit : 6. To amend. The proper occasion 
for each of these questions should be understood. 

1. When a propositioh is moved, which it is useless 
or inexpedient now to express or discuss, the previous 
question has been introduced for suppressing, for that 
time, the motion and its discussion. — 3 #a^«. 188, 
189. 

2. But as the previous question gets rid of it only 
for that day, and the same proposition may recur the 
next day, if they wish to suppress it for the whole of 
that session, they postpone it indefinitely. — 3 Hats. 
183. This quashes the proposition for that session, 
as an indefinite adjournment is a dissolution, or the 
continuance of a suit sine die is a discontinuance 
of it. 

3. When a motion is made which it will be proper 
to act on, but information is wanted, or something 
more pressing claims the present time, the question or 
debate is adjourned to such a day within the session 
as will answer the views of the House. — 2 Hats. 81. 
And those who have spoken before, may not speak 
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again when the adjourned debate is resumed. — 2 Hats. 
73. Sometimes, however, this has been abusively used, 
by adjourning it to a day beyond the session, to get 
rid of it altogether, as would be done by an indefinite 
postponement. 

4. When the House has something else which claims 
its present attention, but would be willing to reserve 
in their power to take up a proposition whenever it 
shall suit them, they order it to lie on their table. It 
may then be called for at any time. 

5. If the proposition will want more amendment 
and digestion than the formalities of the House will 
conveniently admit, they refer it to a committee. 

6. But if the proposition be well digested, and may 
need but few and simple amendments, and especially 
if these be of leading consequence, they then proceed 
to consider and amend it themselves. 

The Senate, in their practice, vary from this regu- 
lar gradation of forms. Their practice, comparatively 
with that of Parliament, stands thus : 

For the Parliamentary, The Senate uses, 

Postmt indefinite. — ^Postmt to a day beyond the session 

Adjournment — ^Postmt to a day within the session. 

T . xu X ui S Postponement indefinite. " 

Laymg on the table. j laying on the table. 

In their 11th Rule, therefore, which declares, that 
while a question is before the Senate, no motion shall 
be received, unless it be for the previous question, or 
to postpone, commit or amend the main question, the 
term postponement must be understood according to 
their broad use of it, and not in its Parliamentary 
sense. Their rule then establishes as privileged ques- 
tions, the previous question, postponement, commit* 
ment, and amendment. 

But it may be asked. Have these questions any 
privilege among themselves? or are they so equal 



PEIVILBGBD QUESTIONS. 67 

that the common principle of the " first moved, first 
put," takes place among them ? This will need ex- 
planation. Their competitions may be as follow : 

1. Prey. Qu. and Postpone i In the 1st, 2d, and 3d classes, and 

Commit > the let member of tlie 4th class, the 
Amend S rule ^ first moved, first put,** takes 

2. Postpone and Prev. Qu. ) P^^^^®- 

Commit > 
Amend 3 

3. Commit and Prev. Qu. i 

Postpone > 
Amend ) 

4 Amend and Prev. Qu. 1 

Postpone > 
Commit^ 

In the 1st class, where the previous question is first 
moved, the effect is peculiar ; for it not only prevents 
the after motion to postpone or commit from being 
put to question before it, but also from being put after 
it. For if the previous question be decided affirma- 
tively, to wit, that the main question shall now be put, 
it would of course be against the decision to postpone 
or commit. And if it be decided negatively, to wit, 
that the main question shall not now be put, this puts 
the House out of possession of the main question, and 
consequently, there is nothing before them to postpone 
or commit. So that neither voting for nor against the 
previous question, will enable the advocates for post- 
poning or committing to get at their object. Whether 
it may be amended, shall be examined hereafter. 

2d class. — If postponement be decided affirmatively, 
the proposition is removed from before the House, and 
consequently, there is no ground for the previous 
question. Commitment or amendment. But if decided 
negatively, that it shall not be postponed) the main 
question may then be suppressed by the previous ques- 
tion, or may be committed or amended. 
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The 3d class is subject to the same observations as 
the 2d. - 

The 4th class. — ^Amendment of the main question 
first moved, and afterwards the previous question, the 
question of amendment shall be first put. 

Amendment and postponement competing, post- 
ponement is first put, as the equivalent proposition 
to adjourn the main question would be in Parliament. 
The reason is, that the question for amendment is 
not suppressed by postponing or adjourning the main 
question, but remains before the House whenever the 
main question is resumed ; and it might be that the 
occasion for other urgent business might go by, and 
be lost by length of debate on the amendment, if the 
House had it not in their power to postpone the whole 
subject. 

Amendment and commitment. The question for 
committing, though last moved,, shall be first put; 
because in truth it facilitates and befriends the motion 
to amend. Scohell is express : — "On a motion to 
amend a bill, any one may, notwithstanding, move to 
commit it, and the question for commitment shall be 
first put." — Scoh. 46. 

We have hitherto considered the case of two or 
more of the privileged questions contending for privi- 
lege between themselves, when both were moved on 
the original or main question ; but now let us suppose 
one of them to be moved, not on the original primary 
question, but on the secondary one, e. g. 

Suppose a motion to postpone, commit, or amend 
the main question, and that it be moved to suppress 
that motion by putting the previous question on it. 
This is not allowed ; because it would embarrass ques- 
tions too much to allow them to be piled on one an- 
other several stories high ; and the same result may 
be had in a more simple way, by deciding against the 
postponement, commitment, or amendment.-— 2 HaU. 
81, 2,3,4. 
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Suppose a motion for the previous question, or com- 
mitment or amendment of the main question, and that 
it be then moved to postpone the motion for the pre- 
vious question, or for commitment or amendment of 
the main question ; 1. It would be absurd to postpone 
the previous question, commitment, or amendment, 
alone, and thus separate the appendage from its prin* 
cipal ; yet it must be postponed separately from its 
original, if at all : because the 8th rule of the Senate 
says, that when a main question is before the House, 
no motion shall be received but to commit, amend, or 
pre-question the original question ; which is the Par- 
liamentary doctrine ; therefore, the motion to postpone 
the secondary motion for the previous question, or for 
committing or amending, cannot be received: 2. This 
is a piling of questions one on another, which, to avoid 
embarrassment, is not allowed: 3. The same result 
may be had more simply, by voting against the pre- 
vious question, commitment, or amendment. 

Suppose a commitment moved, of a motion for the 
previous question, or to postpone, or amend. 

The 1st, 2d, and 3d reasons before stated, all hold 
good against this. 

Suppose an amendment moved to a motion for the 
previous question ? Answer : The previous question 
cannot be amended. Parliamentary usage-, as well as 
the 9th Rule of the Senate, has fixed its form to be, 
" Shall the main question be now put?** i. e.y at this 
instant. And as the present instant is but one, it can 
admit of no modification. To change it to to-morrow, 
or any other moment, is without example and without 
utility. But suppose a motion to amend a motion for 
postponement, as to one day instead of another, or to a 
special instead of indefinite time. The us'^ful charac- 
ter of amendment gives it a privilege of attaching itself 
to a secondary privileged motion. That is, we may 
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amend a postponement of a main question. So w« 
may amend a commitment of a main question, as by 
adding, for example, "with instruction to inquire," 
&c. In like manner, if an amendment be moved to an 
amendment, it is admitted. But it would not be ad- 
* mitted in another degree ; to wit, to amend an amend- 
^ment to an amendment of a main question. This would 
lead to too much embarrassment. The line must be 
drawn somewhere ; and usage has drawn it after the 
amendment to the amendment. The same result must 
be sought by deciding against the amendment to the 
amendment, and then moving it again as it was wished 
to be amended. In this form it becomes only an 
amendment to an amendment. 

When motions are made fi>r reference of the same subject to a select 
committee, and to a standing committee, the question on reference to 
the standing committee shall be first pat — Rule 35. 

Infilling a blank with a sum, the largest sum shall 
be first put to the question, by the ISth Rule of the 
Senate,^ contrary to the rule of Parliament, which 
privileges the smallest sum and longest time. — 5 Q^rey, 
179; "LHats. 8, 83; ZEats. 132, 133. And this is 
considered to be not in the form of an amendment to 
the question, but as alternative or successive originals. 
In all cases of time or number, we must consider whe- 
ther the larger comprehends the lesser, as in a question 
to what day a postponement shall be, the number of a 
committee, amount of a fine, term of an imprisonment, 
term of irredeemability of a loan, or the terminus in 
quem in any other case. Then the question must 
begin a maxima. Or whether the lesser includes the 



* In filling up blanks, the largest sum and longest time shall be 
first put— JSfiZe 13. 
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greater, as in question on the limitation of the rate of 
interest, on what day the session shall be closed by 
adjournment, on what day the next shall commence, 
when an act shall commence, or the terminus a quo in 
any other case, where the question must begin a mi- 
nimo. The object being not to begin at that extreme, 
which, and more, being within every man's wish, no 
one could negative it, and yet, if we should vote in the 
affirmative, every question for more would be pre- 
cluded ; but at that extreme which would unite few, 
and then to advance or recede till you get to a num- 
ber which will unite a bare majority. — 3 Grrey, 376, 
384, 385. " The fair question in this case is not that 
to which and more all will agree, whether there shall 
be addition to the question.'' — IGrrey, 365. 

Another exception to the rule of priority is, when 
a motion has been made to strike out or agree to a 
paragraph. Motions to amend it are to be put to the 
question, before a vote is taken on striking out, or 
agreeing to the whole paragraph. 

But there are several questions, which, being inci- 
dental to every one, will take place of every one, pri- 
vileged or not; to wit, a question of order arising 
out of any other question, must be decided before 
that question. — 2 ffats. 88. 

A matter of privilege arising out of any question, 
or from a quarrel between two members, or anjr 
other cause, supersedes the consideration of the ori- 
ginal question, and must be first disposed of. — 2 
Mats. 88. 

Reading papers relative to the question before the 
House. This question must be put before the princi- 
pal one. — 2 Hats. 88. 

Leave asked to withdraw a motion. The rule of 
Parliament being, that a motion made and secon4ed 
is in possession of the House, and cannot be with- 
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drawn without leave, the very terms of the rule imply 
that leave may be given, and, consequently, may be 
asked and put to the question. 



SECTION XXXIV. 

THE PREVIOUS QUESTION. 

When any question is before the House, any mem- 
ber may move a previous question, "Whether that 
?uestion (called the main question) shall now be put?" 
f it pass in the affirmative, then the main question is 
to be put immediately, and no man may speak any 
thing further to it, either to add or alter. — memor. in 
Hakew. 28 ; 4 Grey, 27. 

The previous question being moyed and seconded, the question from 
the chair shall be, "Shall the main question be now put?*' and if the 
nays prevail, the main question shall not then be put — Rtdt 9. 

This kind of question is understood by Mr. Hatsell 
to have been introduced in 1604. — 2 Hats. 80. Sir 
Henry Vane introduced it. — 2 Grey^ 113, 114; 3 Greyy 
384. When the question was put in this form, " Shall 
the main question be put?'* a determination in tho 
negative suppressed the main question during the ses- 
sion; but since the words "now put*' are used, they 
exclude it for the present only. Formerly, indeea, 
only till the present debate was over ; 4 Grey^ 43 ; 
but n5w for that day and no longer. — 2 Grey, 113, 
114. 

Before Jthe question, "Whether the main question 
shall now b^ put?" any person might formerly have 
spoken to the main question, because otherwise he 
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would be precluded from speaking to it at all. — Mem, 
in Hakew. 28. 

The proper occasion for the previous question is, 
when a subject is brought forward of a delicate nature 
as to high personages, &c., or the discussion of which 
may call forth observations which might be of injurious 
consequences. Then the previous question is proposed, 
and, in the modem usage, the discussion of the main 
question is suspended, and the debate confined to the 
previous question. The use of it has been extended 
abusively to other cases : but in these, it is an embar- 
rassing procedure : its uses would be as well answered 
by other more simple ParUamentary forms, and there- 
fore it should not be favoured, but restricted within as 
narrow limits as possible. 

Whether a main question may be amended after 
the previous question on it has been moved and se- 
conded? 2 Hataellj 88, says. If the previous questi9n 
has been moved and seconded, and also proposed from 
the chair, fby which he means, stated by the Speaker 
for debate,) it has been doubted whether an amend- 
ment can be admitted to the main question. He thinks 
it may, after the previous question moved and se- 
conded ; but not after it has been proposed from the 
chair. 

In this case he thinks the friends to the amendment 
must vote that the main question be not now put, and 
then move their amended question, which being made 
new by the amendment, is no longer the same which 
has been just suppressed, and therefore may be pro- 
posed as a new one. But this proceeding certainly 
endangers the main question, by dividing its friends, 
some of whom may choose it unamended, rather than 
lose it altogether ; while others of them may vote, as 
Hatsell advises, that the main question be not now put, 
with a, view to move it again in an amended form. 
The enemies of the main question by this manoeuvre 
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to tlie previous' question, get the enemies to the 
amendment added to them on the first vote, and 
throw the friends of the main question under the 
embarrassment of rallying again as they can.. To 
support his opinion, too, he makes the deciding cir- 
cumstance, whether an amendment may or may not 
be made, to be, that the previous question has been 
proposed from the chair. But as the rule is, that the 
House is in possession of a question as soon as it is 
moved and seconded, it cannot be more than pos- 
sessed of it by its being also proposed from the chair. 
It may be said, indeed, that the object of the previous 
question being to get rid of a question, which it is not 
expedient should be discussed, this object may be de- 
feated by moving to amend, and, in the discussion of 
that motion, involving the subject of the main ques- 
tion. But so may the object of the previous question 
be defeated by moving the amended question, as Mr. 
Hatsell proposes, after the decision against putting 
the original question. He acknowledges, too, that 
the practice has been to admit previous amendment, 
and only cites a few late instances to the contrary. 
On the whole, I should think it best to decide it ab 
inconvenienti ; to wit. Which is most inconvenient, 
to put it in the power of one side of the House to 
defeat a proposition by hastily moving the previous 
question, and thus forcing the main question to be put 
amended ? or to put it in the power of the other side 
to force on, incidentally at least, a discussion which 
would be better avoided? Perhaps the last is the 
least inconvenience ; inasmuch as the Speaker, by 
confining the discussion rigorously to the amendment 
only, may prevent their going into the main question ; 
and inasmuch also, as so great a proportion of the 
cases, in which the previous question is called for, are 
fair and proper subjects of public discussion, and 
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ought not to be obstructed by a formality introduced 
for questions of a peculiar character. 



SECTION XXXV. 

AMENDMENTS. 

On an amendment being moved, a member who has 
spoken to the main question may speak again to the 
amendment. — Scob. 23. 

If an amendment be proposed inconsistent with one 
already agreed to, it is a fit ground for its rejection 
by the House ; but not within the competence of the 
Speaker to suppress, as if it were against order. For, 
were he permitted to draw questions of consistence 
within the vortex of order, he might usurp a negative 
on important modifications, and suppress instead of 
subserving the legislative will. 

Amendments may be made so as totally to alter 
the nature of the proposition ; and it is a way of get- 
ting rid of a proposition, by making it bear a sense 
different from what was intended by the movers, so 
that they vote against it themselves. — 2 ffata. 79 ; 4, 
82, 84. A new bill may be ingrafted, by way of 
amendment, on the words, "Be it enacted," &c. — 1 
Grei/, 190, 192. 

If it be proposed to amend by leaving out certain 
words, it may be moved as an amendment to this 
amendment, to leave out a part of the words of the 
amendment, which is equivalent to leaving them in 
the bill. — 2 ITats. 80, 9. The Parliamentary question 
is always, Whether the words shall stand part of the 
bill? 

When it is proposed to amend by inserting a para- 
graph^ or part of one, the friends of the paragraph 



76 AMENDMENTS. 

may make it as perfect as they can, by amendments, 
before the question is put for inserting it. If it be 
received, it cannot be amended afterwards, in the 
same stage, because the House has, on a vote, agreed 
to it in that form. In like manner, if it is proposed 
to amend by striking out a paragraph, the friends of 
the paragraph are first to make it as perfect as they 
can by amendments, before the question is put for 
striking it out. If, on the question, it be retained, it 
cannot be amended afterwards ; because a vote against 
striking out is equivalent to a vote agreeing to it in 
that form. 

When it is moved to amend, by striking out certain 
words and inserting others, the manner of stating the 
question is, first to read the whole passage to be 
amended, as it stands at present ; then the words pro- 
posed to be struck out; next those to be inserted; and 
lastly, the whole passage, as it will be when amended. 
And the question, if desired, is then to be divided, 
and put first on striking out. If carried, it is next on 
inserting the words proposed. If that be lost, it may 
be moved to insert others.^-2 SaU. 80, 7. 

A motion is made to amend by striking out certain 
words, and inserting others in their place, which is 
negatived. Then it is moved to strike out the same 
words, and to insert others of a tenor entirely different 
from those first proposed. It is negatived. Then it 
is moved to strike out the same words and insert no- 
thing, which is agreed to. All this is admissible; 
because to strike out and insert A, is one proposition. 
To strike out and insert B, is a different proposition. 
And to strike out and insert nothing is still different. 
And the rejection of one proposition does not preclude 
the offering a different one. Nor would it change the 
case were the first motion divided by putting the ques- 
tion first on striking out, and that negatived. For as 
putting the whole motion to the question at once would 
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Aot have precluded, the putting the half of it cannot 
do it.* 

But if it had been carried affirmatively to strike 
out the words and to insert A, it could not afterwards 
be' permitted to strike out A and insert B. The mover 
of B should have notified, while the insertion of A 
was under debate, that he would move to insert B. 
In which case, those who preferred it would join in 
rejecting A. 

After A is inserted, however, it may be moved to 
strike out a portion of the original paragraph, com- 
prehending A, provided the coherence to be struck 
out be so substantial as to make this effectively a 
different proposition. For then it is resolved into 
the common case of striking out a paragraph after 
amending it. Nor does any thing forbid a new inser- 
tion, instead of A and its coherence. 

In Senate, January 25, 1798, a motion to postpone, 
until the second Tuesday in February, some amend- 
ments proposed to the Constitution. The words, 
"until the second Tuesday in February,** were struck 
out by way of amendment. Then it was moved to 
add, " until the first day of June.** Objected, that it 
was not in order, as the question should first be put 
on the longest time ; therefore, a shorter time decided 
against, a longer cannot be put to question. It was 
answered, that this rule takes place only in filling 



* In a case of a division of the question, and a deeision against 
strikinfif out, I advance, doubtinglj, the opinion here expressed. I find 
no authority either way ; and I know it may be viewed under a di£ 
ierent aspect It may be thought, that having decided separately not 
to strike out the passage, the same question for striking out cannot be 
put over* again, though with a view to a different insertion. Still I 
think it more reasonable and convenient to consider the striking out 
and insertion as forming one proposition ; but should readily yield to 
■ay evidence that the contrary is the practice in Parliament. 

4 
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blanks for time. But when a specific time stands part 
of a motion, that may be struck out as well as any 
other part of the motion ; and when struck out, a mo- 
titm may be received to insert any other. In fact, it 
is not tUl they are struck out, and a blank for the time 
thereby produced, that the rule can begin to operate, 
by receiving all the propositions for diflFerent times^ 
and putting the questions successively on the longest. 
Otherwise, it would be in the power of the mover, 
by inserting originally a short time, to preclude the 
possibility of a longer. For, till the short time is 
struck out, you cannot insert a longer ; and if, after it 
is struck out, you cannot do it, then it cannot be done 
at all. Suppose the first motion has been to amend 
by striking out " the second Tuesday in February/' 
id inserting, instead thereof, «the>rst of jJe." 
It would have been regular then to divide the question, 
by proposing first the question to strike out and then 
that to insert. Now this is precisely the effect of the 
present proceeding ; only, instead of one motion and 
two questions, there are two motions and two questions 
to effect it : the motion being divided as well as the 
question. 

When the matter contained in two bills might be 
better put into one, the manner is to reject the one, 
and incorporate its matter into another bill by way of 
amendment. So, if the matter of one bill would be 
better distributed into two, any part may be struck 
out by way of amendment, and put into a new bill. 
K a section is to be transposed, a question must be 
put on striking it out where it stands, and another for 
inserting it in the place desired. 

.A bill passed by the one House, with blanks. 
These may be filled up by the other, by way of amend- 
ments, returned to the nrst, as such, and passed.- 
Hats. 83. 
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The number prefixed to the section of a bill being 
merely a marginal indication, and no part of the text 
of the bill, the clerk regulates that; the House or 
committee is only to amend the text. 
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DIVISION OP THE QUESTION. 

If a question contain more parts than one, it may 
be divided into two or more questions. — Mem, in 
JSaketP. 29. But not as the right of an individual 
member, but with the consent of the House. For who 
is to decide whether a question is complicated or not ? 
where it is compUcated ? into how many propositions 
it may be divided ? The fact is, that the only mode 
of separating a complicated question is by moving 
amendments to it ; and these must be decided by the 
House on a question, unless the House orders it to be 
divided: as on the question, Dec. 2, 1640, making 
void the election of the Knights of Worcester, on a 
motion it was resolved to make two questions of it, 
to wit, one* on each Knight. — 2 ffat8. 85, 86. So, 
wherever there are several names in a question, they 
may be divided, and put one by one. — 9 Grey^ 444. 
So, 1729, April 17, on an objection that a question 
was complicated, it was separated by amendment. — 
2 Rata. 79. 5. 

The sQundness of these obserTations will be 'evident from the ein. 
barrassments produced by the 12th rule of the Senate, which says, 
** If the question in debate contain several points, any member may 
have the same divided :** but on a motion to strike out and insert, it 
shall not be in order to move for a division of the question ; but the 
rejection of a motion to strike out and insert one proposition shall not 
prevent a motion to strike out and insert a different proposition, nor 
prevent a nibBequent motion, simply to strike out : nor shall tho rejec. 
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tion of a motion, simply to strike out, prevent a subsequent motion to 
strike out and insert 

1798, May 30, the alien bill in quasi-committee. 
To a section and proviso in the original, had been 
added two new provisos by way of amendment. On 
a motion to strike out the section as amended, the 
question was desired to be divided. To do this, it 
must be put first on striking out either the former 
proviso, or some distinct member of the section. But 
when nothing remains but the last member of the 
section, and the provisos, they cannot be divided so 
as to put the last member to question by itself; for 
the provisos might thus be left standing alone as ex- 
ceptions to a rule when the rule is taken away : or 
the new provisos might be left to a second question, 
after having been decided on once before at the same 
reading; which is contrary to rule. But the ques- 
tion must be on striking out the last member of the 
section as amended. This sweeps away the excep- 
tions with the rule, and relieves from inconsistence. 
A question to be divisible, must comprehend points 
so distinct and entire, that one of them being taken 
away, the other may stand entire. But a proviso or 
exception, with an enacting clause, does not contain 
an entire point or proposition. 

May 31. The same bill being before the Senate. 
There was a proviso, that the bill should not extend, 
1. To any foreign minister ; nor, 2. To any person to 
whom the President should give a passport ; nor, 3, 
To any alien merchant, conforming himself to such 
regulations as the President shall prescribe ; and divi- 
sion of the question into its simplest elements was called 
for. It was divided into four parts, the 4th taking in 
the words " conforming himself," &c. It was objected, 
that the words "any alien merchant'' could not be 
Boparated from their modifying words " conforming," 
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&c., because these words, if left by tliemselves, con- 
tain no substantive idea, will make no sense. But ad- 
mitting that the divisions of a paragraph into separate 
questions must be so made as that each part may 
stand by itself, yet the House having, on the question, 
retained the first two divisions, the words " any alien 
merchant" may be struck out, and their modifying 
words will then attach themselves to the preceding 
description of persons, and become a modification of 
that description. 

When a question is divided, after the question on 
the 1st member, the 2d is open to debate and amend- 
ment : because it is a known rule, that a person may 
rise and speak at any time before the question has 
been completely decided by putting the negative, as 
well as the aflSrmative side. But the question is not 
completely put when the vote has been taken on the 
first member only. One half of the question, both 
aflSrmative and negative, still remains to be put, — See 
Executive Joum,^ June 25, 1795. The same decision 
by President Adams. 



SECTION XXXVII. 

CO-EXISTINa QUESTIONS. 

It may be asked whether the House can be in pos- 
session of two motions or propositions at the same time? 
So that, one of them being decided, the other goes to 
question without being moved anew? The answer 
must be special. When a question is interrupted by 
a vote of, adjournment, it is thereby removed from 
before the House ; and does not stand ipso facto before 
them at their next meeting, but must come forward in 
the usual way: so, when it is interrupted by the 
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order of the day. Such other privileged questions also 
as dispose of the main question (e. g. the previous 
question, the postponement, ©r commitment) remove 
it from before the House. But it is only suspended by 
a motion to amend, to withdraw, to read papers, or by 
a question of order or privilege, and stands again be- 
fore the House when these are decided. None but 
the class of privileged questions tan be brought for- 
ward while there is another question before the House; 
the rule being, that when a motion has been made and 
seconded no other can be received except it be a pri- 
vileged one. 



SECTION XXXVIII. 
ITquivalent questions. 

If, on a question for rejection, a bill be retained, it 
passes of course to its next reading. — Sakew. 141. 
Scob. 42, and a question for a second reading deter- 
mined negatively, is a rejection without farther ques- 
tion. — 4 G-rey^ 149. And see Ehynge'% Memor. 42, 
in what cases questions are to be taken for rejection. 

Where questions are perfectly equivalent, so that 
the negative of the one amounts to the aflSrmative of 
the other, and leaves no other alternative, the decision 
of the one concludes necessarily the other. — 4 Qreyy 
167. Thus the negative of striking out amounts to 
the affirmative of agreeing: and therefore to put a 
question on agreeing after that on striking out, would 
be to put the same question in effect twice over. Not 
so in questions of amendments between the two 
Houses. A motion to recede being negatived, does 
not amount to a positive vote to insist, because there 
is aootber alternative, to wit, to adhere. 
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A bill originating in one House, is passed by the 
other with an amendment. A motion in the originating 
House, to agree to the amendment, is negatived. Do 
these result from this vote of disagreement ? or must 
the question on disagreement be expressly voted ? The 
questions respecting amendments from another House 
are, Ist. To agree : 2d. Disagree : 3d. Recede : 4th. 
Insist: 6th. Adhere. 

Ist. To agree. 1 Either of these concludes the 

2d, To disagree. J other necessarily, for the positive 

of either is exactly the equivalent 
of the negative of the other, and 
no other alternative remains. On 
either motion, amendments to the 
amendment may be proposed; e. 
ff, if it be moved to disagree, those 
who are for the amendment have- 
a right to propose amendments, 
and to make it as perfect as they 
can, before the question of disa- 
greeing is put. 

3d. To recede. ^ You may then either insist or adhere. 

4th. To insist. > You may then either recede or adhere. 

5th. To adhere, j You may then either recede or insist. 

Consequently, the negative of these 
is not equivalent to a positive vote 
the other way. It does not raise so 
necessary an implication as may au- 

•^ thorize the secretary by inference to 

enter another vote ; for two alterna- 
tives still remain, either of which 
may be adopted by the House. 
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SECTION XXXIX. 

THE QUESTION. 

The question is to be put first on the affirmatiyey 
and then on the negative side. 

After the Speaker has put the affirmative part of the 
question, any member who has not spoken before the 
question, may rise and speak before the negative be 
put. Because it is no full question till the negative 
part be put. — Scab. 23 ; Sats. 73. 

But in small matters, and which are of course, such 
as receiving petitions, reports, withdrawing motions, 
reading papers, &c., the Speaker most commonly sup- 
poses the consent of the House, where no objection 
•is expressed, and does not give them the trouble of 
putting the question formally. — Scob. 22 'y 2 SaU. 
87. 2. 87 ; 6 Chrey, 129 ; 9 Orey, 801. 



SECTION XL. 

BILL, THIBD READING. 

To prevent bills from being passed by surprise, the 
House, by a standing order, directs that they shall not 
be put on their passage before a fixed hour, naming 
one at which the House is commonly full. — Hakew. 
153. 

The usage of the Senate is, not to put bills on their passage till 
noon. 

A bill reported and passed to the third reading, can- 
not on that day be read the third time and passed. Be- 
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cause this would be to pass on two readings on the 
same day. At the third reading, the clerk reads the 
bill, and delivers it to the Speaker, who states the title, 
that it is the third time of reading the bill, and that the 
question will be, Whether it shall pass ? Formerly, 
the Speaker, or those who prepared a bill, prepared 
also a breviate or summary statement of its contents, 
which the Speaker read when he declared the state of 
the bill at the several readings. Sometimes, however, 
he read the bill itself, especially on its passage. — 
Eakew. 136, 137. 163;- Coke, 22. 115. Latterly, in- 
stead of this, he, at the third reading, states the whole 
contents of the bill, verbatim ; only instead of reading 
the formal parts, "be it enacted,** &c., he states, that 
"the preamble recites so and so; the first section 
enacts, that, &c. ; the second section enacts,*' &c. 

But in the Senate of the United States, both of these formalities are 
dispensed with ; the breviate presenting but an imperfect view of Ihe 
bill, and being capable of being made to present a false one ; and the 
full statement being a useless waste of time, immediately afler a fuU 
reading by the clerk ; and especially as every member has a printed 
copy in his hand. 

A bill, on the third reading, is not to be committed for 
the matter or body thereof; but, to receive some particu- 
lar clause or proviso, it hath been sometimes suffered, 
but as a thing very unusual.-^ JSTaAew;. 156 ; thus, 27 JEL 
1584, a bill was committed on the third reading, having 
been formerly committed on the second ; but it is de- 
clared not usual. — D'EweSy 137, col. 2. 414, coL 2, 

When an essential provision has been omitted, rather 
than erase the bill, and render it suspicious, they add 
a clause on a separate paper, engrossed and called 
a rider, which is read, and put to the question three 
times. — EUyTige's Memorials j 59; 6 Oreyy 335; 1 
Blackst. 183. For examples of riders, «ee 3 Ha,ta* 

4* 
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121, 122, 124, 126. Every one is at liberty to bring 
in a rider without asking leave. — 10 Ghrey^ 62. 

It is laid down as a general rule, that amendments 
proposed at the second reading shall be twice read, 
and those proposed at the third reading thrice read ; 
as also all amendments from the other House. — Town, 
col 19, 23, 24, 26, 26, 27, 28. 

It is with great, and almost with invincible reluc- 
tance, that amendments are admitted at this reading, 
which occasion erasures or interlineations. Some- 
times the proviso has been cut off from a bill ; some- 
times erased. — 9 (rrey, 613. 

This is the proper stage for filling up blanks ; for if 
filled up before, and now altered by erasure, it would 
be peculiarly unsafe. 

At this reading, the bill is debated afresh, and for the 
most part is more spoken to, at this time, than on any 
of the former readings. — Hakew, 163. 

The debate on the question. Whether it should be 
read a third time ? has discovered to its friends and 
opponents the arguments on which each side relies, 
and which of these appear to have influence with the 
House ; they have had time to meet them with new 
arguments, and to put their old ones into new shapes. 
The former vote has tried the strength of the first opi- 
Tiion, and furnished grdunds to estimate the issue; 
and the question now offered for its passage, is the 
last occasion which is ever to be offered for carrying 
or rejecting it. 

When the debate is ended, the Speaker, holding 
the bill in his band, puts the question for its passage, 
by saying, " Gentlemen, all you who are of opinion 
that this bill shall pass, say ay;" and after the answer 
of ayes, "All those of the contrary opinion, say no." 
— Hakew. 164. 

After the bill has passed, there can be no further 
alteration of it in any point.— flidbete^. 169. 
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SECTION XLI. 

DIVISION OP THE HOUSE. 

The aflSrmative and negative of the question having 
been both put and answered, the Speaker declares 
whether the yeas or nays have it by the sound, if he 
be himself satisfied, and it stands as the judgment of 
the House. But if he be not himself satisfied which 
voice is the greater, or if, before any other member 
comes into the House, or before any new motion is 
made, (for it is too late after that,) any member shall 
rise and declare himself dissatisfied with the Speaker's 
decision, then the Speaker is to divide the House. — 
Seoh. 24:1 2 ITats. 140. 

When the House of Commons is divided, the one 

?arty goes forth, and the other remains in the House, 
'ins has made it important which go forth, and which 
remain ; because the latter gain all the indolent, the 
indifferent, and inattentive. Their general rule, there- 
fore, is, that those who give their vote for the preser- 
vation of the orders of the House shall stay in, and 
those who are for introducing any new matter, oi al- 
teration, or proceeding contrary to the established 
course, ^re to go out. But this rule is subject to many 
exceptions and modifications. — 2 Rush, p. 3, fol 92 ; 
Scoh. 43, 52; Co. 12, 116; B'Ewes, 505, col 1-, 
Mem. in Hahew. 25, 29 ; as will appear by the fol- 
lowing statement of who go forth. 



Petition that it be received,* - 
Read, - - - - 



\ Ayes. 



# Noes.— 9 Grey, 365. 
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J 



Noes. 



Lie on the table, 

Rejected after refusal to lie on the table, 

Referred to a coromittee, or farther \ » 

T . r Ayes* 

proceeding, - - - "J 

Bill, that it be brought in. 

Read Ist or 2d time, 

Engrossed or read 3d time, 

Proceeding on every other stage, 

Committed, - - - - 

To a committee of the whole, - 

To a select committee, - 

Report of a bill to lie on table, 

Be now read, - - - - 

Be taken into consideration three months V50 P. J. 

hence, ----- J 251. 
Amendments be read a 2d time, - Noes. 
Clause oflfered on report of bill be read 

2d time, - - - 
For receiving a clause, - 
With amendments be engrossed. 



>-Ayes. 



Noes. 
Ayes. 
Noes. 
") Ayes. 



1 



Ayes. 834 



Noes. 



Ayes. 



That a bill be now read a 3d time, - 
Receive a rider, - - - - 
Pass, ----- 
Be printed, - - - - 
Committees. That A. take the chair. 
To agree to the whole or any part of 

report, - - - ^- . 
That the House do now resolve into a 

committee,- - - - . 
Speaker. That he now leave the chair, 

after order to go into committee, - 
That he issue warrant for a new visit. 
Member, that none be absent without 

leave, - - - . . 

Witness. That he be farther examined. Ayes. 
Previous questions, - - - - Noes. 



398 
260 
259 



291 



y Noes. 



344 
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Blanks. That they be filled with the "j 

largest sum, - - - - vAyes. 
Amendments. That words stand part of, j " 
Lords. That their amendment be read 1 a -.^g 

a 2d time, - - - - "/ 
Messenger be received, " " " 1 
Orders of the day to be now read, if >Ayes. 

before 2 o'clock, - - - - J 
If after 2 o'clock, - - - - Noes. 
Adjournment till the next sitting day, 1 a -^g 

if before 4 o'clock, - - " / 
If after 4 o'clock, - - - - Noes. 
Over a sitting day, (unless a previous 1 * 

resolution,)- - - - " / 
Over the 30th January, - - - Noes. 
For sitting on Sunday, or any other 1 a 

day, not being a sitting day, ' ) 

The one party being gone forth, the Speaker names 
two tellers from the affirmative, and two from the ne- 
gative side, who first count those sitting in the House, 
and report the number to the Speaker. Then they 
place themselves within the door, two on each side, 
and count those who went forth, as they come in, and 
report the number to the Speaker. — Mem. in Hahew, 
26. 

A mistake in the report of the tellers may be recti- 
fied after the report made. — 2 Hats, 145. Note. 

But, in both Houses of G>ngress, all those intricacies are avoided. 
The ayes first rise, and are counted, standing in their places, b^ the 
President or Speaker. Then they sit, and the noes rise and ure 
counted in like manner. 

In Senate, if they be equally divided, the Vice-President announces 
his opinion, which decides. 

The Constitution, however, has directed that **the yeas and nays of 
the members of either House, on any question, shall, at the desire of 
tne^fth of those present, be entered on the journal.*' 4nd again, that 
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in all cases of re-considering a bill disapproved by the President, and 
returned with his objections, **the votes of both Houses shall be 
determined by the yeas and nays, and the names of the persons voting 
for and against the bill, shall be entered on the journals of each 
House respectively.** 

By the 16th and 17th rules of the Senate, when the yeas and nays 
shall be called for by one-fiflh of the members present, each member 
called upon shall, unless for special reasons he be excused by the 
Senate, declare openly, and without debate, his assent or dissent to 
the question. In taking the yeas and nays, and upon the call of the 
Jiouse, the names of the members shall be taken alphabetically. 

When the yeas and nays shall be taken upon any question, in pur- 
suance of the above rule, no member shall be permitted, under any 
circumstances whatever, to vote after the decision is announced from 
the chair. 

When it is proposed to take a vote by yeas and nays, the President 
or Speaker states that ** The question is whether, e, g,y the bill shall 
pass 7 That it is proposed that the yeas and nays shall be entered 
on the journal Those, thercfi)re, who desire it will rise.** If he 
finds and declares that onc-fiflh have risen, he then states, that ** those 
who are of opinion that the bill shall pass, are to answer in the affirm- 
ative, those of the contrary opinion, in the negative.** The clerk then 
calls over the names alphabetically, notes the yea or nay of each, and 
gives the list to the President or Speaker, who declares the result In 
Senate, if there be an equal division, the Secretary calls on the Vice- 
President, who notes his affirmative or negative, which becomes the 
decision of the House. 

In the House of Commons, every member must give 
his vote the one way or the other. — Scob. 24. As it 
is not permitted to any one to withdraw who is in the 
House when the question is put, nor is any one to be 
told in the division wh© was not in when the question 
was put. — 2 JETats, 140. 

This last position is always true when the vote is 
by yeas and nays ; where the negative as well as the 
^fBrmative of the question is stated by tho President 
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at the same time, and the vote of both sides begins 
and proceeds jKiri passu. It is true, also, when the 
question is put in the usual way, if the negative has 
also been put. But if it has not, the member entering, 
or any other member m^y speak, and even propose 
amendments, by which the debate may be opened 
again, and the question greatly deferred. And, as 
some who have answered ay, may have been changed 
by the new arguments, the ajfirmative must be put over 
again. If, then, the member entering may, by speak- 
ing a few words, occasion a repetition of the ques- 
tion, it would be useless to deny it on his simple call 
for it. 

While the House is telling, no member may speak, 
or move out of his place ; for, if any mistake be sus- 
pected, it must be told again. — Mem, in Hakew, 26 ; 
2 Hats. 143. 

If any difficulty arises in point of order, during the 
division, the Speaker is to decide peremptorily, sub- 
ject to the future censure of the House, if irregular. 
He sometimes permits old experienced members to 
assist him with their advice, which they do sitting in 
their seats, covered to avoid the appearance of debate ; 
but this can only be with the Speaker's leave, else the 
division might last several hours. — 2 Hats. 143. 

The voice of the majority decides. For the lex 
majoris partis is the law of all councils, elections, 
&c., where not otherwise expressly provided. — Hakew, 
93. But if the House be equally divided, " semper 
presumatur pro negante:" that is, the former law is 
not to be changed but by a majority. — Towns, col, 
134. 

But, in the Senate of the United States, the Vice-President decides, 
when the House is divided.— Conaf. U* <S^ Art I. Sec. 2. 

Whgp, from counting the House, on a division, it 
appears that there is not a quorum, the matter con- 
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tinues exactly in the state in which it was before the 
division, and must be resumed at that point on any 
future day. — 2 Hat%. 126. 

1606, May 1, on a question whether a member hav- 
ing said Yea, may afterwards sit and change his opi- 
nion ? a precedent was remembered by the Speaker, 
of Mr. Morris, attorney of the wards, in 39 Eliz., 
who in like case changed his opinion. — Mem. in 
Hakew. 27. 



SECTION XLII. 

TITLE. 

After the bill has passed, and not before, the title 
may be amended, and is to be fixed by a question ; 
and the bill is then sent to the other House. 



SECTION XLIII. 

RE-CONSIDBRATION. 

When a question has been once made and carried in the affirma- 
tive or negative, it shall be in order for any member of the majority 
to move for the re-consideration thereof; but no motion fox the re- 
consideration of any vote shall be in order afler a bill, resolution, 
message, report, amendment, or motion, upon which the vote was 
taken, shall have gone out of the possession of the Senate, announeing 
their decision ; nor shall any motion for re-consideration be in order, 
unless made on the same day on which the vote was taken, or within 
the two next days of actual session of the Senate thereafter^— 
Siile.20. 
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1798, Jan. A bill on its second reading, being amended, and on 
the question, whether it shall be read a third time negatived, was 
restored by a decision to re-consider the question. Here the votes of 
negative and re-consideration, like positive and negative quantities in 
equation, destroy one another, and are as if they were expunged from 
tlie journals. Cor^sequently the bill is open for amendment, just so far 
as it was the moipent preceding the question for the third reading. 
That is to say, all parts of the bill are open for amendment, except 
those on which votes have been already taken in its present stage. So 
also may it be re-committed. 

The rule permitting a re-consideration of a question affixing to it no 
limitation of time or circumstance, it may be asked whether there is no 
limitation ? I^ after the vote, the paper on which it has passed has 
been parted with, there can be no re-consideration : as if a vote has 
been for the passage of a bill, and the bill has been sent to die other 
House. But where the paper remains, as on a bill rejected, when, or 
under what circumstances, does it cease to be susceptible of re-con- 
sideration 7 This remains to be settled, unless a sense that the right 
of re-GonsidenCtion is a right to waste the time of the House in repeated 
agitations of the same question, so that it shall never know when a 
question is done with, should induce them to reform this anomalous 
proceeding.* 

In Parliament, a question once carried, cannot be 
questioned again, at the same session ; but must stand 
as the judgment of the House. — Towns, col. 67; 
Memor. in Hakew, 33. And a bill once rejected, 
another of the same substance cannot be brought in 
again the same session. — Hakew. 158 ; 6 Chrey^ 392. 
But this does not extend to prevent putting the same 
questions in diflFerent stages of a bill ; because every 
stage of a bill submits the whole and every part of it 
to the opinion of the House, as open for amendment, 
either by insertion or omission, though the saiiie 
amendment has been accepted or rejected in a former 



* This defect has been remedied by Rule S9, cited above, which has 
been adi^ted since the original edition of this work was published. 
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stage. So in reports of committees, e. g. report of an 
address, the same question is before the House, and 
open for free discussion. — Towns, col, 26; 2 JS^ats, 
98, 100, 101. So, orders of the House, or instruc- 
tions to committees may be discharged. So a bill 
begun in one House, sent to the other, and there re- 
jected, may be renewed again in that other, passed, 
and sent back. — lb. 92 ; 3 Sata. 161. Or if, instead 
. of being rejected, they read it once, and lay it aside, 
and put it ofif a month, they may offer in another to 
the same efifect, with the same or a different title. — 
Sakew. 97, 98. 

Divers expedients are used to correct the eflFects of 
this rule ; as, by passing an explanatory act, if any 
thing has been omitted or ill-expressed, 3 Sots. 278 ; 
or an act to enforce, and make more eflfectual an act, 
&c., or to rectify mistakes in an act, &c. ; or a com- 
mittee on one bill may be instructed to receive a 
clause to rectify the mistakes of another. Thus, June 
24, 1685, a clause was inserted in a bill for rectifying 
a mistake committed by a clerk in engrossing a bill 
of reply. — 2 Sats. 194. 6. Or the session may be 
closed for one, two, three, or more days, and a new 
one commenced. But then all matters depending 
must be finished, or they fall, and are to begin de 
novo. — 2 ffats. 94, 98. Or a parf of the subject 
may be tak^n up by another bill, or taken up in a 
diflferent way. — 6 Grey, 316. 

And in cases of the last magnitude, this rule has not 
been so strictly and verbally observed as to stop in- 
dispensable proceedings altogether. — 2 Hats. 92. 98, 
Thus, when the address on the preliminaries of peace, 
in 1782, had been lost by a majority of one ; on ac- 
count of the importance of the question, and smallnesa 
of the majority, the same question in substance, though 
with words not in the first, and which might change 
tie opinions of some members, waa brought on again 
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and • carried : as the motives for it were thought to 
outweigh the objection of form. — 2 Hats, 99, 100. 

A second bill may be passed, to continue an act of 
the same session ; or to enlarge the time limited for 
its execution. — 2 Hats. 95, 98. This is not in con- 
tradiction to the first act. 



SECTION XLIV. 

BILLS SENT TO THE OTHER HOUSE. 

All bills passed in the Senate, shall before thej are sent to the 
House of Representatives, be examined by a committee, consisting of 
three members, whose duty it shall be to examine all bills, amendments, 
resdlutions or motions, before they go out of the possession of the 
Senate, and to make report that they are correctly engrossed ; which 
report shall be entered on the journal — Rule 33. 

A bill from the other House is sometimes ordered 
to lie on the table. — 2 Hats. 97. 

When bills, passed in one House and sent to the 
other, are grounded on special facts requiring proof, 
it is usual, either by message, or at a conference, to 
ask the grounds and evidence: and this evidence, 
whether arising out of papers, or from the examina- 
tion of witnesses, is immediately communicated. — 3 
HaU. 48. 



SECTION XLV. 

AMENDMENTS BETWEEN THE HOUSES. 

When either House, e. g. the House of Commons, 
sends a bill to the other, the other may pass it with 
amendments. The regular progression in thi& casA 
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»ii, that the Commons disagree to the amendment ; the 
Lords insist on it ; the Commons insist on their disa- 
greement ; the Lords adhere to their amendment ; the 
Commons adhere to their disagreement. The term 
of insisting may be repeated as often as they choose, 
to keep the question open. But the first adherence 
by either renders it necessary for the other side to re- 
cede or adhere also ; when the matter is usually suf- 
fered to fall. — 10 Grey^ 148. Latterly, however, 
there are instances of their having gone to a second 
adherence. There must be an absolute conclusion of 
the subject somewhere, or otherwise transactions be- 
tween the Houses would be endless. — 3 Sat%, 268, 
270. The term of insisting, we are told by Sir John 
Trevor, was then [1679] newly introduced into Par- 
liamentary usage, by the Lords. — 7 Girey^ 94. It was ^ 
certainly a happy innovation, as it multiplies the op- 
portunities of trying modifications which may bring 
the House to a concurrence. Either House, however, 
is free to pass over the term of insisting, and to adhere 
in the first instance. — 10 Ghrey^ 146. But it is not 
respectful to the other. In the ordinary Parliamen- 
tary course, there are two ^free conferences at least 
before adherence. — 10 Qrey^ 147. 

Either House may recede from its amendment, and 
agree to the bill ; or recede from their disagreement 
to the amendment, and agree to the same absolutely, 
or with an amendment. For here the disagreement 
and receding destroy one another, and the subject 
stands as before the disagreement. — ElsyngCy 23, 27; 
9 arey, 476. 

But the House cannot recede from or insist on, its 
own amendment with an amendment, for the same 
reason that it cannot send to the other House an 
amendment to its own act after it has passed the act. 
They may modify an amendment from the other 
House bj ingrafting an amendment on it, because they 
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have never assented to it ; but they cannot amend their 
own amendment, because they have, on the question, 
passed it in that form ; 9 Ghrey^ 353 ; 10 Ghrey^ 240. 
In Senate, March 29, 1798. Nor where one House 
has adhered to their amendment, and the other agrees 
with an amendment, can the first House depart from 
the form which they have fixed by an adherence. 

In the case of a money bill, the Lords* proposed 
amendments became, by delay, confessedly neces- 
sary. The Commons, however, i-efused them, as in- 
fringing on their privilege as to money bills, but they 
oflFered themselves to add to the bill a proviso to the 
same eflFect, which had no coherence with the Lords' 
amendments, and urged, that it was an expedient war- 
ranted by precedent, and not unparliamentary in a case 
become impracticable, and irremediable in any other 
way.— 3 Hat9, 256, 266, 270, 271. But the Lords 
refused and the bill was lost, 1 Chand, 288. A like 
case, 1 Ohand. 311. So the Commons resolve, that 
it is unparliamentary to strike out at a conference any 
thing in a bill which hath been agreed and passed by 
both Houses, 6 Orey, 274 ; 1 Ohand. 312. 

A motion to amend an amendment from the other 
House, takes precedence of a motion to agree or dis- 
agree. 

A bill originating in one .House, is passed by the 
o4her with an amendment. 

The originating House agrees to their amendment 
with an amendment. The other may agree to their 
amendment with' an amendment ; that being only in 
the second and not the third degree. For, as to the 
amending House, the first amendment with which 
they passed the bill is a part of its text ; it is the only 
text they have agreed to. The amendment to that 
text by the originating House, therefore, is only in 
the 1st degree, and the amendment to that again by 
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the amending House is only in the 2d, to wit, an 
amendment to an amendment, and so admissible. 
Just so when, on a bill from the originating House, 
the other, at its 2d reading, makes an amendment ; on 
tlie 3d reading, this amendment is become the text of 
the bill, and if an amendment to it be moved, an 
amendment to that amendment may also be moved, 
as being only in tlie second degree. 



SECTION XLVI. 



CONFERENCES. 



It is on the occasion of amendments between the 
Houses that conferences are usually asked : but they 
may be asked in all cases of difference of opinion be- 
tween the two Houses on matters depending between 
them. The request of a conference, however, must 
always be by the House which is possessed of the 
papers. — 3 Hats. 71 ; 1 Grrey^ 425. 

Conferences may be either simple or free. At a 
conference simply, written reasons are prepared by 
the House asking it, and they are read and delivered 
without debate, to the managers of the other Hous^ 
at the conference ; but are not then to be answered. 
— 3 Ghrey^ 144. The other House then, if satisfied, 
vote the reasons satisfactory, or say nothing ; if not 
satisfied, they resolve them not satisfactory, and ask 
a conference on the subject of the last confereilce, 
where they read and deliver in like manner written 
answers to those reasons. — 3 Grey, 183. They are 
meant chiefly to record the justification of eacli House 
to the nation at large, and to posterity, and in proof 
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tnat the miscarriage of a necessary measure is not 
imputable to them. — 3 Q-rey^ 255. At free confer- 
enceSy the managers discuss viva voce and freely, and 
interchange propositions for such modifications as may 
be made in a Parliamentary way, and may bxing the 
sense of the two Houses together. And each party 
reports in writing to their respective Houses the sub- 
stance of what is said on both sides, and it is entered 
in their journals.— 6 arey, 220 ; 3 HaU. 280. ( Vide 
Joint JRulea, 1.) This report cannot be amended or 
altered as that of a committee may be. — Journ, Se- 
nate, May 24, 1796. 

A conference may be asked, before the House 
asking it has come to a resolution of disagreement, 
insisting or adhering. — Z Hats, 269, 341. In which 
case the papers are not left with the other conferees, 
but are brought back to be the foundation of the 
vote to be given. And this is the most reasonable 
and respectful proceeding. For, as was urged by the 
Lords on a particular occasion, " it is held vain, and 
below the wisdom of Parliament, to reason or argue 
against fixed resolutions, and upon terms of impossi- 
bility to persuade.** — 3 Hats. 226. So the Commons 
say " an adherence is never delivered at a free coh- 
ference, which implies debate.** — 10 Grey, 147. And 
on another occasion, the Lords made it an objection 
that the Commons had asked a free conference after 
they'had made resolutions of adhering. It was then 
aflirmed, however, on the part of the Commons, that 
nothing was more Parliamentary than to proceed with 
free conferences after adhering ; 3 Hats. 269 ; and we 
do in fact see instances of conference or of free con- 
ference, asked after the resolution of disagreeing. — 3 
Hat8. 251, 253, 260, 286, 291, 316, 349, of insisting, 
ib. 280, 296, 299, 319, 322, 355, of adhering, 269, 
270, 283, 300 ; and even of a second or final adhe- 
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rence. — 3 Hats. 270. And in all cases of conference 
asked after a vote of disagreement, &c., the conferees 
of the House asking it are to leave the papers with 
the conferees of the other; and in one case where 
they refused to receive them, they were left on the 
table in the conference chamber. — 3 Hats, 271, 317, 
323, 354 ; 10 Grey, 146. 

After a free conference the usage is to proceed 
with free conferences, and not to return again to a 
conference.— 3 Eats: 270 ; 9 6?rey, 229. 

After a conference denied, a free conference may 
be asked. — 1 Girey^ 45. 

When a conference is asked, the subject of it must 
be expressed, or the conference not agreed to. — Ord. 
H. Com. 89 ; 1 Grey, 425 ; 7 (frey, 31. They are 
sometimes asked to inquire concerning an offence or 
default of a member of the other House, 6 Orey, 181 ; 
1 Chand. 304 ; or the failure of the other House to 
present to the King a bill passed by both Houses, 
8 O^reyy 302 ; or on information received, and relating 
to the safety of the nation, 10 Gfrey, 171, or when the 
methods of Parliament are thought by the one House 
to have been departed from by the other, a conference 
is asked to come to a right understanding thereon.^ — 
10 Grrey, 148. So, when an unparliamentary mes- 
sage has been sent, instead of answering it, they ask 
a conference. — 3 Gfreyj 155. Formerly an address, 
?r articles of impeachment, or a bill with amendments, 
or a vote of the House, or concurrence in a vote, or 
a message from the King, were sometimes communi- 
cated by way of conference. — 7 Gfrey, 128, 300, 887; 
7 Gh-ey, 80 ; 8 Qrey, 210, 255 ; 1 Torbuek's Deb. 
.278 ; 10 Gh-ey, 293 ; 1 Chandler, 49, 287. But this 
is not modern practice. — 8 Grey, 255. 

A conference has been asked, after the first reading 
of a bill. — 1 Grrey, 194. This is a singular instance, 
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SECTION XLVIl. 

MESSAGES. 

Messages between the Houses are to be sent only 
while both Houses are sitting. — 3 Hats. 15. They 
are received during a debate, without adjourning the 
debate. — 3 Hats. 22. 

In Senate, the messengers are ifitroduced in any state of business, 
except — ^1. While a question is putting. 2. While the yeas and nays 
are calling. 3. While the ballots are calling. The first case is short : 
the second and third are cases where any interruption might occasion 
errors difficult to be corrected. — RuU 46. 

In the House of Representatives, as in Parliament, if the House be 
in a committee when a messenger attends, the Speaker takes the chair 
to receive the message, and then quits it to return into a committee, 
without any question or interruption. — 4 Orey^ 226. 

Messengers are not saluted by the members, but 
by the Speaker, for the House. — 2 Ghrey^ 253. 274. 

If messengers commit an ferror in delivering their 
messages, they may be admitted, or called in, to cor- 
rect their message. — 4 Chrey^ 41. Accordingly, March 
13, 1800, the Senate having made two amendments 
to a bill from the House of Representatives, their 
secretary, by mistake, delivered one only; which 
being inadmissible by itself, that House disagreed, 
and notified the Senate of their disagreement. This 
produced a discovery of the mistake. The secretary 
was sent to the other House to correct his mistake, 
the correction was received, and the two amendments 
acted on de novo. 

As soon as the messenger, who has brought bills 
from the other House, has retired, the Speaker holds 

5 
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the bill in his hand, and acquaints the House, " that 
the other House have, by their messenger, sent cer- 
tain bills," and then reads their titles, and delivers 
them to the clerk to be safely kept, till they shall be 
called for to be read.— Sahew. 178. 

It is not the usage for one House to inform the 
other by what numbers a bill has passed. — 10 Ghreyf 
160. Yet they have sometimes recommended a bill 
as of great importance to the consideration of the 
House to which it is sent. — 3 Sots, 25. Nor when 
they have rejected a bill from the other House, do 
they give notice of it ; but it passes sub-silentio, to 
prevent unbecoming altercations. — 1 Black. 133. 

Bat in Congress the rejection is notified by message to the House 
in which the bill originated. — Joint Rides, 

A question is never asked by the one House of the 
other, by way of message, but only at a conference ; 
for this is an interrogatory, not a message. — 3 Oret/j 
161, 181. 

When a bill is sent by one House to the other, and 
is neglected, they may send a message to remind them 
of it. — 3 ffat8.25; 6 Grey, 154. But if it be mere 
inattention, it is better to have it done informally, by 
communications between the Speakers, or members 
of the two Houses. 

Where the subject of a message is of a nature that it 
can properly be communicated to both Houses of Par- 
liament, it is expected that this communication should 
be made to both on the same day. But where a mes- 
sage was accompanied with an original declaration, 
signed by the party, to which the message referred, its 
being sent to one House was not noticed by the other, 
because the declaration, being original, could not pos- 
sibly be sent to both Houses at the same time. — 2 
Rats. 260, 261, 262. 

The King having sent original letters to the Ctmi- 
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mons, afterwards desires they may be returned, that 
he may communicate them to the Lords. — 1 Ohandler. 
303. 



SECTION XLVIII. 

ASSENT. 

The House which has received a bill, and passed 
it, may present it for the King's assent, and ought to 
do it, though they have not by message notified to 
the other their passage of it. Yet the notifying by 
message is a form which ought to be observed be- 
tween the two Houses, from motives of respect and 
good understanding. — 8 Sats. 242. Were the bill to 
be withheld from being presented to the King, it 
would be an infringement of the rules of Parliament. 
—2 HaU. 242. 

When a biU has passed both Houses of Congress, the House last 
actings on it notifies its passage to the other, and delivers the bill to the 
joint committee of enrolment, who see that it is truly enrolled in parch- 
ment — {Vide Joint Rules^ 6.) When the bill is enrolled, it is not to 
be written in paragraphs, but solidly and all of a piece, that the blanks 
within the paragraphs may not give room for forgery. — 9 Grey, 143. 
It is then put in the hands of the clerk of the House of Representatives, 
to have it signed by the Speaker. The clerk then brings it by way of 
message to the Senate, to be signed by their President The secretaiy 
of the Senate returns it to the committee of enrolment, who present it 
to the Plresident of the United States.— ( Vide Joint Rules, 8, 9.) If 
he approves, he signs and deposits it among the rolls in the office of 
the Secretary of State, and notifies by message the House in which it 
originated, that he has approved and signed it ; of which that House 
infinrnui tho other by message. If the President disapprove, he is Id 
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return it, with his ohjections, to the Hoofle in which it riiall have ori- 
ginated ; who are to enter the objections at large on their jouma^ 
and proceed to reconsider it I^ afler such reconsideration, two-thirds 
of the House shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together 
with the President's objections, to the other House, by whicl^ it shall 
likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of that House, 
it shall become a law. If any bill shall not be returned by the Pre- 
sident within ten days (Sundays excepted) afler it shall have been 
presented to him, the same shall be a la.Wt in like manner as if he had 
signed it, unless the Congress, by their adjournment, prevent its re- 
turn ; in which case it shall not be a law. — Cofutt. U. S^ Art L Sec 7. 
Every order, resolution, or vote, to which the concurrence of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives may be necessary, (except 
on a question of adjournment,) shall be presented to the President of 
the United States, and before the same shall take effect, shall be ap- 
proved by him, or, being disapproved by him, shall be re-passed by 
two-thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to 
the rules and limitations prescribed in the case of a bill« — CoiuL U, 
S.f Art I. Sec. 7. 



SECTION XLIX. 

JOURNALS. 

Each House shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and fimn time 
to time publish the same, excepting such parts as may, in their judg- 
ment, require secrecy. — Congt., I. 5, 3. 

The proceedings of the Senate, when not acting as in a committee 
of the House, shall be entered on the journals, as concisely as possible, 
care being taken to detail a true account of the proceedings. Every 
vote of the Senate shall be entered on the journals, and a brief state- 
ment of the contents of each petition, memorial, or paper, presented 
to the Senate, be also inserted on the journals. — Rule 32. 

The titles of bills, and such parts thereof only as shall be affected 
by proposed amendments, shall be inserted on the journals^-— 12iUe 31 
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If a question is interrupted by a vote to adjonm, or 
to proceed to the orders of the day, the original ques- 
tion is neyer printed in the journal, it never having 
been a vote, nor introductory to any vote : but when 
suppressed by the previous question, the first question 
must be stated, in order to introduce, and make intel- 
ligible, the second. — 2 Sat9. 83. 

So also, when a question is postponed, adjourned, 
or laid on the table, the original question, though not 
yet a vote, must be expressed in the journals ; because 
it makes part of the vote of postponement, adjourning, 
or laying on the table. 

Where amendments are made to a question, those 
amendments are not printed in the journals, separated 
from the question; but only the question as finally 
agreed to by the House. The rule of entering in the 
journals only what the House has agreed to, is founded 
in great prudence and good sense ; as there may be 
many questions proposed which it may be improper 
to publish to the world, in the form in which they are 
made. — 2 Hat9, 85. 

In both Houses of Congress, all questions whereon the yeas and 
nays are desired by one-fifth of the members present, whether decided 
affirmatively or negatively, must be entered on the journals^— Coiwt 
L 5, 3. 

The first order for printing the votes of the House 
of Commons, was October 30, 1685. — 1 Chandler ^ 
887. 

Some judges have been of opinion, that the journals 
of the House of Commons are no records, but remem- 
brances. But this is not law. — Coh. 110, 111 ; Lex. 
Pari. 114, 115; Jour. H. C. Mar. 17, 1592; HaU 
Pari. 105. For the Lords, in their House, have 

Eower of judicature ; the Commons, in their House, 
aye power of judicature ; and both Houses together 
have power of judicature ; and the book of the clerk 



106 ADJOUBKMENT. 

of the House of Commons is a record, as is affirmed 
by act of Parliament. — 6 JST. 8. c. 16 ; Inst. 23, 24 ; 
and eyery member of the House of Commons has a 
judicial place. — 4: Inst 15. As records, they are 
open to every person ; and a printed vote of either 
House is sufficient ground for the other to notice it. 
Either may appoint a committee to inspect the journals 
of the other, and report what has been done by the 
other in any particular case. — 2 Sats. 261 ; 3 Mats, 
27, 80. Every member has a right to see the journals, 
and to take and publish votes from them. Being a 
record, every one may see and publish them. — 6 
Chet/, 118, 119. 

On information of a mis-entry or omission of an 
entry in the journal, a committee may be appointed to 
examine and rectify it, and report it to the House. — 
2 Hats. 194, 6. 



SECTION L. 



ADJOURNMENT. 



The two Houses of Parliament have the sole, sepa- 
rate, and independent power of adjourning, each their 
respective Houses. The King has no authority to 
adjourn them ; he can only signify his desire, and it 
is in the wisdom and prudence of either House to 
comply with his requisition, or not, as they see fitting. 
—2 Mats. 832 ; 1 Blachstone, 186 ; 6 Chreyj 122. 

By the Constitution of the United States, a smaHer namber than a 
majority may adjourn from day to day. — I. 5. But neither House, 
during tlie session of Congress, shall, without the consent of the other, 
adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place than that in 



A SESSION. 107 

irHich the two Houses shall be sittings — L 5. The P^sident maj, on 
extraordinary occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and 
in case of disagreement between them, with respect to the time of ad- 
j^nrament, he may adjourn them to such time as he shall think 
proper. — Const, II. 8. 

A motion to adjourn simply, cannot be amended 
as by adding, "To a particidar day." But must be 
put simply, "That this House do now adjourn?" 
and, if carried in the affirmative, it is adjourned to 
the next sitting day, unless it has come to a previous 
resolution, " That at its rising, it will adjourn to a 
particular day;" and then the House is adjourned to 
that day.— 2 ffats. 82. 

Where it is convenient that the business of the 
House be suspended for a short time, as for a confer- 
ence presently to be held, &c., it adjourns during 
pleasure. — 2 Mats. 305. Or for a quarter of an hour. 
—5 Grey, 831. 

If a question be put for adjournment, it is no ad- 
journment till the Speaker pronounces it. — 5 Chrey\ 
137. And from courtesy and respect, no member 
leaves his place till the Speaker has passed on. 



SECTION LI. 

A SESSION. 

Paeliambnt have three modes of separation, to 
wit, by adjournment, by prorogation, by dissolution 
by the King, or by the efflux of the term for which 
they were elected. Prorogation or dissolution con- 
stitutes there what is called a session ; provided some 
act has passed. In this case, all matters depending 
before them are discontinued| and at their next 
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meeting arcT to -4)e taken up c?^ novo, if taken nprat 
all. — 1 BlacTcBtqnej 186. Adjournment, which is by 
themselves, is^Ao more than a continuance of the 
session from one day to another, or for a fortnight, a 
month, &c., dSi libitum. All matters depending re- 
main in stat'via quo, and when they meet again, be 
the term ever so distant, are resumed without any 
fresh commencement, at the point at which they 
were left. — X Lev. 165 ; Lex. Pari. c. 2; 1 Bo. Rep. 
29 ; 4 Inst. 7, 27, 28 ; Eutt. 61 ; 1 Mod. 152 ; Ruffh. 
Jac. L. Diet. Parliaments ; BlacJcstone, 186. Their 
whole session. is considered in law but as one day, and 
has relation to the first day thereof. — Bro. Ahr. Par- 
liamenty 86. 

Committees may be appointed to sit during a re- 
cess by adjournment, but not by prorogation.— 
6 Grey, 374 ; 9 Grey, 350 ; 1 Chandler, 50. Neither 
House can continue any portion of itself in any Par- 
liamentary function, beyond the end of the session, 
without the consent of the other two branches. When 
done, it is by a bill constituting them commissioners 
for the particular purpose. 

Congress separate in two ways on]y,;to wit, by adjournment or dis- 
solution by the efflux of their time. What then constitutes a session 
with them ? A dissolution certainly closes one session, and the meet- 
ing of the new Congress begins another. The Constitution authorizes 
the President, ** On extraordinary occasions, to convene both Houses, or 
either of them." — ^Art I. Sec. 3. If convened by the President's pro- 
clamation, this must begin a new session, and of course determine the 
preceding one to have been a session. So, if it meets under the clause 
of the Constitution, which says, ** The Congress shall assemble, at least 
once in every year, and such meeting shall be on the &rst Monday in 
December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day," — L 4, — 
this must begin a new session. For even if the last adjournment was 
to this day, the act of adjournment is merged in the higher authority 
of the Constitution, and the meeting vnll be under that, and not iqider 
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their ad/mmment. So far we have fixed landmarks lor determining 
sessions. In other cases, it is declared by the joint vote authorizing the 
President of the Senate and the Speaker to close the session on a fixed 
day, which is usually in the following form, ** Resolved, by the Senate 
and House of Representatives, that the President of the Senate and 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, be authorized to close 

the present session, by adjourning their respective Houses on the 

ddy of :* 

When it was said above, that all matters depend- 
ing before Parliament were discontinued by the de- 
termination of the session, it was not meant for 
judiciary cases, depending before the House of Lords, 
-such as impeachments, appeals, and writs of error. 
These stand continued of course to the next session. — 
Raym. 120, 881 ; Muffh. Jac, L. D. Parliament. 

Impeachments stand in like manner continued be£>re the Senate 
of the United States * 



SECTION LII. 

TREATIES. 

The President of the United States has power, by and with tlie 
advice and consent of the Senate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds 
Df the Senators present concur. — Const, U, S. Art II. Sec. 2. 

All confidential communications, made by the President of the United 
States to the Senate, shall be, by the members ihereo^ kept inviolably 
secret ; and that all treaties, which may hereafter be laid before the 
Senate, shall also be kept secret, until the Senate shall, by their reso. 
lution, take off the injunction of secrecy. — Rule 38. 

Treaties are legislative acts. A treaty is a law of 
the land. It diflfers from other laws only as it must 

* It was held, in the case of Hastings, that a dissckUion did not 
work the discontinuance of an impeachment 

5* 
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have the consent of a foreign nation, being but a con- 
tract with respect to that nation. In all countries, I 
believe, except England, treaties are made by the 
legislative power : and there, also, if they touch the 
laws of the land, they must be approved by Parlia- 
ment. Ware, vs. Hilton. — 3 Dallas's Rep, 199. It is 
acknowledged, for instance, that the King of Great 
Britain cannot, by a treaty, make a citizen of an 
alien. — Vattel, h. 1, c. 19, sec. 214. An act of Par- 
liament was necessary to validate the American treaty 
of 1783. And abundant examples of such acts can be 
cited. In the case of the treaty of Utrecht, in 1712, 
the commercial articles required the concurrence of 
Parliament. But a bill brought in for that purpose 
was rejected. France, the pther contracting party, 
suffered these articles, in practice, to be not insisted 
on, and adhered to the rest of the treaty. — 4 RusselVs 
Eist. Mod. Europe, 457 ; 2 Smollett, 242, 246. 

By the Constitution of the United States, this department of legis- 
lation is confined to two branches only, of the ordinary Legislature ; 
the President originating, and Senate having a negative. To what 
subject this power extends, has not been defined in detail by the Con- 
stitution ; nor are we entirely agreed among ourselves. 1. It is ad- 
mitted that it must concern the foreign nation, party to.the contract, or 
it would be a mere nullity res inter alias acta, 2. By the general 
power to make treaties, the Constitution must have intended to com- 
prehend only those objects which are usually regulated by treaty, and 
cannot be otherwise regulated. 3. It must have meant to except out 
of these the rights reserved to the states ; for surely the President and 
Senate cannot do by treaty what the whole government is interdicted 
from doing in any way. 4. And also to except those subjects of legis- 
lation in which it gave a participation to the House of Representatives. 
This last exception is denied by some, on the ground that it would 
leave very little matter for the treaty power to work on. The less the 
better, say others. The Constitution thought it wise to restrain the 
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Executive and Senate fix>m entangling and embroiling our affain 
with those of Europe. Besides, as the negotiations are carried on by 
the Ezeoutive alone, the subjecting to the ratification of the Repre* 
sentatives such articles as are within their participation, is no more 
inconvenient than to the Senate. But the ground of this exemption 
is denied as unfounded. For examine, e. ^., the treaty of commerce 
with France, and it will be found that out of thirty-one articles, there 
are not mor^ than small portions of two or three of them which would 
not still remain as subjects of treaties, untouched by these exceptions. 

Treaties being declared, equally with the laws of the United States, 
to be the supreme law of the land, it is understood that an act of the 
Legislature alone can declare them infringed and rescinded. This 
was accordingly the process adopted in the case of France, 1798. 

It has been the usage of the Executive, when it communicates a 
treaty to the Senate for their ratification, to communicate also the 
correspondence of the negotiations. This having been omitted in the 
case of the Prussian treaty, was asked by a votp of the House of 
February 12, 1800, and was obtained. And in December, 1800, the 
Convention of that year, between the United States and France, with 
the report of the negotiations by the Envoys, but not their instruc- 
tions, being laid before the Senate, the instructions were asked for, 
and communicated by the President. 

The mode of voting on questions of ratification is by nominal 
call. 

Whenever a treaty shall be laid before the Senate for ratification, 
it shall be read a first time for information only ; when no motion to 
reject, ratify, or modify the whole or any part, shall be received. 

Its second reading shall be for consideration ; and on a subsequent 
day, when it shall be taken up as in a committee of the whole, and 
every one shall be free to move a question on any particular article in 
this form : **Will the Senate advise and consent to the ratification of 
this article ?*' or to propose amendments thereto, either by inserting or 
by leaving out words, in which last case the question shall be, ** Shall 
the words stand part of the article ?** And in every of the said cases, 
the concurrence of two-thirds of the Senators present shall be required 
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to decide affinnatively. And when through the whole, the proceed 
mgs shall be stated to the House, and questions be again severally 
put thereon for confirmation, or new ones proposed, requiring in like 
manner a concurrence of two-thirds for whatever is retained or 
inserted. 

The votes so confirmed shall, by the House or a committee thereof 
be reduced into the form of a ratification with or without modifica- 
tions, as may have been decided, and shall be proposed on a subse- 
quent da^r, when every one shall ag^in be fi'ee to move amendments, 
either by inserting or leaving out words ; in which last case the ques- 
tion shall be, ** Shall the words stand part of the resolution ?** And 
in both cases the concurrence of two-thirds shall be requisite to carry 
the affirmative ; as well as on the final question to advise and consent 
to the ratification in the form agreed to. — Ride 37. 

When any question may have been decided by the Senate, in which 
two-thirds of the members present are necessary to carry the affirma- 
tive, any member who voted on that side which prevailed in the 
question, may be at liberty to move for a reconsideration; and a 
motion for reconsideration shall be decided by a majority of Totes.-— 
RuUU. 



SECTION LIII. 

IMPEACHMENT. 

The House of Representatives shall have the sole power of im- 
peachment — Const, U» S,^ Art. I. Sec. 3. 

The Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachments. 
When sitting for that purpose, they shall be on oath or affirmation. 
When the President of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice 
shall preside : and no person shall be convicted without the concur- 
rence of two-thirds of the members present Judgment, in cases of 
»mpeachment, shall not extend further than to removal from office, and 
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disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of honour, trust, or profit, 
under the United States. But. the party con\acted shall nevertheless 
be liable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment, and punishment, 
according to law. — Const, U, S, Art I. Sec. 3. 

The President, Vice-President, and all civil officers of the United 
States, shall be removed firom office on impeachment for, and convic- 
tion o^ treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors* — 
ConsL U, S. Art II. Sec. 4. 

The trial of crimes, except in cases of impeachment, shall be by 
jUry. — Congt. U, S, Art III. Sec. 2. 

These are the provisions of the Constitution of the 
United States on the subject of impeachments. The 
Following is a sketch of some of the principles and 
practices of England on the same subject. 

Jurisdiction, — The Lords cannot impeach any to 
themselves, nor join in the accusation, because they 
are judges. — Seld. Judic, in Pari. 12, 63. Nor can 
they proceed against a commoner, but on complaint of 
the Commons. — ^/i. 84. The Lords may not, by the 
law, try a commoner for capital offence, on the infor- 
mation of the King, or a private person ; because the 
accused is entitled to a trial by his peers generally ; but 
on accusation by the House of Commons, they may 
proceed against the delinquent, of whatsoever degree, 
and whatsoever be the nature of the ofiFence ; for there 
they do not assume to themselves trial at common law. 
The Commons are then instead of a jury, and the 
judgment is given on their demand, which is instead 
of a verdict. So the Lords do only judge but not try 
the delinquent. — Ih. 6, 7. But Wooddeson denies 
that a commoner can now be charged capitally before 
the Lords, even by the Commons; and cites Fitz- 
harris's case, 1681, impeached of high treason, where 
the Lords remitted the prosecution to the inferior 
comt.— 9> arey' 8 Del. 325, 6, 7; 2 'Wooddeson, 601, 
576 ; 3 Seld. 1610, 1619, 1041 ; 4 BUck. 257 ; 3 
Seld. 1604. 1618, 9. 1656. 
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Accusation. — The Commons, as the grand inquest 
of the nation, become suitors for penal justice. — 2 
Woodd. 597 ; 6 &rey, 356. The general course is 
to pass a resolution, containing a criminal charge 
against the supposed delinquent, and then to direct 
some member to impeach him by oral accusation, at 
the bar of the House of Lords, in the name of the 
Commons. The person signifies, that the articles will 
be exhibited, and desires that the delinquent may be 
sequestered from his seat, or be committed, or that the 
Peers will take order for his appearance. — Saehev. 
Trial 325 ; 2 Woodd. 602, 605 ; Lord's Jour. 3 June, 
1701 ; 1 Wms. 616 ; 6 arey; 324. 

Process. — If the party do not appear, proclamations 
are to be issued giving him a day to appear. On their 
return they are strictly examined. If any error be 
found in them, a new proclamation issues, giving a 
short day. If he appear not, his goods may be ar- 
rested, and they may proceed. — Seld. Jud. 98, 99. 

Articles. — The accusation (article) of the Commons, 
is substituted in place of an indictment. Thus, by 
the usage of Parliament, an impeachment for writing 
or speaking the particular words, need not be speci- 
fied. — Sach. Tr. 325 ; 2 Woodd. 602, 605 ; Lords' 
Journ. 3 June, 1701 ; 1 Wms. 616. 

Appearance. — If he appears, and the case be capi- 
tal, he answers in custody ; though not if the accusa- 
tion 1)0 general. He is not to be committed but on 
special accusations. If it be for a misdemeanor only, 
he answers a Lord in his place, a Commoner at the bar, 
and not in custody, unless, on the answer, the Lords 
find cause to commit him till he find sureties to attend, 
and lest he should fly. — Seld. Jud. 98, 99. A copy 
of the articles is given him, and a day fixed for his 
answer.— tT. Ray; 1 Bushw. 268; Fost. 232; 1 
Clar.^Hist. of the Meh. 379. On a misdemeanor, 
bis appearance may be in ^peixaoTi, ot \i^ msky answer 
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in writing, or by attorney. — Seld. Jud. 100. The 
general rale on accusation for a misdemeanor is, that 
in such a state of liberty or restraint as the party is 
when the Commons complain of him, in such he is to 
answer. — Seld. Jud. 101. If previously committed 
by the Commons, he answers as a prisoner. But this 
may be called, in some sort, judicium parium suorum, 
— Seld. Jud. In misdemeanors, the party has a right 
to counsel by the common law; but not in capital 
cases. — Seld. Jud. 102 — 5. 

Answer. — The answer need not observe great 
strictness of form. He may plead guilty as tg part, 
and defend as to the residue ; or, saving all exceptions, 
deny the whole, or give a particular answer to each 
article separately. — 1 Bush. 274 ; 2 Bush. 1374 ; 12 
Pari, ffist. 442 ; 3 Lords' Journ. 13 Nov. 1643 ; 2 
Wood. 607. But he cannot plead a pardon in bar to 
the impeachment.— 2 Wood. 618 ; 2 St. Tr. 735. 

Replication^ rejoinder^ S^c. — There may be a repli- 
cation, rejoinder, kc-Seld. Jud. 114 ; 8 G-rey's Deh. 
233; Sack. Tr. 15; Journ. Souse of Commons^ 6 
March, 1640, 1. 

Witnesses. — ^The practice is to swear the witnesses 
in open House, and then examine them there : or a 
committee may be named, who shall examine them in 
committee either on interrogatories agreed on in the 
House, or such as the committee, in their discretion, 
shall demand. — Seld. Jud. 120, 123. 

Jury.—ixL the case of Alice Pierce, 1 jB. 2. a jury 
was empannelled for her trial before a committee. — 
Seld. Jud. 123. But this was on a complaint, not 
an impeachment by the Commons. — Seld. Jud. 163. 
It must also have been for a misdemeanor only, as 
the Lords Spiritual sat in the case, which they do on 
misdemeanors, but not in capital cases. — Seld. Jud. 
148. The judgment was a forfeiture of all her lands 
and goods. — Seld. Jud. 188. This, Selden says^ ia 
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the only jury he finds recorded in Parliament for mis 
demeanors ; hut he makes no doubt if the delinquent 
doth put himself on the trial of his country, a jury 
ought to be empannelled : and he adds, that it is not 
so on impeachment by the Commons ; for they are in 
oco proprio^ and here no jury ought to be empan- 
nelled.— J6. 124. The Lord Berkley, 6 E. 3, was 
arraigned for the murder of, L. 2, on an information 
on the part of the King, and not on impeachment of 
the Commons ; for then they had been patria sua. 
He waived his peerage, and was tried by a jury of 
Gloucestershire and Warwickshire. — lb. 125. In one, 
1 JT. 7, the Commons protest that they are not to be 
considered as parties to any judgment given, or here- 
after to be given in. Parliament. — lb. 133. They have 
been generally, and more justly considered, as is be- 
fore stated, as the grand jury. For the conceit of 
Selden is certainly not accurate, that they are the pa- 
tria sua of the accused, and that the Lords do only 
judge, but not try. It is undeniable that they do try, 
For they examine witnesses as to the facts, and acquit 
or con/emn according to their own belief of thL. 
And Lord Hale says, " the Peers are judges of law 
as well as of fact." — 2 ITale^ P. 0. 275. Consequently 
of fact as well as of law. 

Presence of Commons. — The Commons are to be 
present at the examination of witnesses. — Seld.Jud» 
124. Indeed, they are to attend throughout, either 
as a committee of the whole House ; or otherwise, at 
discretion, appoint managers to conduct the proofs. — 
Bushw. Tr. of Straff. 37 ; Com. Journ. 4 Feb. 1709, 
10 ; 2 Wood. 614. And judgment*is not to be given 
till they demand it. — Seld. Jud. 124. But they are 
not to be present on impeachment when the Lords 
consider of the answer or proofs, and determine of 
their judgment. Their presence, however, is neces- 
sarjrat the answer and judgment in cases capital. — lb* 
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58, 159 ; as well as not capital, 162. The Lords de- 
bate the judgment among themselves. Then the vote 
is first taken on the question of guilty or not guilty ; 
and if they convict, the question, or particular sen- 
tence, is out of that which seemeth to be most gene- 
rally agreed on. — Seld. Jud. 167 ; 2 Wood. 612. 

Judgment — Judgments in Parliament, for death, 
have been strictly guided per legem terrse^ which they 
cannot alter ; and not at all according to their discre- 
tion. They can neither admit any part of the legal 
judgment, nor add to it. Their sentence must be se- 
cundum^ non ultra legem. — Seld. Jud. 168, 169, 170, 
171. This trial, though it varies in external ceremony, 
yet diflFers not in essentials from criminal prosecutions 
before inferior courts. The same rules of evidence, 
the same legal notions of crimes and punishments, 
prevail. For impeachments were not framed to alter 
the law, but to carry it into more efiectual execution 
against two powerful delinquents. The judgment, 
therefore, is to be such as is warranted by legal prin- 
ciples or precedents. — 6 Sta. Tr. 14 ; 2 Wood. 611. 
The Chancellor gives judgments in misdemeanors; 
the Lord High Steward, formerly, in cases of life and 
death. — Seld. Jud. 180. But now the Steward is 
deemed not necessary. — FoBt. 144; 1 Woodd. 613. 
In misdemeanors, the greatest corporal punishment 
hath been imprisonment. — Seld. Jud. 184. The 
King's assent is necessary in capital judgments, (but 
2 Woodd. 614. contra.) but not in misdemeanors. — 
Seld. Jud. 136. 

Continuance. — An impeachment is not discontinued 
by the dissolution of Parliament ; but may be resumed 
by the new Parliament. — T. Ray. 383 ; 5 Com. jour. 
23 Dec. 1790 ; Lords' jour. May 16, 1791 ; 2 Wood. 
618. 
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1. The President having taken the chair, and a 

Juorum being present, the journal of the preceding 
ay shall be read, to the end that any mistake may be 
corrected that shall be made in the entries. 

2. No member shall speak to another, or otherwise 
interrupt the business of the Senate, or read any news- 
paper, while the journals or public papers are reading, 
or when any member is speaking in any debate. 

3. Every member, when he speaks, shall address 
the chair, standing in his place, and, when he has 
finished, shall sit down. 

4. No member shall speak more than twice, in any 
one debate, on the same day, without leave of the 
Senate. 

5. When two members rise at the same time, the 
President shall name the person to speak ; but in all 
cases the member who shall first rise and address the 
chair shall speak first. 

6. When a member shall be called to order by the 
President, or a Senator, he shall sit down ; and every 
question out of order shall be decided by the President, 
without debate, subject to an appeal to the Senate ; and 
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the President may call for the sense of the Senate on 
any question of order. 

Y. If the member be called to order by a Senator 
for words spoken, the exceptionable words shall im- 
mediately be taken doibi in writing, that the President 
may be better enabled to judge of the matter. 

8. No member shall absent himself from the service 
of the Senate, without leave of the Senate first ob- 
tained. And, in case a less number than a quorum 
of the Senate shall convene, they are hereby autho- 
rized to send the sergeant-at-arms, or any other person 
or persons by them authorized, for any or all absent 
members, as the majority of such members present 
shall agree, at the expense of such absent members, 
respectively, unless such excuse for non-attendance 
shall be made as the Senate, when a quorum is con- 
vened, shall judge sufficient; and, in that case, the 
expense shall be paid out of the contingent fund. And 
this rule shall apply as well to the first convention of 
the Senate at the legal time of meeting, as to each day 
of the session, after the hour has arrived to which 
the Senate stood adjourned. 

9. No motion shall be debated until the same shall 
be seconded. 

10. When a motion shall be made and seconded, 
it shall be reduced to writing, if desired by the Presi- 
dent, or any member, delivered in at the table, and 
read, before the same shall be debated. 

11. When a question is under debate, no motion 
shall be received but to adjourn, to lie on the table, to 
postpone indefinitely, to postpone to a day certain, to 
commit, or to amend; which several motions shall 
have precedence in the order they stand arranged, and 
the motion for adjournment shall always be in order, 
and be decided without debate. 

12. If the question in debate contain several points, 
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any member may have the same divided : but, on a 
motion to strike out and insert, it shall not be in order 
to move for a division of the question ; but the rejec- 
tion of a motion to strike out and insert one proposi- 
tion shall not prevent a motion to strike out and insert 
a diflTerent proposition ; nor pr^ent a subsequent mo- 
tion, simply to strike out : nor shall the rejection of a 
motion simply to strike out prevent a subsequent mo- 
tion to strike out and insert. 

13. In filling up blanks, the largest sum and longest 
time shall be first put. 

14. When the reading of a paper is called for, and 
the same is objected to by any member, it shall be de- 
termined by a vote of the Senate, and without debate. 

15. The unfinished business in which the Senate 
was engaged at the last preceding adjournment, shall 
have the preference in the special orders of the day. 

16. When the yeas and nays shall be called for by 
one-fifth of the members present, each member called 
upon shall, unless for special reason he be excused by 
the Senate, declare openly, and without debate, his 
assent or dissent to the question. In taking the yeas 
and nays, and upon the call of the House, the names 
of the members shall be taken alphabetically. 

17. When the yeas and nays shall be taken upon 
any question, in pursuance of the above rule, no mem- 
ber shall be permitted, under any circumstances what- 
ever, to vote after the decision is announced from the 
chair. 

18. On a motion made and seconded to shut the 
doors of the Senate, on the discussion of any business 
which may, in the opinion of a member, require se- 
crecy, the President shall direct the gallery to be 
cleared ; and, during the discussion of such motion, 
the doors shall remain shut. 

19. No motion shall be deemed in order, to admit 
any person or persons whatsoever within the doors of 
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the Senate chamber to present any petition, memorial, 
or address, or to hear any such read. 

20. When a question has been once made and car- 
ried in the affirmative or negative, it shall be in order 
for any member of the majority to move for the recon- 
sideration thereof : but no motion for the reconsidera- 
tion of any vote shall be in order after a bill, resolu- 
tion, message, report, amendment, or motion, upon 
which the vote was taken, shall have gone out of the 
possession of the Senate, announcing their decision ; 
nor shall any motion for reconsideration be in order, 
unless made on the same day on which. the vote was 
taken, or within the next two days of actual session 
of the Senate thereafter. 

21. When the Senate are equally divided, the secre- 
tary shall take the decision of the President. 

22. All questions shall be put by the President of 
the Senate, either in the presence or absence of the 
President of the United States, and the Senators shall 
signify their assent or dissent, by answering, ay or no. 

23. The Vice-President, or President of the Senate 
pro tempore, shall have the right to name a member 
to perform the duties of the chair ; but such substitu- 
tion shall not extend beyond an adjournment. 

24. After the journal is read, the President shall 
first call for petitions, and then for reports from stand- 
ing committees : and every petition or memorial, or 
other paper, shall be referred of course, without putting 
a question, for that purpose, unless the reference is 
objected to by a member at the time such petition, 
memorial, or other paper, is presented. And before 
any petition, or memorial, addressed to the Senate, 
shall be received and read at the table, whether the 
same shall be introduced by the President or a member, 
a brief statement of the contents of the petition or 
memorial shall verbally be made by the introducer. 

25. One day's notice, at least, shall be given of an 
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intended motion for leave to bring in a bill ; and all 
bills reported by a committee, shall, after the first 
reading, be printed for the use of the Senate : but no 
other paper or document shall be printed for the use 
of the Senate, without special order. 

26. Every bill shall receive three readings pre- 
vious to its being passed; and the President shall 
give notice at each, whether it be the first, second, or 
third; which readings shall be on three different 
days, unless the Senate unanimously direct otherwise. 
And all resolutions proposing amendments to the 
Constitution, or to which the approbation and sig- 
nature of the President may be requisite, or which 
may grant money out of the contingent or any other 
fund, shall be treated, in all respects, in the introduc- 
tion and form of proceedings on them, in the Senate, 
in a similar manner with bills : and all other resolu- 
tions shall lie on the table one day for consideration, 
and also reports of committees. 

27. No bill shall be committed or amended until it 
shall have been twice read, after which it may be 
referred to a committee. 

28. All bills on a second reading shall first be con- 
sidered by the Senate in the same manner as if the 
Senate were in committee of the whole, before they 
shall be taken up and proceeded on by the Senate 
agreeably to the standing rules, unless otherwise 
ordered. And when the Senate shall consider a 
treaty, bill, or resolution, as in committee of the 
whole, the Vice-President, or President pro tempore, 
may call a member to fill the chair during the time 
the Senate shall remain in committee of the whole: 
and the chairman so called shall, during such time, 
have the powers of a President pro tempore. 

29. The final question, upon the second reading of 
every bill, resolution, constitutional amendment, or 

6 
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motion originating in the Senate, and requiring three 
readings preyious to being passed, shall be, "Whether 
it shall be engrossed and read a third time ?" and no 
amendment shall be received for discussion at the 
third reading of any bill, resolution, amendment, or 
motion, unless by unanimous consent of the members 
present : but it shall at all times be in order, before 
the final passage of any such bill, resolution, consti- 
tutional amendment, or motion, to move its commit- 
ment ; and should such commitment take place, and 
any amendment be reported by the committee, the 
said bill, resolution, constitutional amendment, or 
motion, shall be again read a second time, and con- 
sidered as in committee of the whole, and then the 
aforesaid question shall be again put. 

30. The special orders of the day shall not be 
called by the chair before one o'clock, unless other- 
wise directed by the Senate. 

31. The titles of bills, and such parts thereof only 
as shall be affected by proposed amendments, shall 
be inserted on the journals. 

32. The proceedings of the Senate, when not act- 
ing as in committee of the whole, shall be entered on 
the. journal as concisely as possible, care being taken 
to detail a true and accurate account of the proceed- 
ings : but every vote of the Senate shall be entered 
on the journal, and a brief statement of the contents 
of each petition, memorial, or paper, presented to the 
Senate, shall also be inserted on the journal. 

33. The following standing committees, to consist 
of five members each, shall be appointed at the com- 
mencement of each session, with leave to report by 
bill or otherwise; 

A Committee on Foreign Relations. 
A Committee on Finance. 
A Committee on Commerce. 
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A Committee on Manufactures. 

A Committee on Agriculture. 

A Committee on Military Affairs. 

A Committee on the Militia. 

A Committee on Naval Affairs. 

A Committee on Public Lands. 

A Committee on Private Land Claims. 

A Committee on Indian Affairs. 

A Committee of Claims. 

A Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

A Committee on the Judiciary. 

A Committee on the Post Office and Post Beads. 

A Committee on Roads and Canals. 

A Committee on Pensions. 

A Committee on the District of Columbia. 

A Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

A Committee of three members, whose duty it 
shall be to audit and control the contingent expenses 
of the Senate. 

And a Committee, consisting of three members, 
whose duty it shall be to examine all bills, amend- 
ments, resolutions, or motions, before they go out of 
possession of the Senate, and shall deliver the same 
to the Secretary of the Senate, who shall enter upon 
the journal that the ^ame have been correctly en- 
grossed. 

34. In the appointment of the standing committees 
the Senate will proceed by ballot, severally to appoint 
the chairman of each committee, and then, by one 
ballot, the other members necessary to complete the 
same ; and a majority of the whole number of votes 
given shall be necessary to the choice of a chairman 
of a standing committee. All other committees shall 
be appointed by baU'ot, and a plurality of votes shall 
make a choice. When any subject or matter shall 
have been referred to a committee, any other subject 
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or matter of a similar nature may, on motion, be ri» 
ferred to such committee. 

35. When motions are made for reference of the 
same subject to a select committee, and to a standing 
committee, the question on reference to the standing 
committee shall be first put. 

36. When nominations shall be made in writing by 
the President of the United States to the Senate, a 
future day shall be assigned, unless the Senate unani- 
mously direct othervrise, for taking them into consi- 
deration. When the President of the United States 
shall meet the Senate in the Senate chamber, the Pre- 
sident of the Senate shall have a chair on the floor, be 
considered as the head of the Senate, and his chair 
shall be assigned to the President of the United States. 
When the Senate shall be convened by the President 
of the United States to any other place, the President 
of the Senate and Senators shall attend at the place 
appointed. The secretary of the Senate shall also 
attend to take the minutes of the Senate. 

37. Whenever a treaty shall be laid before the Se- 
nate for ratification, it shall bo read a first time for in- 
formation only ; when no motion to rej^t, ratify, or 
modify the whole, or any part, shall be received. Its 
second reading shall be for consideration, and on a 
subsequent day ; when it shall be taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole, and every one shall be free to 
move a question on any particular article, in this form : 
" Will the Senate advise and consent to the ratifica- 
tion of this article V or to propose amendments there- 
to, either by inserting or by leaving out words; in 
which last case, the question shall be, " Shall these 
words stand as part of the article ?" And in every of 
the said cases, the concurrence of two-thirds of the 
Senators present shall be requisite to decide afcma- 
lively. And when through the whole, the proceed* 
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ings shall be stated to the House, and questions shall 
be again severally put thereon for confirmation, or new 
ones proposed, requiring, in like manner, a concur- 
rence of two-thirds, for whatever is retained or in- 
serted ; the votes so confirmed shall, by the House, or 
a committee thereof, be reduced into the form of a 
ratification, with or without modifications, as may 
have been decided, and shall be proposed on a subse- 
quent day, when every one shall again be free to move 
amendments, either by inserting or leaving out words ; 
in which last case, the question shall be, " Shall these 
words stand as part of the resolution ?** And in both 
cases, the concurrence of two-thirds shall be requisite 
to carry the affirmative, as well as, on the final ques- 
tion, to advise and consent to the ratification in the 
form agreed to. 

38. All confidential communications, made by the 
President of the United States to the Senate, shall be 
by the members thereof kept secret ; and all treaties 
which may be laid before the Senate shall also be kept 
secret, until the Senate shall, by their resolution, take 
off the injunction of secrecy. 

39. All information or remarks, touching or con- 
cerning the character or qualifications of any person, 
nominated by the President to office, shall be kept 
secret. 

40. When acting on confidential or executive busi- 
ness, the Senate shall be cleared of all persons except 
the secretary, the principal or the executive clerk, 
the sergeant-at-arms and doorkeeper, and the assistant 
doorkeeper. 

41. The legislative proceedings, the executive pro- 
ceedings, and the confidential legislative proceedings, 
of the Senate, shall be kept in separate and distinct 
books. 

42. Jhe President of the United States shall, from 
time to time, be furnished with an authenticated tran- 
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script of the executive records of the Senate ; and all 
nominations approved, or definitively acted on by the 
Senate, shall be returned by the secretary, from day 
to day, as such proceedings may occur ; but no further 
extract from the executive journal shall be furnished, 
except by special order ; and no paper, except original 
treaties transmitted to the Senate by the President of 
the United States, or any executive officer, shall be 
returned or delivered from the office of the secretary, 
without an order of the Senate for that purpose. 

48. When an amendment to be proposed to the 
Constitution is under consideration, the concurrence 
of two-thirds of the members present shall not be re- 
quisite to decide any question for amendments, or 
extending to the merits, being short of the final ques- 
tion. 

44. When any question may have been decided by 
the Senate, in which two-thirds of the members pre- 
sent are necessary to carry the affirmative, any mem- 
ber who votes on that side which prevailed in the 
question may be at liberty to move for a reconsidera- 
tion ; and a motion for reconsideration shall be de- 
cided by a majority of votes. 

45. Messages shall be sent to the House of Repre- 
sentatives by the secretary, who shall previously en- 
dorse the final determination of the Senate thereon. 

46. Messengers are introduced in any state of bu- 
siness, except while a question is putting, while the 
yeas and nays are calling, or while the ballots are 
counting. 

47. The reporters shall be placed on the floor of 
the Senate, under the direction of the secretary. 

No person, except members of the House of Re- 
presentatives, their Clerk, Heads of Departments, 
Treasurer, Comptrollers, Register, Auditors, Post- 
master-General, President's Secretary, Chaplains to 
Congress, Judges of the United States, TForeign 
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Ministers and their Secretaries, Officers who, by name, 
have received or shall hereafter receive, the thanks of 
Congress for their gallantry and good conduct dis- 
played in the service of their country, or who have 
received medals by the vote of Congress, the Commis- 
sioners of the Navy Board, Commissioner of Patents, 
Governor, for the time being, of any State or Terri- 
tory of the Union, Judges of the Supreme Courts of 
Law and Equity of any State, such gentlemen as have 
been Heads of Departments or members of either 
branch of the Legislature, and at the discretion of the 
President of the Senate, persons who belong to such 
Legislatures of foreign Governments, as are in amity 
with the United States, shall be admitted on the floor 
of the Senate. 

48. The presiding officer of the Senate shall have 
the regulation of such parts of the Capitol and of its 
passages, as are or may be set apart for the use of the 
Senate and its officers. 

49. The Secretary of the Senate, the Sergeant-at- 
arms and Doorkeeper, and the Assistant Doorkeq)er, 
shall be chosen on the second Monday of the first 
session of the 21st Congress, and on the same day of 
the first session of every succeeding Congress. 
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STANDING RULES AND ORDERS 



poB coiTDucTiire Busxirxss 



EST THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 

OF THE UNITED STATE& 

§ 

TOUCHINa THE DUTY OF THE SPjBAKEB. 

1. He shall take the chair every day precisely at the 
hour to which the House shall have adjourned on the 
preceding day ; shall immediately call the members to 
order ; and, on the appearance of a quorum, shall cause 
the Journal of the preceding day to be read. 

2. He shall preserve order and decorum ; may speak 
to points of order in preference to other members, rising 
from his seat for that purpose ; and shall decide ques- 
tions of order, subject to an appeal to the House by 
any two members ; on which appeal no member shall 
speak more than once, unless by leave of the House. 

3. He shall rise to put a question, but may state it 
sitting. 

4. Questions shall be distinctly put in this form, to 
wit : "As many as are of opinion that (as the question 
may be) say Ai/ ;*' and, after the affirmative voice is 
expressed, "As many as are of the contrary opinio^i, 
say No.'* H the speaker doubts, or a division be called 
for, the House shall divide : those in the affirmative of 

(135) 
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the question shall first rise from their seats, and after- 
ward those in the negative. If the Speaker still dottbts, 
or a count be required, the Speaker shall name two 
members, one from each side, to tell the members in 
the affirmative ; which being reported, he shall then 
name two others, one from each side, to tell those in 
the negative ; which being also reported, he shall rise, 
and state the decision to the House. No division and 
count of the House by tellers shall be in order, but 
upon motion seconded by at least one-fifth of a quo- 
rum of the members. 

5. When any motion or proposition is made, the 
question, "Will the House now consider it?" shall 
not be put, unless it is demanded by some member, 
or is deemed necessary by the Speaker. 

6. The Speaker shall examine and correct the Jour- 
nal before it is read. He shall have a general direc- 

' tion of the Hall. He shall have a right to name any 
member to perform the duties of the chair, but such 
substitution shall not extend beyond an adjournment. 

7. All committees shall be appointed by the Speak- 
er, unless otherwise specially directed by the House, 
in which case they shall be appointed by ballot ; and 
if, upon such ballot, the number required shall not be 
elected by a majority of the votes given, the House 
shall proceed to a second ballot, in which a plurality 
of votes shall prevail : and, in case a greater number 
than is required to compose or complete a committee 
shall have an equal number of votes, the House shall 
proceed to a further ballot or ballots. 

8. In all other cases of ballot than for committee*!, 
a majority of the votes given shall be necessary to an 
election ; and where there shall not be such a majority 
on the Grst ballot, the ballot shall be repeated imtil a 
majority be obtained. And in all ballotings blanks 
shall be rejected, and not taken into the count in the 
enumeration of votes, or reported by the tellers. 
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9. In all cases of election by the House, the 
Speaker shall vote ; in other cases he shall not vote, 
unless the House be equally divided, or unless his 
vote, if given to the minority, will make the division 
equal ; and, in case of such equal division, the ques- 
tion shall be lost. 

10. In all cases where other than members of the 
House may be eligible to an oflSce by the election of 
the House, there shall be a previous nomination. 

11. In all cases of election by the House of its 
officers, the vote shall be taken viva voce. — (Decem- 
ber 10, 1839.) 

12. All acts, addresses, and joint resolutions, shall 
be signed by the Speaker ; and all writs, warrants, and 
subpoenas, issued by order of the House, shall be un- 
der his hand and seal, attested by the clerk. 

13. In case of any disturbance or disorderly con- 
duct in the galleries or lobby, the Speaker (or chair- 
man of the committee of the whole House) shall 
have power to order the same to be cleared. 

14. No person, except members of the Senate, 
their Secretary, Heads of Departments, Treasurer, 
Comptrollers, Register, Auditors, Postmaster-General, 
President's Secretary, Chaplains to Congress, Judges 
of the United States, Foreign Ministers and their Se- 
cretaries, Officers who, by name, have received, or 
shall hereafter receive, the thanks of Congress for 
their gallantry and good conduct displayed in the ser- 
vice of their country, the Commissioners of the Navy 
Board, Governor, for the time being, of any State or 
Territory in the Union, who may attend at the seat 
of the General Government during the session of Con- 
gress, and who may choose to avail himself of such 
privilege, such gentlemen as have been Heads of De- 
partments, or members of either branch of the Legis- 
lature, and, at the discretion of the Speaker, persons 
who belong to such Legislatures of Foreign Govern- 
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ments as are in amity with the United States, shall 
be admitted within the hall of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

15. Stenographers, wishing to take down the de- 
bates, may be admitted by the Speaker, who shall 
assign such places to them on the floor, or elsewhere, 
to effect their object, as shall not interfere with the 
eonvenience of the House. 

16. No person shall be allowed the privilege of 
the hall, under the character of stenographer, without 
a written permission from the Speaker, specifying the 
part of the hall assigned to him ; and no reporter or 
stenographer shall be admitted under the rules of the 
House, unless such reporter or stenographer shall 
state, in writing, for what paper or papers he is em- 
ployed to report. — (March 1, 1838.) 

17. The Doorkeeper shall execute strictly the 14th 
and 15th rules, relative to the privilege of the hall. — 
(March 1, 1838.) 

18. The Clerk of the House shall take an oath for 
the true and faithful discharge of the duties of his of- 
fice, to the best of his knowledge and abilities. — (Rule 
April 13, 1789, and act June 1st, 1789.) He shall 
be deemed to continue in office until another be ap- 
pointed. — (March 1, 1791.*) 

ORDER OF BUSINESS OF THE SESSION. 

19. After six days from the commencement of a 
second or subsequent session of any Congress, all 

* There is no law, resolution, rule, or order, directing the appoint- 
ment of the Clerk of the House. On the 1st April, 1789, being the 
^t day that a quorum of the House assembled under the new consti. 
tution, the House immediately elected a Clerk by ballot, without a pre- 
▼ious order having. been passed for that purpose ; although in the case 
of the Speaker, who was chosen on the same day, an order was pre- 
viously adopted. A Clerk has been regularly chosen at the commence- 
ment of every Congress since. 
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bUls, resolutions, and reports, which originated in the 
House, and at the close of the next preceding session 
remained undetermined, shall be resumed and acted 
on in the same manner as if an adjournment had not 
taken place. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS OF THE DAY. 

20. As soon as the Journal is read, the Speaker 
shall call for petitions from the members of each State, 
and delegates froiji each Territory, beginning with 
Maine and the Territory of Wiskonsin, alternately ; 
and if, on any day, the whole of the States and Ter- 
ritories shall not be called, the Speaker shall begin on 
the next day where he left oflF the previous day ; pro- 
vided that, after the first thirty days of the session 
petitions shall not be received, except on the first day 
of the meeting of the House in each week. 

21. No petition, memorial, resolution, or other 
paper praying the abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia, of'any State or Territory, or the slave 
trade between the States or Territories of the United 
States, in which it now exists, shall be received by 
this House, or entertained in any way whatever. 

22. The petitions having been presented and dis» 
posed of, reports from committees shall be called for 
and disposed of; in doing which, the Speaker shall 
call upon each standing committee in the order they 
are named in the 70th and 98th rules ; and when all 
the standing committees have been called on, then it 
shall be the duty of the Speaker to call for reports 
from select committees ; if the Speal^er shall not get 
through the call upon the committees before the House 
passes to other business, he shall resume the next 
call where he left ofi*. Resolutions shall then be 
called for in the same order, and disposed of by the 
same rules which apply to petitions : provided that no 
member shall oflTer more than one resolution, or one 
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series of resolutions, all relating to the same subject, 
until all the States and Territories shall have been 
called. 

23. All the States and Territories shall be called 
for resolutions on each alternate Monday during each 
session of Congress ; and, if necessary to secure this 
object on said days, all resolutions which shall give 
rise to debate shall lie over for discussion, under the 
rules of the House already established ; and the whole 
of said days shall be appropriated io resolutions, until 
all the States and Territories are called through. — 
(February 6, 1838.) 

24. After one hour shall have been devoted to re- 
ports from committees, and resolutions, it shall be in 
order, pending the consideration or discussion thereof, 
to entertain a motion that the House do now proceed 
to dispose of the business on the Speaker's table, and 
to the orders of the day ; which being decided in the 
affirmative, the Speaker shall dispose of the business 
on his table in the following order, viz : 

Ist. Messages and other Executive communications. 

2d. Messages from the Senate, and amendments pro- 
posed by the Senate to bills of the House. 

3d. Bills and resolutions from the Senate on their first 
and second reading, that they be referred to com- 
mittees, and put under way ; but if, on being read a 
second time, no motion be made to commit, they 
are to be ordered to their third reading, unless ob- 
jection be made ; in which case, if not otherwise 
ordered by a majority of the House, they are to be 
laid on the table in the general file of bills on the 
Speaker's table, to be taken up in their turn. 

4th. Engrossed bills, and bills from the Senate on 
their third reading. 

fith. Bills of the House and from the Senate, on the 
Speaker's table, on their engrossment, or on being 
ordered to a third reading, to be taken up and con- 
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sidered in the order of time in which they passed 
to a second reading. The messages, communica- 
tions, and bills, on his table having been disposed 
of, the Speaker shall then proceed to call the orders 
of the day. 

25. The business specified in the two preceding 
rules shall be done at no other part of the day, except 
by permission of the House. 

IiOOAL OR PRIVATE BUSINESS. 

26. Friday and Saturday in every week shall be 
set apart for the consideration of private bills and pri- 
vate business, in preference to any other, unless other- 
wise determined by a majority of the House. 

27. On the first and fourth Friday of each month 
the calendar of private bills shall be called over, and 
the bills, to the passage of which no objection shall 
then be made, shall be first considered and disposed 
of.— (January 25, 1839.) 

OF DECORUM AND DEBATE. 

28. When any member is about to speak in debate, 
or deliver any matter to the House, he shall rise from 
his seat, and respectfully address himself to "Mr. 
Speaker," and shall confine himself to the question 
under debate, and avoid personality. 

29. If any member, in speaking or otherwise, 
transgress the rules of the House, the Speaker shall, 
or any member may, call to order; in which case, the 
member so called to order shall immediately sit down, 
unliess permitted to explain ; and the House shall, if 
appealed to, decide on the case, but without debate : 
if there be no appeal, the decision of the chair shall 
be submitted to. If the decision be in favour of the 
menlber called to order, he shall be at liberty to pro- 
ceed ; if otherwise, he shall not be permitted to pro- 
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ceed, in case any member object^ without leave of the 
House ; and, if the case require it, he shall be liable 
to the censure of the House. 

30. If a member be called to order for words spoken 
in debate, the person calling him to order shall repeat 
the words excepted to, and they shall be taken down 

^in writing at the clerk*s table ; and no member shall 
be held to answer, or be subject to the censure of the 
House, for words spoken in debate, if any member 
has spoken, or other business has intervened, after 
the words spoken, and before exception to them shall 
have been taken. 

31. When two or more members happen to rise at 
once, the Speaker shall name the member who is first 
to speak. 

32. No member shall speak more than once to the 
same question, without leave of the House, unless he 
be the mover, proposer, or introducer, of the matter 
pending ; in which case he shall be permitted to speak 
in reply, but not until every member choosing to speak 
shall have spoken. 

33. If a question depending be lost by adjournment 
of the House, and revived on the succeeding day, no 
member, who shall have spoken on the preceding day, 
shall be permitted again to speak without leave. 

34. While the Speaker is putting any question, or 
addressing the House, none shall walk out of or across 
the House; nor, in such case, or when a member is 
speaking, shall entertain private discourse ; nor, while 
a member is speaking, shall pass between him and 
the chair. Every member shall remain uncovered 
during the session of the House. No member or 
other person shall visit or remain by the clerk's table 
while the ayeg and noes are callmg, or ballots are 
counting. 

35. No member shall vote on any question in the event 
of which he is immediately and particularly interested, 
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or in any case where he was not within the bar of 
the Ho\ise when the question was put. And when 
any member shall ask leave to vote, the -Speaker 
shall propound to him the question, " Were you tvithin 
the bar when your name was called?'' 

36. Upon a division and count of the House on 
any question, no member without the bar shall be , 
counted. 

37. Every member who shall be in the House when 
the question is put shall give his vote, imless the 
House, for special reasons, shall excuse him. All 
motions to excuse a member from voting shall be 
made before the House divides, or before the call of 
the yeas and nays is commenced ; and any member 
requesting to be excused from voting may make a 
brief verbal statement of the reasons for making such 
request, and the question shall then be taken without 
further debate. 

38. When a motion is made and seconded, it shall 
be stated by the Speaker; or, being in writing, it 
shall be handed to the chair, and read aloud by the 
clerk, before debated. 

39. Every motion shall be reduced to writing, if 
the Speaker or any member desire it. 

40. After a motion is stated by the Speaker, or 
read by the clerk, it shall be deemed to be in the 
possession of the House, but may be withdrawn at 
any time before a decision or amendment. 

41. When a question is tthder debate, no motion 
shall be received but to adjourn, to lie on the table, 
for the previous question, to postpone to a day certain, 
to commit or amend, to postpone indefinitely ; which 
several motions shall have precedence in the order 
in which they are arranged ; and no motion to post- 
pone to a day certain, to commit, or to postpone in- 
definitely, being decided, shall again be allowed on 
the same day, and at the same stage of the bill or 
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proposition. A motion to strike out the enacting 
words of a bill shall have precedence of a motion to 
amend, and, if carried, shall be considered equivalent 
to its rejection. 

42. When a resolution shall be offered, or a mo- 
tion made, to refer any subject, and different commit- 
tees shall be proposed, the question shall be taken in 
the following order : 

The committee of the whole House on the state of 
the Union; the committee of the whole House; a 
standing committee ; a select committee. 

43. A motion to adjourn, and a motion to fix the 
day to which the house shall adjourn, shall be always 
in order : these motions, and the motion to lie on the 
table, shall be decided without debate. 

44. The hour at which every motion to adjourn is 
made, shall be entered on the journal.— (October 9, 
1837.) 

45. The previous question shall be in this form, 
" Shall the main question be now put ?" It shall only 
be admitted when demanded by a majority of the 
members present, and its effects shall be to put an 
end to all debate, and bring the House to a direct vote 
upon amendments reported by a committee, if any, 
upon pending amendments, and then upon the main 
question. On a motion for the previous question, and 
prior to the seconding of the same, a call of the House 
shall be in order; but, after a majority shall have 
seconded such motion, no call shall be in order prior 
to a decision of the main question. 

46. On a previous question there shall be no dQz> 
bate. All incidentslll questions of order arising after a 
motion is made for the previous question, and pending 
such motion, shall be decided, whether on appeal or 
otherwise, without debate. 

47. When a question is postponed indefinitely, the 
B&me shall not be acted upon again during the session. 
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48. Any member may call for the division of a 
question, which shall be divided, if it comprehend 
propositions in substance so distinct, that, one being 
taken away, a substantive proposition shall remain 
for the decision of the House. A motion to strike 
out and insert shall . be deemed indivisible ; but a mo- 
tion to strike out being lost, shall preclude neither 
amendment nor a motion to strike out and insert. 

49. Motions and reports may be committed at the 
pleasure of the House. 

50. No motion or proposition on a subject different 
from that under consideration shall be admitted under 
colour of amendment ;* (March 13, 1822.) No bill 
or resolution shall, at any time, be amended by an- 
nexing thereto, or incorporating therewith, any other 
bill or resolution pending before the House, f (Sep- 
tember 15, 1837.) 

51. When a motion has been once made, and car- 
ried in the aflSrmative or negative, it shall be in order 
for any member of the majority to move for the re- 
consideration thereof on the same or the succeeding 
day; and such motion shall take precedence of all 
other questions, except a motion to adjourn. 

* This rule was originally established on the 7th of April, 1789, and 
was in these words : ** No new motion or proposition shall be admitted 
ander colour of amendment, as a substitute for the motion or proposi- 
tion under debate.*' On the 13th of March, 1822, it was changed to 
its present form, in which the words ** new^^ and ** subsiituW* do not 
appear. 

t The latter clause of this rule was adopted at the 1st session of the 
25th Congress ; and, as originally reported by the committee, the fbl- 
lowing words were contained at the end of it : ** nor by any proposi' 
tion containing the substance,, in whole or in part^ of any other bill 
or resolution pending before the HouseJ*^ These words were stricken 
out by the House, before it would agree to the rule, by which it would 
seem to be decided that a bill or resolution might be amended, by incor- 
porating therein the substancf of any other bill or resolution before the 
Hooae. 
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52. When the reading of a paper is called for, and 
the same is objected to by any member, it shall be 
determined by a vote of the House. 

63. The unfinished business in which the House 
was engaged at the last preceding adjournment shall 
have the preference in the orders of the day ; and no 
motion on any other business shall be received with- 
out special leave of the House, until the former is 
disposed of. 

54. Every order, resolution, or vote, to which the 
concurrence of the Senate shall be necessary, shall 
be read to the House, and laid on the table, on a day 
preceding that in which the same shall be moved, im- 
less the House shall otherwise expressly allow. 

55. Petitions, memorials, and other papers, ad- 
dressed to the House, shall be presented by the 
Speaker, or by a member in his place ; a brief state- 
ment of the contents thereof shall be made verbally 
by the introducer ; they shall not be .debated on the 
day of their being presented, nor on any day assigned 
by the House for the receipt of petitions after the 
first thirty days of the session, unless where the 
House shall direct otherwise, but shall lie on the 
table, to hb taken up in the order in which they were 
presented. 

56. A proposition requesting information from the 
President of the United States, or directing it to be 
furnished by the head of either of the executive de- 
partments, or by the Postmaster-General^ or to print 
an extra number of any document or other matter, 
excepting messages of the President to both Houses 
at the commencement of each session of Congress, 
and the reports and documents connected with or re- 
ferred to in it, shall lie on the table one day for con- 
sideration, unless otherwise ordered by the unanimous 
consent of the House ; and all such propositions shall 
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be taken up for consideration in the order they were 
presented, immediately after reports are called for 
from select committees ; and, when adopted, the clerk 
shall cause the same to be delivered. 

67. Any fifteen members (including the Speaker, if 
there be one) shall be authorized to compel the at- 
tendance of absent members. 

68. Upon calls of the House, or in taking the yeas 
and nays on any question, the names of the members 
shall be called alphabetically. 

69. Any member may excuse himself from serving 
on any committee at the time of his appointment, if 
he is then a member of two other committees. 

60. No member shall absent himself from the ser- 
vice of the House, unless he have leave, or be sick, or 
unable to attend. 

61. Upon the call of the House, the names of the 
members shall be called over by the clerk, and the 
absentees noted; after which the names of the ab- 
sentees shall again be called over, the doors shall then 
be shut, and those for whom no excuse, or insufficient 
excuses are made, may, by order of those present, if 
fifteen in number, be taken into custody, as they ap- 
pear, or may be sent for and taken into custody, 
wherever to be found, by special messengers to be 
appointed for that purpose. 

62. When a member shall be discharged from cus- 
tody, and admitted to his seat, the House shall deter- 
mine whether such discharge shall be with or without 
paying fees; and, in like manner, whether a delin- 
quent member, taken into custody by a special mes- 
senger, shall, or shall not, be liable to defray the ex- 
pense of such special messenger. 

63. A sergeant-at-arms shall be appointed, to hold 
his office during the pleasure of the House, whose 
duty it shall be to attend the House during its sittings ; 
to execute the commands of the House from time to 
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time ; together with all such process, issued by autho- * 
rity thereof, as shall be directed to him by the Speaker. 

64. The fees of the sergeant-at-arms shall be, for 
every arrest, the sum of two dollars ; for each day's 
custody and releasement, one dollar ; and for trarelling 
expenses for himself or a special messenger, going and 
ret\irning, one-tenth of a dollar per mill ^ ^ 

65. It shall be the duty of the sergeant-at-arms to 
keep the accounts for pay and mileage of members, to 
prepare checks, and, if required to do so, to draw the 
money on such checks for the members, (the same 
being previously signed by the Speaker, and endorsed 
by the member,) and pav over the same to the mem- 
ber entitled thereto. (April 4, 1838.) 

66. The sergeant-at-arms shall give bond, with 
surety, to the United States, in a sum not less than 
five, nor more than ten thousand dollars, at the dis- 
cretion of the Speaker, and with such surety as the 
Speaker may approve, faithfully to account for the 
monev coming into his hands for the pay of members. 
(Aprff4, 1838.) 

67. The sergeant-at-arms shall be sworn to keep 
the secrets of the House. 

68. A doorkeeper and an assistant doorkeeper shall 
be appointed for the service of the House. (April 2, 
1789.) 

69. The doorkeeper and assistant doorkeeper shall 
be sworn to keep the secrets of the House. 

70. The postmaster to superintend the Post-Office, 
kept in the Capitol for the accommodation of the mem- 
bers, shall hereafter be appointed by the House.* 
(April 4, 1838.) 

* Immediately after the organization of the government under the 
present constitution, a room was set apart in the Capitol for the recep- 
tion and distribution of letters and packets to and from members of the 
House, without aft order for that purpose, and was called the Post- 
Office It was superintended bj the doorkeeper and his assistants. Qa 
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To 

oonsiflt 
of nine 
mem- 
bers 
each* 



71. Twenty-seven standing committees shall be ap- 
pointed at the commencement of each session^ viz : 
A Committee of Elections, 
A Committee of Ways and Means^ 
A Committee of Claims, 
A Committee on Commerce, 
A Committee on the Public Lands, 
A Committee on the Post Office and Post 

Roads, 
A Committee for the District of Columbia, 
A Committee on the Judiciary, 
A Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
A Committee on Public Expenditures, 
A Committee on Private Land Claims, 
A Committee on Manufactures, 
A Committee on Agriculture, 
A Committee on Indian Affairs, 
A Committee on Military Affairs, 
A Committee on the Militia, 
A Committee on Naval Aflfairs, 
A Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
A Committee on the Territories, 
A Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 
A Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
A Committee on Roads and Canals, 

A Committee on Patents, 

A Committee on Public Buildings and 

Grounds, 
A Committee of Rovisal and Unfinished 

Business, 
A Committee of Accounts, 
A Committee on Mileage, 






To 

consist 
of five 
mem- 
bers 
each. 



the 9th of April, 1814, a special allowance was made to the doorkeeper 
to meet the expenses of this office, and he was authorized to appoint 
a postmaster. The office continued oh this fi>oting till April 4, 183^ 
when an' oMer was passed, • as abovci for the appointment of the pott- 
master by the Hoosb itselH 

7 
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72. It sLakll bo the duty of the Committee of Elec- 
tions to examine and report upon the certificates of 
election, or other credentials,, of the members retumM 
to serve in this House ; and to take into their consi- 
deration all 8uch petitions, and other matters touching 
elections and returns, as shall or may be presented, 
or come into question, and be referred to them by the 
House. 

73. It shall be the duty of the Committee of Ways 
and Means to take into consideration all such reports 
of the Treasury Department, and all such propositions 
relative to the revenue, as may be referred to them 
by the House ; to inquire into the state. of the public 
debt or the revenue, and of the expenditure ; and to 
report, from time to time, their opinion thereon ; [to 
examine into the state of the several public Depart- 
ments, and particularly into the laws making appro- 
priations of moneys, and to report whether the moneys 
have been disbursed conformably with such laws ; and 
also to report, from time to time, such provisions and 
arrangements as may be necessary to add to the eco- 
nomy of the Departments, and the accountability of 
their officers.]* 

In preparing bills of appropriations for other objects, 
the Committee of Ways and Means shall not include 
appropriations for carrying into effect treaties ntade 
by the United States ; and where an appropriation bill 
shjall be referred to them for their consideration, which 



* That portion of the duty of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
which is printed within brackets, was, originally, adopted on the 7th of 
January, 1802. On the 26th February, 181 i, the Committee on Pub. 
lie Expenditures was created, and added to the list of Standing Com- 
mittees ; the duties of this latter committee are exactly those contained 
in that portion of the duties of the Committee of Ways and Means 
which are re^rred to in this note as within brackets ; (see rule 8i.) 
The words ought to be stricken from the specification of the duties of 
the Commilitee of Ways and Means 
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contains appropriations for carrying a treaty into effect, 
and for other objects, they shall propose such amend- 
ments as shaD prevent appropriations for carrying a 
treaty into effect being included in the same bill with 
appropriations for other objects. 

74. It shall also be the duty of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, within thirty days after their Jip-- 
pointment, at every session of Congress, commencing 
on the first Monday of December, to report the gene- 
ral Tippropriation bills — for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of Grovernment ; for the army; for the navy; 
and for the Indian Department and Indian annuities ; 
or, in failure thereof, the reasons of such failure. 

76. General appropriation bills shall be in order ig 
preference to any other bills of a public nature, unless 
otherwise ordered by a majority of the House. 

76. No appropriation shall be reported in such 
general appropriation biUs, or be in order as an 
amendment thereto, for any expenditure not previously 
authorized by law, (September 14, 1837,) unless in 
continuation of appropriations for such public works 
and objects as are already in progress, and for the 
contingencies for carrying on the several departments 
of the Government; [May 13, 1838.] 

77. It shall be the duty of the Committee of Claims 
to take into consideration all such petitions, and mat- 
ters or things touching claims and demands on the 
United States, as shall be presented, or shall or may 
come in question, and be referred to them by the 
House ; and to report their opinion thereupon, together 
with such propositions for relief therein as to them 
shall seem ei^pedient. 

78. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Com- 
merce to take into consideration all such petitions 
and matters or things touching the commerce of the 
United States, as shall be presented, or shall or may 
come into question, and be referred to them by the 
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House ; and to report, from time to time, their opi* 
nion thereon. 

79. It shall be the duty of the Committee on the 
Public Lands to take into consideration all such peti- 
tions and matters or things respecting the Lands of 
the United States, as shall or may come in question, 
and be referred to them by the House ; and to report 
their opinion thereon, together with such propositions 
for relief therein as to them shall seem. expecUent. 

80. It shall be the duty of the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post Boads to take into consideration 
all such petitions and matters or things touching the 
Post-Office and Post Boads, as shall be presented, or 
may come in question, and be referred to them by the 
House; and to report their opinion thereupon, to- 
gether with such propositions relative thereto as to 
them shall seem expedient. 

81. It shall be the duty of the Committee for the 
District of Columbia to take into consideration all such 
petitions and matters or things touching the said Dis- 
trict as shall be presented, or shall come in question, 
and be referred to them by the House ; and to report 
their opinion thereon, together with such propositions 
relative thereto as to them shall seem expedient. 

82. It shall be the duty of the Committee- on the 
Judiciary to take into <;onsideration sucL petitions and 
matters or things touching judicial proceedings as 
shall be presented, or may come in question, and be 
referred to them by the House ; and to report there- 
upon, together with such propositions relative thereto, 
as to them shall seem expedient. 

83. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Claims to take into consideration all such 
petitions and matters or things touching claims and de- 
mands originating in the revolutionary war, 6r arising 
therefrom, as shall be presented, or shall or may come 
in question, and be referred to them by the Hoom; 
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and to report their opinion thereupon, together with 
snch propositions for relief therein as to them shaD 
'Seem expedient. 

84. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Public 
Expenditures to examine into the state of the several 
public departments, and particularly into laws making 
appropriations of money, and to report whether the 
moneys have been disbursed conformably with such 
laws ; and also to report, from time to time, such pro- 
visions and arrangements as may be necessary to add 
to the economy of the departments, and the accounta- 
bility of their officers.* 

85. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims to take into consideration all claims 
to land which may be referred to them, or shall or 
may come in question; and to report their opinion 
thereupon, together with such propositions for relief 
therein as to them shall seem expedient. 

86. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs to take into consideration all subjects re- 
lating to the military establishment and public defence, 
which may be referred to them by the House, and to 
report their opinion thereupon; and also to report, 
from time to time, such measures as may contribute to 
econonnr and accountability in the said establishment. 

87. It shall be the duty of the Committee on the 
Militia to take into consideration and report on all 
subjects connected with the organizing, arming, and 
disciplining, the militia of the United States. 

88. It shall.be the duty of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs to take into consideration all matters which con- 



* See note to Rule 73.— And further on the 30th March, 1816, nx 
Committees on Expenditures in the several Departments of the Go?em. 
ment were created and added to the list of standing committees. The 
duties assigned to these several committees would seem entirely to 
oofer the duties of the Committee on Public Expenditures. (See Rules 
19 and 100.> 
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cem the naval establishment, and which shall be re* 
ferred to them by the House, and to report their opi- 
nion thereupon ; and also to report, from time to time, 
such measures as may contribute to economy and 
accountability in the said establishment. 

89. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs to take into consideration all matters 
which concern the relations of the United States with 
foreign nations, and which shall be referred to them 
by the House, and to report their opinion on the 
same. 

90. It shall be the duty of the Committee on the 
Territories to examine into the legislative, civil, and 
criminal proceedings of the Territories, and to devise 
and report to the House such means as, in their 
opinion, may be necessary to secure the rights and 
privileges of residents and non-residents. 

91. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions to take into consideration all such 
matters respecting pensions for services in the revolu- 
tionary war, other than invalid pensions, as shall be 
referred to them by the House. 

92. It shall be the duty of the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions to take into consideration all such mat- 
ters respecting invalid pensions as shall be referred to 
them by the House. 

93. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Roads 
and Canals to take into consideration all such peti- 
tions and matters or things relating to roads and ca- 
nals, and the improvement of the navigation of rivers, 
as shall be presented, or may come in question, and 
be referred to them by the House ; and to report there- 
upon, together with such propositions relative thereto, 
as to them shall seem expedient. 

94. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Pa- 
tents to consider all subjects relating to patents which 
may he referred to them, and re])ort tlieii* opinioii 
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tbereon, together with such propositions relative 
thereto as may seem to them expedient. 

95. It shall be th^ duty of the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds to consider all subjects re- 
lating to the public edifices and grounds within the 
city of Washington, which may be referred to them, 
and report their opinion thereon, together with such 
propositions relating thereto as may seem to them 
expedient. 

96. It shall be the duty of the Committee of R^- 
visal and Unfinished Business to examine and report 
what laws have expired, or are near expiring, and 
require to be revived or further continued ; also, to 
examine and report, from the Journal of last session, 
all such matters as were then depending and unde- 
termined. 

97. It shall be theduty of the Committee of Ac- 
counts to superintend and control the expenditures of 
the contingent fund of the House of Representatives, 
and to audit and settle all accounts which may be 
diarged thereon ; and also to audit the accounts of 
the members for their travel to and from the seat of 
Government, and their attendance in the House** 

98. It shall be the duty of the Committee on 
■Mileage, to ascertain and report the distance to the 
Sergeant-at-arms, for which each member shall re- 
ceive pay. 

99. Six additional standmg committees shall be 
appointed at the commencement of the first session 
in each Congress, whose duties shall continue until 
the first seasion of the ensuing Congress : 



• So mach of this rule as directs the Committee of Accounts to 
audit and settle the milea^ and daily pay of the members, was adopted 
at the first session, 12th Congress, (1812.) At the first session of the 
^th Congress, (1837,) a Standing Committee on Mileaore was created 
§ar the especial purpose of ascertaining and reporting me mileage ht 
whieh each member shall receive pay. (See Role 98.) 
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1, A Committee on so mucli of the pubKc'' 

accounts and expenditures as relate to 
the Department of State ; 

2. A Committee on so much of the public 

accounts and expenditures as relate to 

the Treasury Department; 
8. A Committee on so much of the public 

accounts and expenditures as relate to 

the Department of War; 
4. A Committee on so much of the public 

accounts and expenditures as relate to 

the Department of the. Navy; 
6. A Conmiitfee on so much of the public 

accounts and expenditures as relate to 

the Post-Office ; and 
6. A Committee on so much of the public 

accounts and expenditures as relate to 

the Public Buildings. 
100. It shall be the duty of the said committees to 
examine into the state of the accounts and expendi- 
tures respectively submitted to them, and to inquire 
and report particularly- 

Whether the expenditures of the respective depart- 
ments are justified by law : 

Whether the claims from time to time satisfied 
and discharged by the respective departments are 
supported by sufficient vouchers, establishing their 
justness both as to their character and amount: 

Whether such claims have been discharged out of 
funds appropriated therefor : and whether all moneys 
have been disbursed in conformity with appropriation 
laws: and 

Whether any, and what provisions are necessary 
to be adopted, to provide more perfectly for the pro- 
per application of the public moneys, and to secure 
the Government from demands unjust in their cha- 
racter^ or extravagant in their amount. 
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And it shall be, moreover, the duty of the said com- 
mittees to report, from time to time, whether any, and 
what retrenchment can be made in the expenditures 
of the several departments, without detriment to the 
public service ; whether any, and what abuses at any 
time exist in the failure to enforce the payment (Jf 
moneys which may be due to the United States from 
public defaulters or others : and to report, from time 
to time, such provisions and arrangements as may be 
necessary to add to the economy of the several de- 
partments, and the accountability of its oflScers. 

101. The several standing committees of the House 
shall have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

102. No committee shall sit during the sitting of 
the House, without special leave. 

103. It shall be the duty of the clerk to make, and 
cause to be printed, and delivered to each member, at 
the commencement of every session of Congress, a 
list of the reports which it is the duty of any oflScer 
or department of the Government to make to Con- 
gress ; referring to the act or resolution, and page of 
the volume of the laws or journal in which it may be 
contained ; and placing under the name of each officer 
the list of reports required of him to be made, and the 
time when the report may be expected. 

104. It shall be the duty of the clerk of the House, 
at the end of each session, to send a printed copy of 
the journals thereof to the Executive, and to each 
branch of the Legislature of every State. 

105. All questions of order shall be noted by the 
clerk, with the decision, and put together at the end 
of the journal of every session. 

106. Whenever confidential communications are 
received from the President of the United States, the 
House shall be cleared of all persons, except the 
members, clerk, sergeant-at-arms, and doorkeeper, and 

7* 
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80 continue during the reading of such commumca- 
tions, and (unless otherwise directed by the- House) 
during all debates and proceedings to be had thereon. 
And when the Speaker, or any other member, shall 
inform the House that he has communications to make, 
which he conceives ought to be kept secret, the House 
shall, in like manner, be cleared, till the communica- 
tion be made ; the House shall then determine whe- 
ther the matter communicated requires secrecy or not, 
and take order accordingly. 

107. All questions relating to the priority of busi- 
ness to be acted on shall be decided without debate. 

OF BILLS. 

108. Every bill shall be introduced on the report 
of a committee, or by motion for leave. In the latter 
case, at least one day*s notice shall be given of the 
motion ; and the motion shall be made, and the bill 
introduced, if leave is given, when resolutions are 
called for ; such motion, or the bill when introduced, 
may be committed. 

109. Every bill shall receive three several readings 
in the House, previous to its passage ; and bills shall 
be despatched in order as they were introduced, un- 
less where the House shall direct otherwise ; but no 
bill shall be twice read on the same day, without spe- 
cial order of the House. 

110. The first reading of a bill shall be for infor- 
mation ; and, if opposition be made to it, the ques- 
tion shall be, "Shall this bill be rejected?*' If no 
opposition be made, or if the question to reject be 
negatived, the bill shall go to its second reading with- 
out a question. 

111. Upon the second reading of a bill, the Speaker 
shall state it as ready for commitment or engrossment ; 
and, if committed, then a question shall be, whether 
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to a select or standing committee, or to a Committee 
of the Whole House : if to a Committee of the Whole 
House, the House shall determine on what day ; if no 
motion be made to commit, the question shall be stated 
on its engrossment ; and if it be not ordered to be en- 
grossed on the day of its being reported, it shall be 
placed in the general file on the Speaker's table, to 
be taken up in its order. But, if the Hbill be ordered 
to be engrossed, the House shairappoint the day when 
it shall be read the third time. 

112. Not more than three bills, originating in the 
House, shall be committed to the same Committee of 
the Whole ; and such bills shall be analogous in their 
nature, which analogy shall be determined by the 
Speaker. 

113. After commitment and report thereof to the 
House, Or at any time before its passage, a bill may 
be recommitted. 

114. All bills ordered to be engrossed shall be exe- 
cuted in a fair round hand. 

116. No amendment by way of rider shall be re- 
ceived to any bill on its third reading. 

116. When a bill shall pass, it shall be certified by 
the clerk, noting the day of its passage at the foot 
thereof. 

or COMMITTEES OF THE WHOLE HOUSE. 

117. It shall be a standing order of the day, through- 
out the session, for the House to resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

218. In forming a Committee of the Whole House, 
the Speaker shall leave his chair, and a chairman, to 
preside in committee, shall be appointed by the 
Speaker. 

119. Upon bills committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House, the bill shall be first read throughout 
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by the clerk, and then again read and debated by 
clauses, leaving the preamble to be last considered: 
the body of the bill shall not be defaced or interlined ; 
but all amendments, noting the page and line, shall 
be duly entered by the clerk on a separate paper, as 
the same shall be agreed to by the committee, and so 
reported to the House. After report, the bill shall 
again be subject to be debated and amended by 
clauses, before a question to engross it be taken. 

120. All amendments made to an original motion 
in committee shall be incorporated with the motion, 
and so reported. 

121. All amendments made to a report committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House shall be noted 
and reported, as in the case of bills. 

122. All questions, whether in committee or in the 
House, shall be propounded in the order in which 
they were moved, except that, in filling up blanks, 
the largest sum and longest time shall be first put. 

123. No motion or proposition for a tax or charge 
upon the people shall be discussed the day in which 
it is made or ofiFered ; and every such proposition 
shall receive its first discussion in a Committee of the 
Whole House. 

124. No sum or quantum of tax or duty, voted by 
a Committee of the Whole House, shall be increased 
in the House until the motion or proposition for such 
increase shall be first discussed and voted in a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House ; and so in respect to the 
time of its continuance. 

125. All proceedings touching appropriations of 
money shall be first discussed in a Committee of the 
Whole House. 

126. The rules of proceedings in the House shall 
be observed in a Committee of the Whole House, so 
far as they maj* be applicable, except the rule limiting 
the time of speaking ; but no member shall speak twice 
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to any question, until every member choosing to speak 
shair have spoken. 

127. No standing rule or order of the House shall 
be rescinded or changed without one day's notice 
being given of the motion therefor. Nor shall any 
rule be suspended, except by a vote of at least two- 
thirds of the members present. Nor shall the order 
of business, as established by the rules of the House, 
be postponed or changed, except by a vote of at least 
two-thirds of the members present. 

128. It shall be in order for the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills to report at any time. 

129. The rules of Parliamentary practice, comprised 
in Jefferson's Manual, shall govern the House in all 
cases to which they are applicable, and in which they 
are not inconsistent with the Standing Rules and Or- 
ders of the House, and the Joint Bules of the Senate 
and House of Representatives. 

130. No person shall be permitted to perform di- . 
vine service in the chamber occupied by the House 
of' Representatives, unless with the consent of the 
Speaker. 

131. The rule for paying witnesses summoned to 
appear before this House, or either of its committees, 
shall be as follows : For each day a witness shall at- 
tend, the sum of two dollars ; for each mile he shall 
travel in coming to or going from the place of exami- 
nation, the sum of ten cents each way ; but nothing 
shall be paid for travelling home when the witness 
has been summoned at the place of trial. 

132. The clerk shall, within thirty days after the 
close of each session of Congress, cause to be com- 
pjeted the printing and primary distribution, to mem- 
bers and delegates, of the journal of the House, to- 
gether with an accurate index to the same. (June 18, 
1832.) 

133. There shall be retained in the library of the 
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clerk's office, for the use of the members there, and 
not to be withdrawn therefrom, two copies of all the 
books and printed documents deposited in the library. 
(December 22, 1826.) 

134. The clerk shall have preserved for each mem- 
ber of the House, an extra copy, in good binding, of 
all the documents printed by order of either House 
at each future session of Congress. (February 9, 
1831.) 

135. The clerk shall make a weekly statement of 
the resolutions and bills (Senate bills inclusive) upon 
the Speaker's table, accompanied with a brief refer- 
ence to the orders and proceedings of the House upon 
ea^h, and the date of such order and proceedings; 
which statement shall be printed for the use of the 
members. (April 21, 1836.) 

136. The clerk shall cause an index to be prepared 
to the acts passed at every session of Congress, and 
to be printed and bound with the acts. (July 4, 
1832.) 

137. The clerk shall take proper measures for the 
care and preservation of the public stable provided 
for the business and accommodation of the House of 
Representatives. (July 9, 1838.) 

138. The unappropriated rooms in that part of the 
Capitol assigned to the House shall be subject to the 
order and disposal of the Speaker, until the further 
order of the House. (May 26, 1824.) 

139. M^s accompanying documents shall not be 
printed, under the general order to print, without the 
special direction of the House. (March 2, 1837; 
September 11, 1837.) 

140. No committee shall be permitted to employ 
a clerk at the public expense, without first obtaining 
leave of the House for that purpose. (December 14, 
1838.) 
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1. In every case of an amendment of a bill agreed 
fco in one House, and dissented to in the other, if 
either House shall request a conference, and appoint 
a committee for that purpose, and the other House 
shall also appoint a committee to confer, such com- 
mittee shall, at a convenient hour, to be agreed on by 
their chairman, meet in the conference chamber, and 
state to each other, verbally, or in writing, as either 
shall choose, the reasons of their respective Houses 
for and against the amendment, and confer freely 
thereon. 

2. When a message shall be sent from the Senate 
to the House of Representatives, it shall be annoimced 
at the door of the House by the doorkeeper, and shall 
be respectfully cpmmunicated to the chair by the per- 
son by whom it may be sent. 

3. The same ceremony shall be observed when a 
message shall be sent from the House of Representa- 
tives to the Senate. 

4. Messages shall be sent by such persons as a 
sense of propriety in each House may determine to 
be proper. 

k (165) 
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6. While bills are on their passage between the 
two Houses, they shall be on paper, and under the 
signature of the secretary or clerk of each House 
respectively. 

6. After a bill shall have passed both Houses, it 
shall be duly enrolled on parchment by the clerk of 
the House of Representatives, or the secretary of the 
Senate, as the bill may have originated in the one or 
the other House, before it shall be presented to the 
President of the United States. 

7. When bills are enrolled, they shall be examined 
by a joint committee of two from the Senate and two 
from the House of Representatives, appointed as a 
standing committee for that purpose, who shall care- 
fully compare the enrolment with the engrossed bills, 
as passed in the two Houses, and, correcting any 
errors that may be discovered in the enrolled bills, 
make their report forthwith to their respective Houses. 

8. After examination and report, each bill shall be 
signed in the respective Houses, first by the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, then by the Presi- 
dent of the Senate. 

9. After a bill shall have been thus signed in each 
House, it shall be presented, by the said committee, 
to the President of the United States for his approba- 
tion, (it being first endorsed on the back of the roll, 
certifying in which House the same originated ; which 
endorsement shall be signed by the secretary or clerk, 
as the case may be, of the House in which the same 
did originate,) and shall be entered on the journal of 
each House. The said committee shall report the 
day of presentation to the President ; which time shall 
also be carefully entered on the journal of each House. 

10. All orders, resolutions, and votes, which are to 
be presented to the President of the United States for 
his approbation, shall also, in the same manner, be 
previously enrolled, examined, and signed ; and shall 



JOINT EULKS. 167 

\e presented in the same manner, and by the same 
committee, as provided in the cases of bills. 

11. When the Senate and House of Representa* 
tives shall judge it proper to make a joint address to 
the President, it shall be presented to him in his au- 
dience chamber by the President of the Senate, in the 
presence of the Speaker and both Houses. 

12. When a bill or resolution which shall have 
passed in one House is rejected in the other, notice 
thereof shall be given to the House in which the same 
shall have passed. 

13. When a bill or resolution which has been passed 
in one House shall be rejected in the other, it shall 
not be brought in during the same session, without a 
notice of ten days, and leave of two-thirds of that 
House in which it shall be renewed. 

14. Each House shall transmit to the other all pa- 
pers on which any bill or resolution shall be founded. 

15. After each House shall have adhered to their 
disagreement, a bill or resolution shall be lost. 

16. No bill that shall have passed one House shall 
be sent for concurrence to the other on either of the 
last three days of the session. 

17. No bill or resolution that shall have passed the 
House of Representatives and the Senate, shall be 
presented to the President of the United States for 
his approbation on the last day of the session. 

18. When bills which have passed one House are 
ordered to be printed in the other, a greater number 
of copies shall not be printed than may be necessary 
for the use of the House making the order. 

19. No spirituous liquors shall be offered for sale, 
or exhibited, within the Capitol, or on the public 
grounds adjacent thereto. 
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1. In every case of an amendment of a bill agreed 
fco in one House, and dissented to in the other, if 
either House shall request a conference, and appoint 
a committee for that purpose, and the other House 
shall also appoint a committee to confer, such com- 
mittee shall, at a convenient hour, to be agreed on by 
their chairman, meet in the conference chamber, and 
state to each other, verbally, or in writing, as either 
shall choose, the reasons of their respective Houses 
for and against the amendment, and conifer freely 
thereon. 

2. When a message shall be sent from the Senate 
to the House of Representatives, it shall be announced 
at the door of the House by the doorkeeper, and shall 
be respectfully cpmmunicated to the chair by the per- 
son by whom it may be sent. 

3. The same ceremony shall be observed when a 
message shall be sent from the House of Representa- 
tives to the Senate. 

4. Messages shall be sent by such persons as a 

sense of propriety in each House may determine to 

be proper. 
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6. While bills are on their passage between the 
two Houses, they shall be on paper, and under the 
signature of the secretary or clerk of each House 
respectively. 

6. After a bill shall have passed both Houses, it 
shall be duly enrolled on parchment by the clerk of 
the House of Representatives, or the secretary of the 
Senate, as the bill may have originated in the one or 
the other House, before it shall be presented to the 
President of the tJnited States. 

7. When bills are enrolled, they shall be examined 
by a joint committee of two from the Senate and two 
from the House of Representatives, appointed as a 
standing committee for that purpose, who shall care- 
fully compare the enrolment with the engrossed bills, 
as passed in the two Houses, and, correcting any 
errors that may be discovered in the enrolled bills, 
make their report forthwith to their respective Houses. 

8. After examination and report, each bill shall be 
signed in the respective Houses, first by the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, then by the Presi- 
dent of the Senate. 

9. After a bill shall have been thus signed in each 
House, it shall be presented, by the said committee, 
to the President of the United States for his approba- 
tion, (it being first endorsed on the back of the roll, 
certifying in which House the same originated ; which 
endorsement shall be signed by the secretary or clerk, 
as the case may be, of the House in which the same 
did originate,) and shall be entered on the journal of 
each House. The said committee shall report the 
day of presentation to the President ; which time shall 
also be carefully entered on the journal of each House. 

10. All orders, resolutions, and votes, which are to 
be presented to the President of the United States for 
his approbation, shall also, in the same manner, be 
previouslj enrolled, examined, and signed ; and shall 



JOINT EULES. 167 

be presented in the same manner, and by the same 
committee, as provided in the cases of bills. 

11. When the Senate and House of Representa* 
tives shall judge it proper to make a joint address to 
the President, it shall be presented to him in his au- 
dience chamber by the President of the Senate, in the 
presence of the Speaker and both Houses. 

12. When a bill or resolution which shall have 
passed in one House is rejected in the other, notice 
thereof shall be given to the House in which the same 
shall have passed. 

13. When a bill or resolution which has been passed 
in one House shall be rejected in the other, it shall 
not be brought in during the same session, without a 
notice of ten days, and leave of two-thirds of that 
House in which it shall be renewed. 

14. Each House shall transmit to the other all pa- 
pers on which any bill or resolution shall be founded. 

15. After each House shall have adhered to their 
disagreement, a bill or resolution shall be lost. 

16. No bill that shall have passed one House shall 
be sent for concurrence to the other on either of the 
last three days of the session. 

17. No bill or resolution that shall have passed the 
House of Representatives and the Senate, shall be 
presented to the President of the United States for 
his approbation on the last day of the session. 

18. When bills which have passed one House are 
ordered to be printed in the other, a greater number 
of copies shall not be printed than may be necessary 
for the use of the House making the order. 

19. No spirituous liquors shall be offered for sale, 
or exhibited, within the Capitol, or on the public 
grounds adjacent thereto. 
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cannot reconsider or alter their own votes 56 

bow they report amendments * • 56 

cannot sit in the recess after the Congress has expired 106 

a member elect, though not returned, may be appointed on. 19 

standing 30 

forms and proceedings in « • 30-53 

Joint, how they act *•.. • 30 

who shall compose • • 52 

bow appointed in Senate ■••••«• O 

8 
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OmiM^ttMf, time and place of meetiiif..... SS 

minority of, to conatitute a quonim S3 

members of the House may be present at theii sittings . . 53 

their power over a bill 53 

have entire control of a report recommitted 57 

dissolved by a report 57 

Im)w revived 57 

may be discharged firom instructions 94 

when they may sit during recess 108 

eflfect of a reference to, when a bill has been amended in 

Committee of the Whole 59 

n^mmitue qf the WhoUt great matters usually referred to 31 

may elect their Chairman 31 

Speaker may resume chair if great disorder. .. 33 

manner of doing business in, in Senate 59 

proceedings in 30-54-50 

irregularly dissolved 32 

cannot adjourn 33 

report proceedings 33 

subjects which have passed through, may be 

referred to special conmiittees 59 

particulars which attach to 60 

(VmmanieatiMM, confidential, to be kept secret 100 

Common fame^ aground for proceeding 33 

Coisfereneest common to have two, before vote to adliere 96 

cannot alter any thing on which the Houses have agreed. 97., 

discussion of the nature and the occasion of 99 

. report of cannot be amended or altered 99 

papers left with conferees of House agreeing to 99 

when, by which House, and at what stages to be asked. . . 96 

Co-exisHng questions discussed 81 

Qmn«0Z may be heard oa private bills and law points ■ 35 

Count itftkt House may be called 90 

(See Division qftke House.) 

Covered^ when members are not to be 44 

Debate^ no one to speak impertinently, superfluously, or tediously . 40 

not cut off, till both sides of tlie question be put 84 

fbrms and proprieties to be observed in..... 38-9 

the Speaker not allowed to engage in, except on points of order ^ 40 

proceedings of the House not to be censured 40 

personalities to be prohibited • 40 

motives not to be arraigned 40 

violation of order in, to be suppressed by the Speaker 41-43 

disorderly words not to be noticed until the member has finished 43 

disorderly words, when taken down 43 

proceedings of the other House not to be noticed in 43 

members concerned or implicated by the subject of, ought to 

withdraw 44 

I, poinu of (See DebaJU) ^ 41-3 
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D^amatorjf j»«fr/teati0}i«, breach of privilege 17 

Disorder in Committee qfthe Whole^ Speaker to resume chair, if great . . 33 

members creating, proceedings M 

Dteordorly words, how and when taken down 43 

Division of the House, practice in ascertaining 87-90 

^ questions, diKUsaod 79-83 

Doors, rule respecting their being closed 45 

ought not to be shut ; to be kept by persons appointed ^ . . 4S 

Duel, challenge to, breach of privilege 17 

E^eioiw, time, place, and manner of holding S3 

of members to be Judged by each House 33 

Engrossed HUs, not to be looked into « 38 

Errors, cannot be corrected in Committee of the Whole. ...,..•., 37 

various modes of correcting 93 

Clerk may correct his own 101 

I^uivtUent questions, discussed • 83 

Felony, mode of proceeding on charge of •«.... 81 

<7a/torjr, clearing of. 45 

Committee of the Whole cannot punish for disorder in 60 

Hats, when to be taken off 44 

House, division of, how ascertained.... • 86-80 

tf Representatives. — See .ftijprweiitattvtfs. 

Impeachment, sketch of the law of Parliament, respecting T. 113-117 

Inquiry t or accusation, common fhme a ground for • 33 

Insist, question discussed • 83 

effect of vote to ., 96 

JSntmo/, shall be kept by each House 104 

of each House to be published 104 

shall show every vote ]04 

to contain a brief statement of every petition, paper, &e., pre- 
sented , 104 

titles of bills, and parts affected by amendments, to be 104 

insertedon « 104 

what questions shall be entered on 105 

a record, in law ...• 106 

subject to examination....... t 106 

direction as to making up .*•. 105 

either House may notice and inspect Journal of the other 105-6 

howit maybe amended »...»«..•.•.••• 106 

jnn^Tt not to be spoken of irreverently, Ax. .^ 43 

Zar/wt sitai, question first put ».^....... 70 

Ids on table, call up at any time, matters that .^. ■« 06 

longest tinu, question first put ?t 
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JH|,H>Hly daeadea on fereral questions n 

Mtmbtn and officers of one House not amenable to the otber 43 

must vote when question is put 90 

not to vote unless present when question was put M 

JIfemoricii— See Petitum* 

JVeMfl/M cannot be received in committee 93 

nature of 101 

Executive, to be made to both Ilooset at the same time 103 

when received 101 

forms in receiving . 101 

errors in their delivery may be corrected 1. 101 

bills not acted on, the subjects of IQS 

JtHnoritff, protected by adherence to Rules •• 13 

Jli$take»—9ee Error*. 

Motion^ not to he put or debated until seconded 48 

to be put in writing, if desired 48 

to be read for information 48 

to a4)ourn, not in order when a member has the flooi. 48 

privileged, what shall be 68 

removed ttom before House by adyournment, Aic. 83 

Bee QverCtoas. 

Mw$paper publieationt, deflimatory, breach of privilege • • . . 17 

Ctfieen^ of either House, forms of nomination or election 98 

of one House not amenable to the other «3 

Oim2sio, .W^., his opinion of importance of Rules ^, 13 

Ordirviolated by Speaker, by not putting question 21 

" instances make" order ^ 37 

respecting papers— See Pupera 37 

in iehtdo—Bee Debate 38 

questions of, maybe adjourned 44 

decision of the ^aker on points of, may be controlled 45 

a member may insist on the execution of a subsisting 45 

Committees of the Whole cannot punish breach of 60 

if point arise while question is putting, Speaker to decide promptly 01 

^HwlneM, propriety of 35 

fortheSenate 35 

fftltoday, how, and when to be called up t46 

may be discharged at'any time 46 

cannot be moved while member is speaking. 48 

take precedence of all questions ., 64 

yfiUBniM, determined with the session -46 

queetion qf, to supersede a question depending 71 

ami /{Mofttfton, distinction between » 49 

speeitUt rules upon subject of , , , 46-65 

Oppositwnto Billt proper time to make ^.. %i.86 

Papers and Jeumale^ not to be removed from clerk's table as 

Tales respecting their preservation - •^. . . . 3^ 
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Qlitarrtl, nemben must declare they will not proeecute 4t 

qaeitjoB of privilege arising from, baa precedence. 71 

Qice»fiM«, general rule fbr putting 64-83 

the priority of certain, considered '64 

removed from before House by adjournment 81 

may be debated between the count of affirmative and negative 84 

manner of putting 86 

matt not speak, ot move about wlien putting 91 

mutt be decided promptly, if difficulty arise 91 

one House cannot question tlie other 168 

|»H«l/ijfM2, what shall be 63-79 

in filling blanks 7S-77 

in references to committees 79 

in amending amendment, and agree or disagree. ... 97 
motion to amend has precedence over motion to 

strikeout 71 

^»rd§r, (incidental.) how fkr it shall aupersede any other 71 

4ivMMi ^, how made 79 

what are divisible 79 

when divided, each point open to debate and amend- 
ment 81 

(e0-§xi$ting) what suspends, and what remove* from the House 

an existing question 81 

•Tufootott, what is considered 89 

determined by ayes and noes 89 

to be resume^ in »utu quo, when suspended by the want of a 

quorum 89-93 

]»r«vi0tu— See Previont Que$tUm, » 

QiMntMi, only shall do business • *.... 26 

what number shall bea 96 

how the attendance of, may be compelled 96 

any member may desire a count, fbr the purpose of ascertaining 96-46 
not present suspends the question 38-89 

JUmdall and FFMfney, refbrence to case, breach of privilege •■« 17 

Heading qfpapen, right to require 1 03 

question on, first put 71 

aspeeek, is not aright 63 

a report of one House, not of right in the other House 63 

IZeeeiftf, question discussed 89 

effect of a vote to 94-96 ' 

JUeommitment, efl^t of. jn^ 

Roeonsideration, of bills, orders, instructions, &c 93-SS 

of questions requiring two-thirds, by whom they may be 

moved *. m 

Renumstranee and Petition, distinction 47 

Report qf Committee, how to proceed in House 58 

efonoHouee, not to be read in the other 63 

Rupreeentatines, apportionment of, since 1789 S5 

qualifications of 93-9 
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TVeatiei reBd tor inftrmathn^ tbe day received Ill 

read for consideration on flulweqnent day Ill 

proceedings upon Ill 

reconsideration of votes upon, may be moved by one of tlie 

side prevailing *. 113 

f'Me, cannot, till sworn 20 

every member must • 90 

must not vote, if not present 90 

change of 92 

ITarsi twnft, or quarrel, adjustment of. • V-41-71 

Wkitufqf and Bandall^ bribery case, reference to ....?. 17 

ffUhdmWf members cannot, when question is pattliig 90 

IPKAtfrswsMetoM, rule of parliament 7S 

ffUiisMct, how summoned, examined, &e •••• .. 33 

Fsss a«i2 JVbyt, may be required by one-llfth W-OO 

to be taken alphabetically 87-90 

•It nresent shall vote unless excused 87-M) 

When ealled and decision announeed no member al- 
lowed tovote 87-90 

now Questions are determined by 80 

BO BKmoer tu vu<« unless present Of 
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lT%$fir»t column tf figures rtfers to tk$ number of iko rvU^ the second U tkspagt 

on which the rule will he found."] 

Jtbsenee^ from the Senate, not allowed without leave 8 ISS 

without leave, in cases of, the sergeant-at-arms may be sent . . 8 133 

jtddress to the President, how to be presented (joint rule) 11 167 

Adhero, effect of a vote in the two Houses to (joint rule) 15 187 

Adjournment, motion for, has precedence 11 133 

Mmission^ on the floor, the persons entitled to ; 47 130 

Amendments to a resolution to amend the Constitution, corrried by a 

majority 43 130 

to bills on which the two Houses disagree, conference upon 

(joiDtrale) 1 165 

4n>M2 allowed from the decision of the President 6 131 

Bills may be Introduced upon one day*8 notice 25 125 

shall be read twice before amendment or reference 27 135 

reported, shall be printed 35 135 

shall receive three readings on different days 26 125 

on second reading, considered as in Committee of th^ Whole . . . • . 28 125 

proceedings on, at different stages • <. 29 126 

titles of, only, and parts affected by amendments, inserted on the 

journal 31 136 

engrossed, how examined, reported, and entered 33 136 

on their passage to be on paper (joint rule) 5 165 

to be enrolled on parchment after passing the Iwo Houses (joint 

rule) 6 166 

See Engrossed BUls, 
passed one House and lost in the other^ notice to be given of (joint 

rule) IS 167 

passed one House and lost in ths other^ how they may be renewed 

(joint rule) 13 167 

when sent from one House to the other, to be accompanied by the 

papers on which they are founded (joint rule) 14 147 

not to be sent flrom one House to the other for concurrence on the 

last three days of the session (joint rule) 16 167 

not to be presented to the President on the last day of a session 

(joint rule) 17 167 

Joint rule relative to printing of. 18 167 

B/aiiJkf, in filling, what motions have preference 13 133 

BusiHess, unfinished, has preference... M 133 
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1mm to bring in a bill, one day's notice of motion flir, required • 85 ISS 

Members, prohibited fi'om speaking to each other during debate 8 181 

present, not a quorum, empowered to send for absent memben 8 123 

shall express assent or dissent by ay or no S23 134 

Jlf«jii6«r, when he speaks, shall address the chair 3 131 

first rising and addressing the chair, shall speak first 5 131 

called to order by President or Senator, shall sit down 6 131 

words of, shall be taken down, when called to order by a Sen- 
ator 7 133 

shall not absent himself without leave 8 139 

any, may desire a motion to be reduced to writhig 10 133 

may have a question divided, if susceptible of division 13 133 

required to vote when yeas aud nays are called 16 133 

not allowed to vote after decision is announced 17 133 

Memnial or p^ktion, contents of, shall be stated before received and read 34 134 

when received T 34 184 

howreferred 84 184 

contents of. to be entered on the Journal -^ 38 ISM 

Messages between the ttoo Houses^ how to be announced and delivered 

Uointnile) 8-3 IfiS 

by whom to be sent (joint rule) • 4 165 

Jlf«««0ii^«rf , when introduced*.... 46 130 

JUMiea, not to be debated until seconded 9 138 

made and seconded, shall, if desired, be reduced to writing 10 188 

to be read before debated 10 138 

to adjourn, has preference 11 183 

to adjourn, to be decided without-debate .••.• 11 183 

privileged, what shall be, when a suldeet is under debate 11 133 

privileged, in filling blanks 13 133 

privileged, in reference to select or standing committees 35 188 

to close the galleries, shall be discussed confidentially 18 183 

to admit persons for the purpose of presenting memorial, not io 

order 19 183 

to reconsider, when and by wliom may be made 44 130 

A)n0S)»ajier«, not to be read while a member is speaking 8 181 

JfominatioHSt not to be considered on the day received, unless by eon- 
sent 36 138 

J^otUe of one day required of an intended motion Ibr leave to bring in 

a bill .'. 85 185 

Orders tf the day, special, not called before 1 o'clock 30 186 

special, unfinished business lias preftience in* 15 183' 

Onirr, upon a call to, the member shall ait down .'..... 6 181 

questions of, to be decided without debate 6 181 

appeals on questions of, may be made ftom the President's 

decision 6 181 

on questions ot; tlie President may require tlie sense of the 

Senate 6 181 
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Ortfsr, npon a call to, by a Senator, for words spoken, the excepCioa- 

able words shall be taken down 7 121 

Pupen and Documents not to be printed without qweial order S5 135 

P«r«oiu not admitted to present a memorial, Ax 19 183 

entitled to admission on the floor, the 47 IJO 

Pstttisa, before received, contents of, to be stated 84 134 

whenreceived 84 181 

howreferred 84 184 

contents of those presented to be entered on the journal 33 196 

PrMtife»< to be first addressed by the speaker 3 181 

to decide when two or more rise at the same time to speak.. . 5 131 

to decide questions of order 6 131 

may call for the sense of the Senate on a question of order . . 6 131 

may desire a motion to be reduced to writing 10 133 

todecideonan equal division 81 134 

decision of, on an equal division, to be taken by the secretary 81 184 

shall put all questions > 88 184 

may, for a limited time, name a member to perfiNrm the duties 

of thechair -. 83 134 

may appoint a chairman, while the 'Senate are acting as in 

committee of the whole 88 185 

to give notice of the several readings of bills 86 135 

to have the regulation of the parts of the Capitol appropri* 

ated to the Senate 48 131 

Fre$iient qf the U.S. manner of presenting bills and resolutions to the 

(Joint rule) ^... 9 166 

manner of presenting Joint addresses to the (Joint rule) 11 167 

no bill or resolution to be presented on the last day of the ses* 

sion to the (Joint rule) 17 167 

to be assigned the President's chair when attending the de- 
liberations of the Senate 36 198 

Frtiitiii^^M//:«,Joint rule relating to 18 183 

QitMtioa under debate, when, and by what motions superseded 11 138 

maybedivided ^ 188 

final, on second reading. 89 136 

to be decided, by ay or no 83 184 

to be put by the President of the Senate S3 184 

on amending the constitution, short of the main question, to 

be determined by a majority 43 130 

Quorum^ proceedings when a less number shall have assembled 8 133 

Rtading newspapers prohibited while the Senate are in session 8 131 

of a papei called for, and objected to, to-be decided by the Se- 
nate 14 13b 

BMesnstdsration^ motion for, may be made ly one of the m^ority 80 134 

or by a member of the side that prevailed 44 130 

motion for, must be made within two days after vote. . 80 134 
motion for, must be made before the subject matter is 

out of possession of Senate 90 134 
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RtegnsidiraUoH of a question requiring tbe affirmative vote of two- 
thirds, to be determined by a m^joritf 44 130 

JZseor^ Executive, extracts flrom, prohibited 4& 129 

Rtference of petitions, &c.. how made S4 134 

i2<!porte of standing committees, when received 24 124 

of committees, to lie one day 96 125 

A<por/fr« placed on the floor 47 130 

Metolutionst requiring approbation of tlie President to amend constitu- 
tion, and grant money, to be treated as bills « 36 125 

other, to lie one day ^ 125 

on third reading, amended only by consent. . » 39 124 

engrossed, recommitted, and reported, to be again rea4 a 

second time ...29 126 

orders, votes, &c., requiring the President's approbation, 
shall be signed and presented as in case of bills (See BiU$) 

(Jointrule) 10 133 

passed one House and lost in the other, notice to be given 

(jointrule) 12 133 

not to be presented to the President on last day of the ses- 
sion (Joint rule) 17 133 

iKnejf, enjoined on confidential communications 38 139 

enjoined on remarks on persons nominated 39 129 

enjoined on treaties ; ; 38 129 

iwrrtary to endorse bills passed, &e. .45 130 

to take the decision of the Vice-President when the Senate im 

equally divided 2L 124 

to receive flrom committee, and enter engrossed Mils 33 136 

to fbrnish the President with transcripts of executive Journal 4& 129 

reporters on the floor und«r direction of the 47 131 

to be chosen on second Monday of first session of every Con- 
gress 40 131 

to attend and take minutes when Senate is convened to any 

otberplace 36 128 

to make returns on nominations, from day to day 43 129 

to return or deliver no paper, except original treaties, without 

order of Senate 42 129 

to flirnish no extract from executive Journal without special 

order 42 139 

to convey messages to House of Representatives 45 130 

Senate, proceedings of, when a number less than a quorum shall have 

assembled 8 133 

proceedings of, in quasi committee to be entered concisely 38 136 

ceremonial proceedings when met by the President of the United 

States at any other place than the Senate Chamber 36 128 

36 128 

37 128 
relating to the executive proceedings of. ^ 38 129 

39 129 

40 129 
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BmmU who shall be adoiitled when engaged in ExecntiTe or confidential 

bosineM 40 199 

the proceed! agi of, to be recorded eeparately 41 190 

transcripts and extracts from Executive records, in what cases 

fUmisbed 42 199 

votes of, to be entered on Journal ; 32 196 

contents of memorials and petitions presented to, to be ent««d 

on the Journal 32 196 

shall be cleared of all persons except their officers, when acting 

on Executive business ^40 199 

Executive proceedings oA to be recorded separately from the Le> 

gislative 41 199 

officers of, when they shall be elected 49 131 

messages tu and from (Joint rules) 9-3 165 

^MoMNf, among the members, prohibited during debate 9 191 

more than twice in one day on the same subject, prohibited. . 4 191 

4rfH<«, not to be brought within or about the Capitol (Joint rule) 19 197 

TKiiM, i^Mt, first put 13 193 

TVmKm, proceedings on 37 198 

to be kept secret, until injunction be removed 38 190 

IT^/EnwAftf iiMiuMs, has preference in speeial orders 15 193 

Fits' PrMident^ or Prttidsnt pro-tempore, may ajqioint a chairman 23 194 

F%t«, every, to be entered on the Journal 39 190 

no member allowed to* after decision is announced 17 193 

WbrdMf exceptionable, shall be talcen down, when a call to order is made 

byaSmotor .• 7 199 

r«s« «im( Ksys, to be called alphabetically 16 193 

may be required by one-fifth 16 193 

to be taken without debate 16 193 

after being uken, no member allowed to enter liis vote. 17 193 
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JtboHtion petitimis, m\e xeapecting ; SI 139 

jabsera members, their attendance may be compelled by fifteen members 57 147 

wtf&sent, no member allowed to be, unless on leave ....•*. 60 147 

«AA««Atees at a call, proceedings against 6]|6S 147 

wflcte anJ .^cUreMM, signed by the Speaker 13 137 

jSddrees to the President, bow to be presented ( Joint rule) '• 13 167 

Jldkere, effect of a vote in the two Houses to (Joint rule) «.....• 15 167 

Jidjournt motion to, always in order, but not to be debated 43 144 

hour to be entered • 44 144 

.<fmen<2, order of motion to •••• 41 143 

Jtmendment not to be admitted, if on a sutject di&rent from that under 

consideration 50 145 

jtmendmsnts to engrossed bills, by way of rider, not permitted 115 159 

to engrossed bills, to be kept on separate paper 1 19 159 

to original motions, in Committee of the Whole 190 160 

to bills and resolutions, cannot be made by adding other 

bills or resolutions 50 145 

to rules, proposition of 127 16] 

to reports in Committee of the Whole 191 160 

to bills on which the two Houses disagree, conference upon 

(Joint rule) ..; I 165 

of Senate, to bills, when considered ^* 94 140 

i^l»«a2«. how made and debated 9 135 

proceedings in case of ^ • 30 142 

not debated on previous question • 40 144 

(187) 
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4n»r«priatfM NOt, to be reported within thirtjr days 74 151 

to have preference in order of day 75 151 

appropriations not authorized by law, not to be made 76 151 

JtppropriiUionfor treaties not to be included in bills making appropria> 

tion for other objects 73 150 

Jtpprvpriaiimu to be first discussed in Ck>mmittee of the Whole 125 160 



Ao/M for committees 7 136 

inothercases 8 136 

Boi^tfto, blank, not counted 8 136 

no person to look on when tellers are counting 34 142 

Har, no member to vote unless within the 37,38 143 

0i//f am tA« taMe, when to be taken up and disposed of. 1 84 140 

private, to have precedence on Kridays and Saturdays 96 I4r 

to be called over on first and fourth Friday of every month — pre- 
ference to those not objected to 27 141 

rejected, if enacting words be stricken out 41 143 

cannot be amended by adding other bills 50 145 

proceedings on lea v« to introduce? 106 153 

bow to be introduced, or reported 106 158 

making appropriations, to be reported within 30 days 74 151 

to have preference in order. 75 151 

appropriations not authorized by law ex- 

eluded 78 151 

to be first discussed in Committee of the 

Whole 135 160 

the several readings of 109 158 

if opposed on first reading, question to reject to be put, ice 110 158 

how to be disposed of on second reading Ill 158 

not more than tliree to be committed to the same Committee of 

the Whole 112 150 

may be recommitted at any time before passage 113 159 

to be engrossed in a fair round hand 114 159 

amendments of Senate, when considered 24 140 

engrossed, when to be read a third time 7 24 140 

firom the Senate, when to be readand disposed of 34 140 

not to be amended on third reading by ridSn* 115 159 

when passed to be certified by the clerk 116 159 

[in Committee of the Whole] how to be taken up ; not to be in- 
terlined; amendments to, how to be kept and reported; and, 

^ after report, may be again debated and amended 119 159 

on their passage to be on paper (Joint rule) 5 165 

to be enrolled on parchment after passing the two Houses (Joint 

rule) 6 1C6 

(See Engrossed BUls) 
passed one Bouse and lost in the other, notice to be given of (Joint 

rule 12 1C7 

passed one Bouse and lost in the other, how they may be renewed 

(Joint rule) 13 167 
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BUli,wken sent front ont House to the other, to be accompanied by the 

papers on which they are founded (Joint rule) ,- 14 167 

Bot lo be sent from one Haise to the other for concurrence on the 

last three days of the session (Joint rule) 16 157 

not to be presented to the President on the last day of a session 

(Joint rule) 17 167 

Joint rule relative to printing of 18 167 

BUnks, rule respecting the filling of 1522 160 

Blank ballots, not to he counted 8 136 

Business, unfinished at first to be resumed at second session of Congress 17 138 

daily order of 20.32.33,24.139-10 

order of, changed or postponed 127 171 

no debate on priority of ...'. 107 158 

Busihess on the table, when to be taken up and disposed of SO 139 

Business on the Speaker's table, mode of diapoBing of 84 140 

list to be made of 135 103 

private to have preference on Fridays and Saturdays 36 141 

to be called over on the first and fourth Fridays in 
every month, and preference given to matters not 

objectedto S7 141 



Os229 «m I>«paHm«iite for information, rule relating to 55 140 

CSB//4r<AsJ9bi(«0, names called alphabetically 58 147 

rules relative to a 45,57,58,144^7 

Cafitol, unappropriated rooms in 138 168 

no spirits to be brought within or about, (Joint rule) 19 167 

Clair, Speaker may substitute a member to take the 6 136 

Clerk to cause resolutions to be delivered to tlie President, &« 56 140 

to take an oath to act fkithAiIly, and tenure of appointment, ice 18 138 

to make a list of reports to be made by public ofllcers to Congress 103 157 

to forward the Journals to the Governors of the States 104 157 

to make weekly a list of business on Speaker's table 135 163 

to cause Journal to be completed and distributed 132 161 

to furnish membera with bound documents 134 163 

to cause the laws to be indexed 136 163 

to note questions of order 105 157 

to attest legal acts signed by the Speaker 13 137 

to retain certain books in the office library 133 161 

to provide for the care and preservation of the public stable •. .. . 137 163 

Clerks to Committees, House must order employment of 140 163 

Commit or amend, order of motions to 41 143 

Committees, how to be appointed 7 136 

order in which they shall be called for reports S3 139 

a member may, in a certain case, be excused from sesving 

on 59 147 

precedence of, in motions for reference 43 144 

appointment of standing 71 149 
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aMiiiii<f«M,daUefof;Tis: oTElecUons ^ MB 

of Wayi and Means 73.74 150^ 

ofClaiuM 77 151 

onCommeroe 78 151 

on Public Lands 79 153 

on the Post-Office and Pott Roada 80 153 

fbr the District of Ckilombia 81 152 

on the Judiciary 88 153 

on Revolutionary Claims 83 153 

on Public Expenditures 84 153 

on Private Land Claims 85 153 

on Military Affkurs 86 153 

on the Militia 87 153 

on Naval Affliirs 88 153 

on Foreign Afihirs 80 154 

on the Territories 00 154 

on Revolutionary Pensions 01 154 

on Invalid Pensions 93 154 

on Roads and Canals 03* 154 

on Patents 04 154 

on Public Buildings 05 155 

on Revisal and Unfinished Business 06 155 

of Acconnts 07 155 

on Mileage 06 155 

OnasUttsM mi ExpewUtnrtt, appointment and duties of the six . . 00, 100 155-56 

OnamtUfM, fiiea«idtN|r, may report by bill i. 101 157 

not to sit during session of House 103 157 

not to employ clerks 140 168 

OfmmiUee qfthe Whole on tk» 17nlon, a standing order of the dayr 117 150 

OmmitU$qfiheWkoU^hovitoxmt& 118 150 

how to proceed in cases of bills 110 150 

how to report amendments to original motions. 130 160 

how to report amendments to a report 181 160 

rules of the House to be observed in 126 160 

must first entertain all motions fbr laying or 

increasing taxes ^ 133,134 160 

appropriations must be first discussed in. ..... . 125 160 

CtimmitUe derha. House to order employment of 140 163 

OtmmitUe on Enrolled BiUe^ appointment and duties of, (Joint rule). . . 7 166 

to report at any time 128 161 

Cemmitment of motions and reports to be at the pleasure of the House . 40 145 

when different committees are proposed, their order ^ 144 

Ctn^erence on disagreeing votes of the two Houses, rule respecting, 

Cjointrule) 1 165 

Confidential eommunieations or proceedings^ rules upon 106 157 

Sergeant-at-arms sworn to secrecy 67 148 

Doorkeeper sworn to secrecy 69 140 

Cbfi«i(ferah'on, questions of 5 130 

Oonvereationt (private) not to be entertained while a member is speak- 
ing 34 I'lS 
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Debate^ provisions for the preservation of order and deeonun 

in 28,89.30 141-42 

on appeals, limited nature of 2 135 

on appeals in calls to order, prohibited S29 141 

prohibited on motions to adjourn )^ ..^ 

prohibited on motion to lie on the table ) 

prohibited to speak more than once or twice 32 142 

prohibited on petitions and other papers on day of presenta- 
tion 55 146 

prohibited on priority of business 107 158 

to be precluded by the previous question 4^ 144 

Departments^ calls for information fVom 56 146 

Division qf questions, when and how they may be allowed 48 145 

i>ivt«t0» <!f fA0 irott«0, how ma^e and decided .. .-. 4 135 

Divine service, not to be performed in the Hall, anieu by oonient of the 

Speaker 130 161 

Disorder tf the gallery, remedy for 13 137 

Documents, members to be fUrnished with an extra set 134 163 

rule respecting printing extra number! 56 146 

I>oorik0«p«r», to be appointed, and tenure of office 68 148 

to be sworn to secrecy 60 148 

required to execute rules strictly 17 138 

Duties or taxes, rules to be observed respecting the imposition or in* 

creaseof 123,124 160 



£/e€tum«, how to be conducted 8 136 

previous nomination necessary ^ T. 10 137 

votes to be otva VOC0 U 137* 

Enacting words, if stricken out, to be considered as a rejection of a 

bill,&c 41 143 

£iij^r(»8me}tf to be in a Ikir round hand '» • 114 158 

Engrossed bills not to be amended by riders 115 150 

while on their passage between the two Houses. (See 
Bills.) 

EnroUed BiUn, committee on, may report at any time 128 161 

to be examined by the committee ) 

provision for the appointment of > (Joint rule) 7 166 

the committee on ^ 

to be signed by the presiding officers of the two Houses 

(jointrule) 8 166 

how to be presented to the President, and the time to be 

noted (joint rule) 166 

not to be presented to the President on last day of ses- V 

sion (joint rule) 17 167 

Exw^ivs Departments, rules to be observed in calling tit information 

frombeadsof 56 146 

Executive communications, vih.en to ha retA 24 140 

£xett«ed/r0m voting, rule relating to being ••.«.. 36 143 

Excused fromseroing on a committee, ^rneitaibetVD«yh9*» 50 147 



194 INDEX. 

Frintinf tf JoumaU to be completed within thirty days after an ad- 
journment 133 161 

J>Hii(jii/-^Ma*Joint rule relating to 18 138 

J*Hiitiii/, motion for extra numbers to lie one day 56 147 

FraviMM yuMftoii, order of motion for 41 143 

rules relating to the 45.46 144 

PrhaU buMine$St to iMve preference on Fridays and Saturdays 96 141 

to be called orer on first and fourth Friday of every 

month, and preference given to that not objected to 37 141 

Pr<vUi;^etf eJkara«f«rf, to come within the hall, named 14 137 

rules respecti ng to be strictly executed , 17 13E 

Qasftiaiu, manner of putting 4 135 

de<»rum to be observed during the putting of 34 148 

may be divided., and the manner of dividing 48 145 

to be propounded in the order in which they are moved .... 138 161 

Qasntm, fifteen members may compel the attendance of a 57 147 

Jtso^hi/- a j>ap0r, ifobjected to. rule respecting the 53 146 

i{«eMw<d«r, rule respecting motions to 51 145 

Jt^fsrfmes, order and precedence of motions of 43 144 

ofmotionstobeatthepleasureof the House 49 145 

Jtcyoresrs, rules respecting 15,16 138 

iZapoWs, may be committed at pleasure 49 145 

Alports ^ OraimittMf, when to be made 33 139 

Aflporte to fte msJtf to Gnt/TMs. Clerk to make a list of 103 157 

J2e9o/«tio»s, when they may be submitted, A;c S!3,33 139^ 

only one at a time 13 139 

every alternate Monday set aside for 33 140 

those giving rise to debate to lie over 33 140 

cannot be amended by adding other resolutions 50 149 

requiring assent of the Senate, to be laid on the table one 

day before acting on, &c 54 14/i 

calling on Executive officers for information to lie one 

day 56 146 

orders, votes, Ac, requiring the President's approbation, 
shall be signed and presented as in cases of bills (see 

Ai/b) (Joint rule) 10 166 

passed one House, and lost in the other, notice to be given 

(Jointrule) 13 167 

not to be presented to the President on the last day of the 

session (Joint rule) 17 167 

iUibrs, engrossed bills not to be amended by 115 158 

lto0SM, Speaker to dispose of unappropriated 138 163 

Rulest how to be amended, rescinded, or suspended .' 137 161 

fltereey, rule-relating to • 106 157 

Beigeant-at-arms sworn to .-.. 67 148 

Doorkeeper sworn to 68 148 
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Fote, no membor to vote wben interested, or witboat the btr 35 141 

every member preseot shall vote, unlen ezeoied 37 143 

to be fiven v<va MM , H 137 

FMNf, manner of 4 135 

who are to be exeluded from 35,36 143^ 

if a member requests to vote, he is to be interrogated by 

Bpealcer 35 143 

Fiva VMS, elections to be by 11 137 



lf1fiM»«ef, how to be BubpoBnaed • 13 137 

rule for compensating 131 I6I 

FFttMrstMi of motions, rule respecting the • 40 143 

ffrtto, »«ip«iM«, 4«> to be signed by the Spealcer, Ibe. IS 137 

IFHtiiif, motions to be reduced to, if (fesired ^., 39 143 

IFofA szcqrlMl to, to be reduced to writing 30 ]tf 



Fm« mnd Jfays, when calling, no one to go near the taUe 34 1^ 

to be talLcn alphabetically - 58 147 
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